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TO THE 

R E A D E R 



IT is not to be expefted that the world 
will take it for an cxcufe of the tedious 
delay that has been made in publilhing 
the Seventh Volume o£ the Turkifti Spy, t6 
fay. That our Arabian now grows okl and 
decrepid i is forced to walk with a ftaff* or 
crutch, as he himielf confefies in one of thl^ 
tdHomng Letters ; and is befides worn out 
^ith fick)Qe& 4nd care y fo that he ixa\ti&c bk 
^expeditious in bufineis, as h^ wits in hk 
youth. It may be faid, tt» apolo^ woul$ 
be more proper for the EngKA Tranflator to 
make, were he in the fame cosKiifdon.' fiuc 
iie is in his prime, in the* flower of his age, 
^igorous^ and active ; and therefore^ jui^bt 
^Jiave made more hafte, they will fay, taobl^ 
the world, and gratify the expeftations of 
thofe Gentlemen who perpetually dun the 
•Bookfellers for the reft of his Mahometan 
X^ctcers. 

A a It 
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It werfe eafy to anfwcr this, by only put- 
ting you in mind. That he who undertakes 
to lead a flow -footed, fliort - winded, and 
weak perfon by the hand, and conduft him 
to his journey's end, muft of neceffity keep 
the fame pace with his charge, though he 
himfclf were as fwift as a flag, when alone 
gnd at liberty. Befi^es that, a man is apt to 
attraft a contagion from the company he 
keeps, and turn their ill qualities into habits 
of his own. 

But all this is trifling, and our Englilh 
Traailator is under none of thefe circum- 
llancqsi To come to the purpofe therefore. 
Gentlemen, you will commend our Tranfla* 
tor's wifdom, for not being in fuch poft:-hafl:e 
at this juriAure, when you refledt, That^ 
like a wife racer, though he gave a ftart in 
the b^inning) at firft fetting out, yet he foon 
flackeqed his pace, that he might make fure 
of the Goal, remembering the old Englilh 
proverb, « the more hafte the worfe fpeed.* 
Thus he fuffered three years to Aide 
a4 VoL by him before he reached the Second 
. Stag^. Ahd though he began to take 
up his Keels more nimbly afterwards, fo as 
to recover by degrees his loft time and grouncfc 
yet ftill he did but moderately joe on 5 now 
fpringing, then halting, as occanon offered^ 
and as he found his fl:rength could hold. 
At length, having but Two Stages more, 

wonder 
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wonder not, that he is a little more tedious 
than ordinary in this : For he does it to rer 
fre-ih himfelf, and keep his breath for the 
laft ftrain of all, which brings the prize : Ob- 
ferving herein the old Adage> ♦ Finis coronat 
* opus.*" 

As to the Letters contained in this Seventh 
Volume, there is little to be faid more parti- 
cular than of thofe that have gone before. 
They in general contain a MifceUany of Hi- 
ftorical Tranfaftions, Moral and Philofophical 
Thoughts, interfperfed here and there with 
Mahometan Politics and Divinity. * 

Only you will find our Arabian engaged 
with a certain Jew at Vienna, in fomenting 
the difcords of the German Empire, encou- 
raging the rebels of Hungary, Croatia^ and 
mutmous Provinces. You will hear of the' 
deaths of Count Serini, Frangipani, and Na- 
dafti, who were all beheaded for being ring- 
leaders in this Rebellion. 

The next and laft Volume h^ this of fin-- 
^)ar in it, that it will prefent you with the 
rife and preferment of Count Tekeli, who has 
made fo much noife in the worlds It relates 
manv of his public adions, and not a few of 
his fecret intrigues. In fine, it difcovers the 
train that was laid to blow up all Europe into 
the flame of open war, and univerfal hofti- 
lity, which to this day confumes the lives and 
eflates of fo many thoufand Chriflians, im- 
A 4 poverifhes 
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poverifhes and lays wafte whole nations, and 
it is to be feared will end in letting in the 
Turks once more upon us to our final 'ruin 
and confufion j fince thofe Infidels never take 
greater advantage to invade and conquer the 
Dominions of Chriftians, than when they find 
t% involved in domeftic wars with one another. 
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LETTER I. 

Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, to Mirmadolin, 
Holy Santone of the Vale of Sidon. 



WHY was I made a man, to endure thefe 
cruel agonies, of which no other fpecies 
of known beings can poflibly be capable ? 
or why, at leaft, was I particularly 
fonned of fuch a conflitution, as to attract the evils 
which are fcattered up and down the world, and 
piece-meal dropped on the nativities of other mortal 
men ; whilft I alone am made the, common fmk of 
human mifery ? Surely my partial horofcope mono- 
polized the moft envenomed afpefts of the ftars, 
without partaking of the leaft benign and favourable 
glance. The planets had laid up an antient deep 
Vol. VII. B refcrve 
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referve of fatal influences, which they poured out at 
large upon the very moment of my birth. Nor could 
the careful midwife, with all her (kill and charms, 
defend my tender, duftile, reeking body, from the 
invincible cataraSs, which flowed upon me from all 
the envious figns and conftellations in heaven. 

My whole life has been but one continued tragedy, 
wherein the various change of fcenes has not re- 
lieved me from the leaft real evil hid behind, but only 
amufed my fenfe with fome new pageantry, fome fair 
idea of honour, pleafure, or profit ; when before the 
Act was done, I found myfelf cajolled, overwhelm- 
ed in frefh calamities, misfortunes which I never 
dreamt of. 

Oh ! that the omnipotent, when from eternal filent 
thought he drew the ideas of every fpecies, and every 
individual being, which he defigned for adual exil- 
tence in the world, had formed me for a tree, an 
herb, a blade of ^rafs, a ttone, a mulhroom, or any 
infenfible thing, incapable of pleafure or pain, o£ 
grief or joy, or other paflions, which hourly thus tor- 
ment pur numan race ! I had been then a happy neu- 
ter to all falfe ihews of happinefe, and real lenfe of 
mifery. Oh ! that I had been an oak, a beach, a 
palm, or cyprefs of the foreft : For then, if vege- 
tables have any feeling of their own ftate, I fliould 
be only touchea with iecret pleafure, when the gentle 
winds fkould play amongft my amorous branches, and 
teach my wanton leaves to dance the meafures of 
young harmlefs love ; or when I felt the feafonable 
rain diftilling on my withered bark, and from thence 
Aiding to my thirfty roots ; or when great Phcebus 
prints warm vigorous kifles on my cheeks and neck. 
But if this be too proud a thought, I wife I had 
been only fome humble ferub, fome pigmy plant, 
fome vegetable dwarf, a page unto the mighty trees, 
fubfifting on the drops and fragments of their large 
banauets, meekly cringing at their feet ; whilfl: I 
flood fafe and free from ftorms, under the feade of 
their extended boughs, in happy, low obfcurity. 

When 
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When I pafs through the fields, and fee theharm- 
lefs (heep browzing upon the tender grafs, and hear 
them bleating to their wanton lambs, I cannot chule 
but envy them a life fo void of care, and pain. They 
range and fport at large in flowery meadows, near 
fome cryftal ftream, or take the paftures of the moun- 
tains. Whilft chearful fhepherds tune their pipes, 
and fing in praife of Amaryllis, Daphne, Sylvia, or 
fome other nymph ; and watchful dogs lie fcouting 
on the plain, to give the alarm, and chace away fly- 
wolves, and other ravenous beafts. 

After I hive let my envy fix itfelf a while on thefc, 
a "warbling melody from neighbouring groves diverts 
my melancholy thoughts, and turns them to new 
objects. Then I lament my fate, in that I was not 
made a nightingale, a thruQi, a lark, or any of the 
feathered choir, who with fweet chearful notes falute 
Aurora and the rifing Sun, and chirp all day the 
praifes of that fource of warmth and life, who vefts 
the earth in green attire, who decks the trees with 
verdant leaves, and fills the world with light. They 
chirp and fly from tree to tree, from boueh to bough, 
rejoicing in the beams that dart and glide among the 
moving fhades of branchco rocked by winds. Their 
thoughts are taken up in building nefts, wherein to 
^ hatch their young, and flielter them from injuries. 
They have no plots nor politic tricks to undermine 
each other ; but pafs away their time in innocent 
fecurity, and harmlefs pleaiures. 

Methinks the worms and little reptiles of the earth 
are happier far than I. They crawl and creep about 
in hollow trees, in clefts of rocks and crannies of the 
ground, to hunt for food and for divertifemerit'. They 
five at eafe without being racked by fupernumerary 
cares and fears. And if fome ruder foot of man or 
beaft fhall trample them by chance to death, or more 
malicious hand with ftone or other weapon fliall wil- 
fully bereave them of their life, it is done fo fud- 
deniy that they have no fenfe of pain ; whereas my 
life IS a conftant martyrdom, a long continued feries 
of torments. 

B 2 Ida 
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I do not complain of the diftempers and maladies 
which afflicSt my body, though thofe are fometimes 
fo violent as to make me wim for death, that fo I 
might be at eafe : But it is the fretting anguifh of my 
mind, that forces all thefe fighs and exclamations 
from me, I am embarrafl'ed in the world, fnares corn- 
pafs me round about ; my own good nature has be- 
trayed me : Thofe of my blood confpire againll me ; 
they hunt me up and down like a partridge in the 
wood ; they clofcly purfue my life. The kindncfTes 
that I *have fown, fpring up in blades of bitter in- 
gratitude and perfidy. My feminaries bring forth 
aconite and (linking w^eds, inftead of pleafant : 
flowers and wholefome fruits. Tagot hath fet his - 
foot in all my works. That fly interloping, fpirit * 
hates to fee any good thing profper, or come to per- 
fect ion : He fteals behind us in all our ways j and 
as faft as we weave any web of virtue, he fecretjy . 
unravels it, or deforms the work with intermixing 
fomc threads of vice. I am weary of ftriving againlt 
the current of my fate. Oh^ that I were as though 
I had never been ! That my foul were drenched in 
Lethe's forgetful waters, where all palb things are 
buried in eternal oblivion ! Then would my anguilh 
b^ at an en'd ; whereas I am now rolled about upon 
a wheel of miferies. 

Hojy Santo.ne, when thou (halt read this, pity me; 
and amidft thy divine ejaculations, dart upMahmut's , 
foul to paradife, on the point of a ftrong thought, 
that fo at leall I may h^ve a moment's refpite from 
conftant fadnefs. ^ 

Paris, 27th of the 2d moon, 
of the year 1667. 
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LETTER II. 

To the Kaimacham. 



THERE is now fome probability of a peace be- 
tween the Englifli and the Dutch ; which will 
■ alfo reconcilp this crown to that of Great-Britain ; 
fince'the king of France engaged in this war, only 
t>n the account of the Dutch liis allies. The advances 
towards this accommodation, took their rife from the 
alliance lately concluded between the States of the 
United Provinces, the king of Denmark, the duke of 
^ Brandenburgh, and the princes of Brunfwick. The 
• king of England protefts againft the Dutch, as the 
'firft aggreflbrs, in that they had taken above two 
hundred of his irrerchant ihips, before he offered the 
leaft 'dSt of hoftility. Which the dates feeming to 
acknowledge^ defire the king to appoint fome neutral 
place of treaty wfth theni and their allies in order to 
a peace, the fecurity of navigation, and the eftablilh- 
ment of commerce for the future. 

Here is great joy for the birth of a young princefs, 
of whom the queen was delivered on the 2d of the 
moon of January. She is called God's new-year's gift 
to France ; in regard, the firft day of that moon be- 
gins the year with the Chriftians. And 'tis common 
among them to fend mutual gifts and prefents to one 
another at that time, which they call new-year's gifts. 
And fo it feems, God Almighty has appeared very mo- 
difh and complaifant, in thus timing the nativity of 
the royal babe : For which they exprefs their thanks 
•in revelling, dancing, ballads, and a thoufand other 
vanities. And thefe divertifements continue to this 
time, it being theNazarenes carnival; a feafon con- 
fecrated to iport and mirth, to liberty, buffoonery, 
and all manner of comical and ridiculous apiflinefs. 
. B 3 During 
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During this time, you (hall fee an infinite variety 
of odd humours and mimical adlions, in the open 
ilreets, according to every man's . particular fancy. 
Here you fliall meet with one dreffed half in the French 
and half in the Spanifh fafliipn. On the left fide of his 
head hangs dangling down a*long thick curled peruke, 
which reaches to his breaft, whilit on the right you 
fee nothing but his own hair, cropped clofe to his 
ears. A long muftach, as black as jet, graces the 
right fide of his upper lip ; whilft on the left he is 
as beard lefs as a boy of feven years old. And fo 
from head to foot he wears two contrary garbs; one 
walks with gloves upon his feet, and fhoes upon his 
hands; another wears his breeches like a mantle on 
his fhoulders. Here comes a ftately coach, jogging 
along with a grave flow pace, and e-rawn by fix fair 
horfes, as if fome prince or cardinal were in it ; 
when behold there is nothing but a fiUy afs puts 
forth his giddy head with flapping ears, half drunk, 
with the jolting unaccuftomed motion. Sometimes 
he brays alouds and then the rabble fall a laughing, 
A thoufand other fopperies there are, not worth thy 
knowledge. For both the noble and the vulgar are 
all upon the frolick at this time^ and indulge their 
wanton fancies to the height. But it is a fatal fea- 
fon for the poor cats ; few of which efcape the mul- 
titude, whole peculiar pafl:ime it is to tofs thefe crea- 
tures in a blanket till they are dead ; or elfe to tie 
them two and two togetner by the tails, and then 
they will bite and fcratch one another to death. The 
cocks alfo are generally great martyrs during the 
carnival : The rabble have a hundred cruel ways to 
murder them in fport. All their devices are inhu- 
man and bloody. They did not learn thefe pro- 
phane courfes from Jefus, or any of the Prophets or 
Apoflles of God : But they are the reljques of Gentile 
vanity, in the beginning connived at oy the priefls, 
the eafier to retain their profelytes in obedience ; who , 
would rather have parted with their new religion, 
than with their old barbarous cuftoms. And thus 
the Pagan fooleries were handed 4own to the pofl:e- 

rity 
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rity of the Primitive Chriftians, and were adopted 
into the family of church traditions : And men are 
not more zealous for the Gofpel itfelf, than for thefe 
ridiculous prophanations of it : So dangerous a thing 
is it for governors, by a criminal indulgence, to per- 
mit their fubje<fts any liberty, which interferes with 
the fundamental principles of the law : For fuch a 
difpenfation once granted, paffes into a precedent, 
-which, in procefs of time, becomes of equal force 
with the law itfelf. And by fuch prepofterous ^ me- 
thods of winning and retaining converts, Chriftia- 
nity arrived to the height of corruption it is now in- 
fected with. 

Sage Minifter, it was for this reafonGod raifed up 
our Holy Prophet, and gave him a new law, with 
power to reform and chaltife the Infidels. He planted 
tne undefiled faith with fcymitar in hand ; not pal- 
liating or encouraging the fmalleft vicious pradlice ; 
but fubduing all things by the dint of reafon,.or the 
keen edge of the fword. God haften his return, for 
the prevarications of this age require it, 

^ Paris, 27th of the 2d moon, 
of the year 1667. 



LETTER III. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

I Believe thou haft not forgot the obfervations wc 
ufed to make on the religion of the Chriftians, 
when we were flaves together in Sicily. How ridi- 
culous fome of their praftices appearea to us, and yet 
what a fandlity was manifeft in others ? How much 
we approved tne majefty of their public worfliip, the 
B 4 folemnity 
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folemnity of their high mafs, the gravity of their 
proceffions ? And yet how great was our difguft, 
when we confidercd that all thefe honours were per- 
formed to figures and itatues of ftone, wood, filver, 
gold, or other materials, the creatures of the painter 
or carver ? ' . 

We fcanned their doarines alfo, which we learned 
from their priefts and books, and defcanted varioufly 
on them ; as they were more or lefs, conform to the 
truth, and to the volume brought down from Heaven. 
In a word, we praifed the good, and cenfured what 
was evil in their faith or manners, or at leall what 
we thought to be fo ; for herein we followed the dic- 
tates of our education. 

But now in our riper years, if we fhould call over 
our former thoughts, perhaps we fhould be of a dif- 
ferent judgment, and find matter to condemn even 
in our ovCn paft cenfures : For whatever we might 
then think of the Nazarenes, upon a maturer fearch, 
■ I cannot find them to be altogether fuch grofs ido- 
laters and infidels, as we and all Muffulmans are apt 
to believe. • 

That which gives me -the greatefl: fcandal is, that 
the doiftors entertain fome unwarrantable fpecula- 
tions about three fubftances' In one effence, and are 
too venturous in their thoughts concerning the eter- 
nal generation of the world, and emanation of the 
breath, by which they fay, all things were created, 
. and are conferved in their beings. They teach a 
doctrine repugnant to the Alcoran, when they fay, 
that God has a companion equal to himfelf. 

As to the incarnation of Jefus the fon of Mary, 
the Nazarenes affert nothing, but what is fuitable to 
the Alcoran, which teaches us, that he is the word 
of God. In the hiftory of his life, they indeed 
. come fliort of the Muffulmans : There being not 
the leaft mention made, in the whole book of the 
Gofpel, of many paffages of his infancy and tender 
. years, wherewith the Alcoran, with other holy 
•books and traditions of the Ancients, acquaint the 
true believers. The meffenger of God tells us, that 

Jefu« 
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'Jtfus fpoke in his cradle, refolved doubts, cleared up 
miftakes, and preached the Unity of the Divine El- 
fence. Other Writings alfo inform us, that while he 
-was young, he formed the figures of divers birds 
tand beafts, of clay and his own fpittle, and havine 
breathed on them, they became living creatures, and 
proftrated themfelves at his feet. They relate alfo 
that he made a pigeon, which flew up and down 
<through divers regions, and brought him news of 
•vrhatever was done in the courts of foreign princes ; 
and that from th? day of his birth to that of his 
tranflation, twelve angels waited on him, and 
brought him- down food from Paradife. Of thefe 
things the. Chriftisins are ignorant, and of many o- 
ther .pallages. So that in the whole it is eviaent,. 
that the Muffulmans have a more particular rela- 
tion of the life of Jefus, than the Chriftians them- 
felves- have, fihce we recount thofe miracles and 
other- actions of hfs^ whereof the Gofpel is filent. 
- But then, on the other fide, they believe things 
concerning his death, whereof neither the Alcoran, 
nor any other of our writings or traditions make any 
'mention^ unlefs it be to confute the error of the 
Nazarenes in that point. I have heard the argu- 
ments of their learned do<3:ors, and comparnig 
them with our objc6tions, I know not well what 
to conclude. 

They infift much on the publick iigns and won- 
Jders that fell out at that time of the luppofed cru- 
cifixion of the Meffiah j the rending of rocks, o- 
pening of graves, refurredlion of many dead, and 
the preternatural eclipfe of the fun, when the moon 
was in fight at the other part of the horizon in 
the fame moment : Which made a great philofo- 
pher, then in Egypt, cry out, ' Either the frame^ 

* of the world is diffolved, or the God of nature 

* fuffers.' 

They tefl a ftory alfo of a certain fhip, that was 
on that very day failing in the Archipelago ; and 
that as they palfed by certain rocks, the mariners 
heard a voice calling fhamus, Thamus, very often 
. - B 5 and 
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and loud. Now there beine one of that name on 
board the veflel, he anfwered to his name : Upon 
which the voice faid, ' When thou comeft to the 
* ifland of the Palodes, proclaim it aloud, that the 
^ great Pan is dead.' Which he did accordingly^ 
and there followed a horrible howling and roaring^ 
from the fliore of that ifland. This pafTage was at^ 
terwards made vknown to the fenate of Rome, who 
thereupon, at the inftance of fome noble Romans, 
fent to enquire in the provinces, whether any re- 
markable perfon had died on that day f And they 
were informed, that the Jews had on the fame day 
put to death Jefus the fon of Mary. And Tibe- 
rius the emperori on the credit of this jpafiage, 
being alfo informed of the miracles which Jems 
wrought among the Jews, conceiving, an immediate 
veneration for fo divine a perfon, caufed his fta- 
tue to be fet up in the Capitol, and would have had 
him numbered among the Gods ; but in this he was 
oppofed by the fenate, becaufe they had before de- 
creed, that no new deities ibould be added to th^ 
kalendar. 

In thefe things I rely on the account which th« 
Chriftians give of the death of Jefus, though they 
bring authorities alfo and teftimonies of their very 
enemies, and inveterate perfecutors, the Gentiles j 
who therefore, one would think, cannot be fufpe<Ste4 
of partiality. In a word, I know not what to think 
of thefe thmgs. For if it be true that Jefus died 
on the crofs for the fms of the world, as the Chri- 
ftians believe, and that there is no other way to be 
faved but by believing this ; tlien in what a fad con- 
dition are all the Jdws and MujITulmans, the one 
' glorying ' in having murdered the Saviour of the 
world, and the other not believing that he was mur- 
dered ? The firft feem to merit moft of men ; fincc 
though the adl was cruel in itfelf, yet according t^ 
this doftrine it brought falvation to all our race : 
And therefore there was a fort of Chriftians in for*, 
mer times, who worfhipped the ferpent that tempted 
Eve, becaufe, according to their faith, that tempta- 
tion 
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tion was the iirft ftep to mankind's happinefs after 
Adam's fall ; and they placed Judas (who betrayed 
Jefus to the Jews) among the faints, for having 
Tbetn fo particular an inifarument in the world's 
redemption. 

If Jefus be the Saviour of men, it is abfolutely 
neceflary to believe in him. But whether he be, or 
be not, the faith of the Chriftians in that point can- 
not hurt them, fince our Holy Prophet himfelf has 
taught us, that Chriftians fhall be faved, as well as 
the Muflulmans : Whereas the Chriftians fay it is 
impoffible for any to be faved who follow tne law 
of Mahomet. So that they have our own grant for 
their falvation, which they deny to us. This is a 
great advantage on their fide in the controverfy be* 
twixt us. 

For my part, I tell thee ingenuoufly, were I con- 
vinced that Jefus was the fon of Godi, and that he 
fufFered death for the fake of men, I could readily 
embrace moft of the other tenets of Chriftiahity 
without fcruple. I ihould not foe frighted at their 
invocation of faints, lince it is the fame as we do 
ourfelves practice j nor would their images and pic- 
tures ftartle my faith ; I ihould look upon thefe and 
a thoufand more, as things indifferent m rficmfelves, 
and only made lawful or unlawful by the fanftion 
of Divine Authority. 

I ihould be moft puzzled to know what church 
to fix in among fo many, all pretending to the 
right way. I have examined their different opinions, 
and find reafon, or fomething very like it, on both 
fides. I admire the abftinence ot the Greeks, Ar- 
menians, and generally c^ all the Eaftern Chri- 
ftians ; yet their ignorance difhiftes me. I honour 
the lesurning and fKiditenefs of the Roman church, 
and could ainioft veil to their pretenfions of anti- 
quity, univerfality and incorrupt doftrine j^ but I 
am highly fcandalizedat their licentioufnefs, pride, 
and cruelty. There is much to be argued for the 
Coptis, Abyffines, Mdchites, the Chriftians of St. 
John, and other churches j but more to be faid a- 

gainfl 
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gainft them. In fine, if I were to turn Chriftian, 
1 flioujd be in a wildcrnefs, not knowing which path 

' to take, for fear of miffing the right. 

In the ftate therefore wherein 1 am, I will think 
honiurably of Jefus, as alfo of Mary his mother, 

• who, at her daily return from the Temple, found a 
thoufa'nd forts of flowers in her oratory* I will not 
Ipeak evil of any perfon that has the charafter of a 
faint ; but in general will defire the intcrceffion of 
all that are near to God ; it is ten to one, i€ fome of 
them do not vouchfafe to pray for me* But whe- 
ther they do or not, God hears me and obferves 
my devotion i and, if he pleafe, my petitions ih^l 
be granted. As for the reft, I will endeavour in 

. all things, to do as I would be done to, keeping 
my confcience free from ftain,^ fo that I may die in 

- peace ; and what beconaes of me afterward, it is in 
vain to be folicitous, fince the decrees of fate are ir- 
reverfible. 

Tell me now, my friend, whether thefe thoughts 
and refolyes be not more agreeable to humanity^ 
than to be a furious bigot for I know not what : 
Is that a commendable zeal for religion, which, 
under pretence of defending the truth, flicks not 
to aflert a thoufand lies ? Or that a laudable cha- 
rity for fouls, which in order to their falvation 
takes infinite pains to fet the world together by tte 
ears, and embroil mankind in perpetual wars f 
What elfe do thofe difturbefs of human race, who, 
not content with the limits which the fortune of 
their birth has fet them, invade the" peaceable pot- 
feffions of their neighbours, commit all forts of 
violences, rapines, and outrages ; and all this un- 
der pretext of reforming the manners of men, in- 
troducing purity of religion, and fulfilling the will 
of Heaven ? As if it were a mark of Divme Com- 
miffion, to be barbarouily unjuft, perfidious, and 
favage ; and that the height of piety confifted in 
ihedding human blood ! 

For my part, I cannot approve of thefe praftices^ 
and therefore think it . fafer to ftaiid aloof from all 

religions 
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religions thus cruelly eftablifhed, than by entering 
into their inhuman fecrets, and fwearing to their 
fanguine articles, incorporate myfelf with pro- 
fefled murderers, under the notion of being a good 
man. 

Happy are thofe innocent nations of the Eaft, who 
from their firft progenitors have kept inviolate the 
law of nature ; wno have never defiled themfelves 
with the blood of man or beall ; but every one coii- 
tenting himfelf with his native home-ftall, and the 
fruits of his own land, makes no encroachments on 
thofe that dwell near him, nor butchers the harmlefs 
animals to gratify his ill-natured appetite. Thefe 
fit under the (hade of their own trees, and bathe 
themfelves in the adjoining ftreams : They go in 
peace into the houfes of their rural gods, and pre- 
fent them with flowers, rice, fruits, and fuch as the 
ground brings forth : They never dream of foreign 
conquefts, nor are troubled with domeftick broils, 
but lead their lives in a perpetual tranquillity and 
innocence. All that they defire of Heaven, is the 
continuance of thofe harmlefs delights they at prc- 
fent enjoy. As for the tumultuary pleafures of other 
mortals, they have them in contempt. This is an 
umbrage of the felicity we are promifed in Paradife, 
where the found of the drum and the trumpet 
fliall not be heard, and the inftruments of war 
fliall be of no ufe. 

If thou chargeft me with inconftancy in my opi- 
nions, I neither deny it, nor am afhamed ; it bemg 
better to change one's thoughts every day, than to be 
fixed in error all one's life. This to a friend, 

Paris, iSthof the 3d moon, 
of the year 1667. 
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LETTER IV. 

To Afis, Baffa. 



THE warriors and mechanicks, ftatefinen and 
fidlers, courtiers and hufbandmen, fludents 
and chimney-fweepers, are all taken up in difcour- 
fing of the mighty preparations the Grand Sjjgnior is 
mailing to befiege Candia. They talk or fifteen 
thoufand pioneers, who are at work in order to this 

frand unacrtaking ; and that the city is blocked up 
y an army of fixty thoufand men : That they have 
been raifmg batteries round about it ever fmce the 
moon of December ; and that the Sultan is refolved 
to win this important place, though he hazard half 
the Ottoman empire. 

This is refrefhing news to Mahmut, who has heard 
nothing but improfperous ftories of the MufTulmans 
arms thefe many years. Now I begin to lift up my 
head and take courage, when the empire of true be- 
lievers makes fome noife and figure in the world ; 
whereas my heart perpetually drooped before, I was 
like one among the dead. 

It wad but laft year when the Nazarenes could 
boaft, that notwithftanding all the menaces and pre- 
parations of the Grand Signior, yet the Venetians 
were the firft in field by land, ana appeared earlieft: 
with their fleet at fea, doing wonderful things inDal- 
matia, and blocking up Canea, in the ifle of Candy : 
Now, it is to be hoped, they will .change their note, 
and begin to confider what a formidable force they 
have provoked againft them, even the puiflance of all 
'Afia, men of war from their nativities, an army of 
feleft and chofen foldiers, undaunted heroes, fens of 
, thunder, magnanimous, invincible, and dellined tp^ 
vanquiih the uncircumcifed nations* 

My 
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My heart is revived within me at the contempla- 
tion of fure and certain viftories, attending this glo- 
rious expedition. My fpirits are dilated wil3i joy ; 
I celebrate a Dunalma in my breaft. I am like an 
Arabian horfe, that foams, curvets, and paws the 
ground in fiercenefs, when he hears the found rf 
the trumpet warning to battle ; his eyes fparkle 
with martial fury, a fmoke goes out of his noftrils, 
he lifts up the voice of his couraee, his rider "cap 
hardly rcftrain him. So I am all in tranfport at 
thefe good tidings : I can hardly contain myfelf 
within the compals of moderation. As old as I am, 
I feel a youthful vigour ftirring in my veins : Me- 
thinks I long to be m the heat of the facred combat, 
in the thickeft clouds of gunpowder-fmoak, to ftand 
the fliock of fhowers of bullets, or with my fcymitar 
in hand to hew my way to immortal honour and 
■felicity : For thofe who die in this caufe go ftrait to 
Paradife. But I muft be contented with this tame 
humble poft, and ferve the Grand Signior in the 
manner prefcribed by my fupertors. I tell thee, it is 
no fmall mortification for an adlive fpirit to be thus 
confined. But j*efi-gnation becomes every good Miif- 
fulman ; and I willingly facrifice my paffions to the 
pleafure of the grandees of the Porte, and the intereft 
of the Ottoman empire. 

Here I fit, like a fox in his den, watching the 
motions of the Infidels : If any thing occiq:s worthy 
of notice, out I bolt upon it, and mdkie it my prey, 
and fend it as a prefent to the augufl miniixers. I 
write to all b^ turns, and therefore none has reafoii 
to take exceptions. 

If thou wouldft know what they are doing here 
in the court of France : They are muftering the 
king's troops ; they are revelling and feafiing at 
Verfailles, the king's new palace, where the prin- 
ces exercife themfelves widi the noble difcipline^ 
which they call running in fquadrons. Whilft thou- 
iands of people flock daily to Verfailles from Paris, 
and all the adjacent countries round about, partly to 
be fpedators of thefc royal paftimes, and partly to 

behold 
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behold that gorgeous fabrick, which is efteemed the 
faireft and moft magnificent in the world. 

Serene BafTa, this monarch has a vaft genius ; what- 
foever he undertakes he accompliflies, and all his 
performances are furpri fin gly great. He has a deep 
torecaft, and feldom fails in his judgments of what 
will probably come to pafs. He is happily made, 
born, and brought up. A prince, one would think, 
defigned by fate for the empitc of the Weft. 

Renowned Afis, I kifs the hem of thy illuftrious 
robe, and with a profound obeifance bid thee adieu. 

Paris, 20th of the 4th moob? 
of the year 1667. 
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To Hafnadar Baffi, Chief Treafufer to 
the Sultan. 



I Am convinced, it is now time for me ta be refo- 
lute, bold, and afliired in my own condud : For 
it is in vain to afk counfel of the fublime minifters. 
I have addrefled myfelf at certain feafons to them on 
that account, ever fince I came firft to Paris : But 
Jiot.one of them has vouchfafed me an anfwer, or 
given me any particular inftruftions how to deport 
myfelf in an emergent peril of difcovery : Whether 
I mould own myfelf an agent for the Grand Signior, 
or deny it ; whether I fhould boldly ftand the brunt 
of all events, or fly to artifices and evafions ; whether 
I fhould perfiit in acSing the Moldavian, and continue 
to perfonate a Chriftian ftudent, an ecclefiaftical can- 
didate under the feigned name of Titus j or frankly 

tell 
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tell them, I am a MufTuIman, an Arab, and fecret 
flave of the fultan. 

I ought to have been certified in thefe cafes ; and 
not left at random to gue(^, at this vaft diftance, the 
pleafures of my fuperiors.^ But fiiice it is their wiH 
tlius to make trial of my fidelity, prudence, and (kill 
in warding. off the aflaults of common chance, mif- 
fortune, and the attempts of fly defigning men, I 
will be as cunning as I can, without embarraffing my 
peace with conftant pannic fears and appreheniions 
of I know not what. No vain endeavours to avoid 
the fixed decree of fate fhall make me change my 
lodging, or fly from every menacing contingency. 
I will rather truft to providence and prefent courage, 
the jullice of my caufe and native innocence, leav- 
ing the event to cJeftiny. 

By what I have faid, thou wilt perceive I am in 
fome trouble ; and I can affure thee, thou art not 
miftaken. I am battered, hunted up and down, 
and perfecuted worfe than the foxes, hares, and 
hinds near Adrianople ; I am an old man, and yet 
they envy me the happinefs of a natural death ; 
they would not have me go down to the grave in 
peace. I have been impriioned, threatened, dogged 
up and down the ftrects, aflaffinated in the dark, 
had my chamber fearched, my letters in danger of 
being feized, with thofe of the fupreme minifters. 
I have run the rifque of a difcovery, by meeting 
cafuallyr an infidel, whofe flave I once was at Pa- 
lermo, in Sicily. . I have been undermined by Muf- 
fulmans, as well as Nazarenes, by ftrangers, ^ and 
by Solyman my coufin. Yet in all thefe perils I * 
have acquitted myfelf faithfully, come oflF with fuc- 
cefs, and faved the honour of my fovereign ; which 
is the only thing for which I am lolicitous, But for 
aueht I know, my care may prove in vain, and the 
evils which I have fo long fortunately efcaped, may 
now furprize and ruin me. As to myfelf, I care 
not what becomes of me ; and if the fecrets of my 
commiffion be revealed, let the minifters of the Porte 

anfwcr 
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auifwer for that, who would never give me the leaff: 
direftion. 

About two or three years ago, I was forced to re- 
move from my old lodgings, where I had refided 
ever fince my firft comine to Paris. The* dangers 
that then aflaulted me, drove me to this houfe, 
where I ftill am, in a very obfcure place by the wall 
of the city. Yet even hither am I purfued by- 
watchful enemies : New hazards threaten me on 
all hands. But I am refolved to fly no more, unlefs 
it be into the city ditch, where I can find admit- 
tance through my landlord's cellar. There is a 
private pafFage, dug perhaps in elder times, during 
fome fiege, to ferve the ftreight neceflities of thofe 
who then poflefled this houfe. It is fo cunningly 
contrived, that human wit can never difcover it, un- 
lefs by chance, or by direcftion of thofe that know 
it. The ditch is dry, the door of the houfe always 
locked ; and my trufty hoft fwears no body fhall 
come in by day or night, till I have made a lafe re- 
treat. So that if all the officers in Paris fhould 
come to fearch, I fhould have time to pack up my 
, papers, and flink away into my lurking hole. And 
if they fhould by monffrous accident nnd the con- 
cealed avenue, 1 could foon flip into the fields, 
through the 1^ poflem in the wall, and lock them 
in beyond the poflibility of purfuit j whilfl I took 
care to hide myfelf afrelh, or leave the country. 

This is my final refolution, if ever I arn^put to an 
extremity again. In the mean time I defire thee to 
make it part of thy care, that Mahmut fhall not want 
for money to carry on the Sultan's private affairs 
without a baulk. I do not demand unreafonable 
things : Let me but live, and have enough to defrav 
the neceflTary expences of my fervice, and that is all 
I crave. But let my fupplies be well timed and pro- 
portioned, that I may hufband my penfion to the 
oefl advantage ; or elle I mufl always prefs, and that 
is a thing I hate* I have writ to all the treafurers 
that went before thee on the fame account, and with 
•equal boldnefs* Therefore take not in ill part what 

comes 
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comes from blunt ilncerity, and conftant full dellrcs 
to ferve effe<^ally the Grand Sjgnior. It will be 
very eafy for thee to anticipate Mahmut'sexpei^ations, 
witnout exceeding the orders which thou has received. 
Money be damned, if we could breathe and ferve our 
friends, and carry on (he affairs of human life with- 
out it. I am an Arab, and could as freely pafs away 
my time in harmlefs rambles over the provinces of 
Alia, as thus to be confined to narrow fretting cir- 
cumilances, the only eiFeifts of too unfhaken, unre- 
garded, and incorruptible loyalty. 

Wealthy difpenfer of the Ottoman gold, I afk no 
alms, but my appointed falary ; in (ending of which, 
I defire thee to remember the old Roman proverb, 
which fays, " That he gives twice^ who gives in 
" fcafon.^' 

Paris, 9th of the 6th moon, 
of the year 1667. 



LETTER VI. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna^ 

I Know not whether I fhall live to hear from thee 
. again, or to fend thee another letter. Age, fick- 
nefs, misfortunes, together with the malice of mei^, 
have laid a thoufand fnares for my life ; I am, as it 
were, hunted by nature, providence, deftiny, and 
chance, into the very toils of death ; from whence 
it will be very difficult for me to efcape. Not to 
amufe thee, i am in danger of being difcovered, 
feized, imprifoned ; and then thou knoweil, I can 
expeft no lefs than to be put to the torture, and 
racked with a thoufand inventions of cruelty, that fo 
they may force me to confefs what I am, and what 

my 
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my bufineft is in this kingdom and city, where I have 
relided fo manv years. 

I was fufpefted by Cardinal Richlieu for a MufTuf- 
man, as I have realon to believe from feveral con- 
vincing circumftances of that minifter's carriage to 
me, ever fmce his firft acquaintance with me at Paris. 
And the fame jealoufy caufed his fuccelfor Cardinal 
Mazarine, to put me into the Baftile, where I was 
clofely cojifined for the fpace of fix moons. And I 
might have lain there till this time, for aught I 
know, had it not been for the good condudt and 
honeft fidelity of Elfachim. In fine, though I have 
^hitherto efcaped difcovery, yet I cannot flatter my- 
' fclf that I fhall always do fo. If they once lay hoid 
on me again, they will certainly fearch me for the 
fcar of circumcilion ; and then all the arguments 
the wit of man can find, v/ill not be of force to 
blind them any longer, or fave me from the ven- 
geance of fhe Itate. TheywiH-certainly put me to 
a cruel death. 

However, I will baffle them if I can ; and if I once 
"cfcape, I will bid adieu to Paris, if not to the whole 
kingdom ; being refolved not to truft any more to 
the deceitful fecurity of new lodgings m this city, 
and a vain removal fron\ one pfecihdt arid houfe to 
another : For the very air of Paris is fatal to me. I 
am never free from terror, whilll within thefe me- 
lancholy walls. The genius of the place^ is at en- 
mity with mine. Every thing I caft my eyes on 
feems to lour and frown upon me : I fl:art at the 
voices of men going along the llreets, and difcourfing 
• about their own af^irs : And if any one knocks at 
the door, I am prefently upon my guard, my anxi- 
ous foul ftill labouring with fad prefages of fome 
calamity at hand, ready to rufli upon rrie unawares. 

Perhaps I may go to Lyons, where a ftranger may 
live an age concealed, and void bf peril, as in this 
city. Or I may take a farther journey (o Marfeilles, 
7'oulon, or any other fea-port town ; where I will 
expeft new oraers from my fuperiors. 

In 
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In the mean time thou mayeft continue to addrefs 
thy letters as before ; for that courfe can never fail, 
let me be where it pleafes heaven. Eliachim v/ill take 
care of all things. I writ to the Hafnadar BaHi on 

I the fame account, defiring frefli fupplies of money ; 

I which I fuppofe will come by the way of Vienna : 
If fo, I truft to thy prudence in ordering my bills 
with fpeed, and the ufual cautioufnefs. 

Nathan, adieu : And whatever becomes of me, live 
thou long and happily to ferve the Grand Signior. 

Paris, 9th of the 6th moon, 
of the year 1667. 



LETTER VIL 

To the Venerable Mufti. 

AS the poor injured labourer, or flave opprefled 
by cruel and obdurate mafters ; as the dcfpair- 
ing client, who can find no juftice from the Cheicks, 
Cadils, or Cadilefquers, fly immediately to the Serail, 
to make their lall appeal, and feek redrcfs from the 
Great Arbiter of human feuds : So falls poor Mah- 
mut proftrate at thy feet, O facred oracle of MufTul- 
mans ; begging from thy authority, whom no be- 
liever dares to difobey, what I could never yet obtain 
from any minifter of llate, or bafla of the bench : 
That is, how I muft adl: in cafe I am difcovered, or 
barely fufpe<Sted, examined, and put to my oath, con- 
cerning my bufinefs at Paris ? Lay thy fpeedy com- 
mands pn thofe whofe care it ought to be, that no 
intelligence, advice, or counfcl be wanting to mc, 
the faithful agent of the Porte, refiding here incog- , 
nito, a fpy upon the Infidels ; or, at leaft, vouchfafe 
to fend me thy inftruftions, rules infallible, orders 
of perfe6l wifaom, and divine fagacity. .^ 

I can- ' 
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I cannot for the future ftand the brunt of long* 
fufpe£ted cafualties : Events which glimmer from 
afar, like diftant ignes fatui, or other vagrant me- 
teors of the night : For fo contingencies appear, 
which are to come uncertain and remote ; though, 
fometimes near at hand ; yet with deceitful fhew, 
they ftill miflead bewildered mortals in the 
darfc. So the tired traveller in Libyan Waftes, is 
tantalized by mocking rays of fands in drifted 
heaps, or flying bodies loofely wafted by the 
winds ; on which the moon ana ftars calling their 
beams, create refradlions, like domeftic lamps or 
tapers ; and encouraging the difconfolate man to 
hope for /neighbouring villages or towns, where 
he may reft his weary limbs, and find an hof- 
pitable entertainment ; fecure from dragons, lions, 
tygers, or the more fierce and cruel race of men, 
who lurk in fecret places of the affrighting defart, 
to rob unwary ftrangers as they pafs. 

It is faid, moft holy patriarch of the faithful, 
that men, are thus degenerate, and tranfcend the 
horrid nature of the wildeft beafts ! But fadder 
ftill, that cities, firft defigned for fanftuaries of 
the diftrefled, mould become worfe than defarts, 
and more inhofpitable than the purlieu of dra- 
gons, or the dreadful haunts of lynxes, crocodiles, 
and other animals of prey. That men pretending 
to be civilized, to live in community, and reci- 
procal participation of all good offices ; incorpo- 
rated by the fame laws, for no other end, but to 
help, aflift, and defend one another againft all fo- 
reign enemies j fhould, inftead of this, prove more 
barbarous than favages, and more voracious than 
cannibals, .whilft every citizen preys on his neigh- 
bour, and devours him whom he has fw<Jrn to 
proteft. They all live by robbery and vfpoil. 
The rich and potent fleece thofe whofe wealth is 
not fufficient to defend them from oppreflion. 
Thus are towns and cities, from celebrated re- 
fuges of men, become the ilens of thieves, and 

cruel 
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cruel murderers. The whol^ earth is ftained with 
; the blcxxl of the poor : The cries of widows and 
orphans pierce the heavens : The generations of 
men are corrupted with fraud, avarice, perfidy, am- 
1 bition,' envy, and a thoufand other vices : Brother 
cannot truft the fon of his own mother. Fathers 
are unnatural to their genuine offspring. Children 
think the days tedious which prolong their parents- 
lives. Self-love teaches a man to betray his friend, 
for whom he rather ought to lofe his life. An 
univerfal defedion from juftice and found morality 
reigns, every where. 

I But what is moft furprifing, is, that even among 
i thofe who bear the glorious title and character of 
the true faithful MulTulmans, there fiiould be found 
a crew of mifcreants, villains, and traitors to God, 
his Prophet, and their Sovereign. I fpeak not of 
fuch, whofe genial inclinations tempt them to com- 
mit vulgar fins, which injure no man but them- 
felves. 1 tax no drunkards, gamefters, and thofe 
I amorous perfons, who wafte their bodies, time, e- 
ftates, and facrince their reputation to voluptuouf- 
nefs. Thefe are but venial fins, and foon wafhed 
off by the appointed purifications and penances. A 
little water, duft, or fand, with failing and devout 
invocation of the" Eternal Allah, cancels thefe pec- 
cadillos ; they are all put to the account of hu- 
j manfrailty ; fuch is the pleafure of Eternal Goodnefs. 
' But I accufe the blacker crimes of thofe, whom 
j fretting envy fl:imulates to perfecute their harmlefs 
! neighbour ; or bafe ingratitude prompts to betray 
i their friends ; or native malice teaches to feek out 
all occafions of doing mifchief in the world. A 
bufy, reftlefs fort of men, buzzing about like wafps 
or hornets, flinging every one they fatten on. Or, 
like the Punes of Paris, a troublefome kind of infefts, 
which interrupt the fweet repofe of men, creeping 
upon them in their beds and flumbers, and flyly 
biting them to fuck their blood« 

' Such 
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Such are the men, of whom I now complain ; 
who hatter me from ftratagem to ftratageni, from 
one retrenchinent to another ; , whofe crime is 
double, in that they are perfons of my own reli- 
gion ; profeflbrs of the genuine faith brought down 
from heaven, followers of the orophet, who could 
neither write nor read;" and fuDJeds to the Grand 
Signior. 

It is a long time fmce I had the firft occafion to 
accufe fonie at the feraglio, of private, fly attempts, 
to undermine and ruin me, that they might gain my 
poll. It will feem invidious, even in my own de- 
fence, after fo many addreiles to the minifters of 
the Porte, now to repeat their names, and difcom- 
pofe thy facred thoughts with black memoirs of hu- 
man malice. It is not revenge I feek, but for the 
future how to efcape, if not to prevent, the like con- 
spiracies. Nor is it for myfelf alone, I cherifh this 
unufual zeal and care ; but for my matter's intereft 
and honour. 

I have ferved near thirty years in this precarious 
ftation, and never made the leaft faife ftep ; or, if I 
have, it was not difcerned ; which is the fame thing 
in eiFeft. And I am very unwilling to mifcarry at laft, 
through the treachery of my pretended friends at 
Conftantihople, or for want of riill inftruftions from 
the Imperial Divan. 

It is for this reafon, I prefume to addrefs to the 
duii of thy feet,- fupreme judge of the faithful, 
begging the iftterpofition of thy paternal authority 
on my oehalf. 

There is one thing more, which in all humility 
I recommend to thy wifdom and fan^tity. I have 
often writ to thy predecefTor on the fame account, be- 
feeching him to promote the tranflation of hiftories, 
and other learned books, out of foreign languages 
into Turkifh or Arabick. That fo knowledge might 
flourifh amongtheMuflulmans, and the Infidels might 
have no more ground to call us barbarous. Let men 
Ikilful in language and fciences be fought for. There 

are 
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sure not wanting fuch at Conftantinople, and in other 
parts of the Empire. Let thdm be employed in com- 
piling an UnivemI Hiftory of the World in Turkifli; 
more ample, true, and correct, than any that has gone 
before it, in Greek, Latin, or any other language. 
'Fhis will bring an eternal honour to the Ottoman 
Empire, and prove no hard tafk to them that £hall 
ui^dertake it ; iince it will be only a dioice collec- 
tion out of other authors -, a garland of flowers cuU 
led from the various fields of hiftory, and compofed . 
together with an order full of luftre and beauty, the 
whole work being interwoven with a chain of chro* 
nological years ; which'will not only give it a iiri- 
gular i^race, but alfo be of great aavantage to the 
AluflTuTman readers. 

Succeflbr of the Apoftles, remember, that though 
our holy lawgiver could neither write nor read, yet 
the fucceeding caliphs encouraged learning. Bene- 
didion on the fouls of them and their pofterity. So 
will future ages blefs my memory, if thou vouch* 
fafefl to encourage this glorious work : And Ithu* 
r^L the angel of Science, will make thee his aflbciate 
in Paradife. or 

With profound fubmiffions I retire from thy facred 
piefence, begging thy abfolution, and bleffing. 

Paris, 9th of the 6th moon, 
of the 3rear 1667. 



LETTER VIIL 

I To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 
Signion 

AMong other difpatches I could not forget what 
I owe to the long continued friendfhip which 
I has been between us. mving leifure tfaerelore be- 
! Vol. VII. C fore 
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fore the poft goes, I will inform thee of a birth, 
which has occafioned little ioy to the parents^ but 
much admiration among all that hear of it» and 
raifed learned difputes between the profeifors of 
phyftc JiXhd furgenr. 

In the town of Wacrteed, near Ardenburg, in tlie. 
Low-Countries, a womaii was lately drirveped of a 
monftrous child, with two heads, two necks, four 
arms, and prDportionably all parts both outward 
and inward double to the navel, which feemed to be 
the cent^ of union between llie two bodies. For 
from thence downwards there appeared only the pro- 

e>rtion and Ihape of one body, with two diighs,- 
gs, and feet. The faces were different ; one 
fqualid and irregular, without a nak or mouthy ex- 
cept a kind of KH-ifice under the chin ; fc^r the eyes 
pwetBsd the place of the mouth, and a perfed mas- 
culine genital took up die room of the nofe : The 
other was fair, and made witJi fynmietry, having 
nothing extraordinary, faving two teeth growing 
out of the gums. 

This irregular pfodiM^on has been curioufly dif- 
ie&ed* by a ramous anatomift, who found two hearts, 
two ftomachs, and the odier vitals all fingle. What 
I have faid is attefled W five profeffi^d phyficians, 
who opened this wondernil creature. 

There have been mapy examfdes of extraordinary 
. births, efpecially in thefe parts of the world. And 
I have read in a French author, a man of credit, 
that in the year 1592 of the Chriftian He^ira, a 
woman of Alfatia Drought forth at once an hun- 
dred and fifty children, each but three inches 
long. 

But what I (hall now tell thee, though it be not 
rem;arkable for the number of children^ yet has 
fomething lingular in the circumflances diat at- 
tended it. 

Irmetrude^ the countefs of Altorfe,^ accufed one 

of her neighbours of adultery, becauie (he had 

three chilctrcn at a bird)) faving, ^ She deferved to 

^ be lied up in a fack^ ana (hrowa into the fea/ 

4 Next 
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Next year the countefs herfelf was delivered of twelve 
fons all at a birth. And touched with remorfe for 
die fentence which (he had pronounced againft the 
other MToman, concluding it now a juft puniflime0t 
for herfelf, fent a maid with eleven of thefe new- 
Wn infants, commanding her to drown them in 
the next river, refcrving omy one to be Ac heir of 

j his father's eftate. 

i Fate had fo determined, that her hufband the earl 
met the maid as^ fhc was going to commit diis exe- 
crable villainy ; and afking her what fhe had got in 

I her lap, (he anfwered, * I am* goin^ to drown a few 

I * young whelps/ The earl being a great hunter, and 
confequently a lover of dogs, had a mind to fee 
whether any of thefe whelps were of a promifin^^ 
aipeft ; wlien to his aftonimment he found eleven 
of human fhapes, all living and perfeft, but very 
fmall. He preflcd the maid fo far, that fhe confeffed 
the whole truth. Whereupon enjoining her filence, 
and affurance of a eood reward, he caufed her to 
carry them to one of his tenants j where being all 
cherijQied and laid warm, he difpofed of them after- 
wards in convenient places to be nurfed and brought 
up till they came of age. Then he fent for them 
privately to his houfe, having firft apparelled them 
in the fame fafhion as their brother was in Mrho 
dwelt at home. 
As foon as the countefs caft her eye on them, and 

fo ' 



obferved their number and faces, 10 exaftlv rcfem- 
bling him who had been always with her, me wept 
in a paffion betwixt Ihame and ioy, confeffing her 
former cruel intention ; and falling at the feet of 
her lord, he pardoned her. From thefe eleven de- 
fcend the family of the Whelps or Guelphs, (b re- 
nowned in Germany, and bearing this name from 
the maid's anfwer to the earl, when {he had them in 
her lap* 

Suca ftrange produ<%ons as thefe, occaAon various 

enmiiries among the philofophers here in the Weft : 

Whether human fouls be generated like the bodies ta 

which they are united, or whether they are created 

C2 by 
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by the immediate power of God. Affuredly thefe In- \ 
iidels are much in the dark, and fhut. their eyes a- I 
gainft the light of the Oriental fages. If the Pro- | 
phets fhould rife from the dead, they would not be 
able to convince thefe uncircumcifed, that all things :j 
vifible and invifible are from eternity, and that there 
is nothing new in the fyftem of the univerfe, except 
the various outward forms, which change indeed ac- 
cordii^ to the laws of endlefs tranfmigration, and I 
fometimes according to the frolics of nature, who : 
loves to mix her mterludes and anticks with the 
cftabtifhed fehfe of every age. i 

What I have writ is to divert thee : But when Ihall | 
I have an anfwer ais from an old friend ? Let not the 
honours of the Serail make thee forget thofe with 
whom thou haft been once familiar. My dear Hall, i 
be not too much a courtier. Thy long filence and | 
refervednefs forces this language from me. Shall 
Conftantinople blot out thy remembrance of Arabia ? 
Or the blaft of a monarch's favour be more valuable 1 
than the durable integrity of a countryman, a friend ? 
If the Sultan trufts his life in thy hands, doft not 
thou know that a fit of gripes, the ftone, gout, or i 
^ny violent diftemper, will turn all his confidence i 
jnto jealoufy ? I tell thee he will fufpe£l poifon iin 
the very looks. 

Therefore, continue to be the fame man as thou j 
wert formerly, and let not thy improvements in phy- I 
fie make thee go backward in morality. 

Paris, 23d of the 6th moon, 
of the year 1667. 
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I 
L E T T E R IX. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 



NOW I fee thou art a man of bufincfs : Thy 
iJiind is cured of its religious itch, and reftored 
to a found complexion. Perievere and be happy. 

Let no vain fcruples of confcience moleft thy fouI» 
concerning the peace that was lately made between 
the Grand Signior and the German. Cares of this 
nature belong to thofe who iit at the helm, and 
direct the fteerage of the ftate. As for thee and 
me, ouir part is only to obey, without enquiring 
whether it be right or wrong that we are command- 
ed. Every thing is lawful to us that is enjoined by 
our fuperiors : And the public reafon ought to fuper- 
fede our private narrow fentiments. Whatever prae^ 
munires we incur by our obedience, the confcience 
of the ftate will be our bail, our advocate, and 
our ranfom : Therefore, once more, go on and 
profoer. 

Thou couldft not have done the Grand Signior a 
greater piece of fervice, than by thus happily infi- 
nuating thyfelf with the Hungarian faction at Vienna : 
For by that means thou becomeft matter of the fe- 
crets of both fides, the Janus that overlooks two op- 
pofite cabals at once ; and fo mayeft not only form 
thy intrigues the better, but alfo give a clearer light 
to the minifters of the Sublime Porte. 

I am difpleafed to hear of the frequent confpiraci.es 
that have been made againft the emperor*s f)erfon.. 
Not for any love that f bear to him, or the houfe of 
Auftria ; for I wifli there was not a branch of that 
inceftuous ftem left alive on earth : But I never knew 
fuch kind of plots, if once difcovered and pre- 
vented, to take efFe£l again. Befides, they many 
.times fpoil the main defign : For what fienifies it, 
if this empqror were feized and put to death, fo long 
C 3 as 
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as there is any one of that tyrannical race furviving ? 
They arc all of the fame blood and intereft ; edu- 
catec alio in the fame principles and, maxims. In a 
word, they h^ve all but one game to play ; which 
is, to aggrandize themfelves and their pofterity for 
ever. And therefore thefe clandelKne methods of 
poifon or aflkflin, will but make them more watch- 
ful to prevent all defigns of the like nature for the 
future. 

Remember, Nathan, that the mark which thou art 
to aim at, is to cherifh the difcontents of Hungary, 
by all the arts of a cunning ftatefman. Count 
Peter de Sereni is a fit fubjeft to work upon. The 
death of his brother, ancl his own difgrace at the 
Imperial court, with the rifing fortune of Monti-s- 
cuculi, have filled him with fentiments of revenge 
and envy. He cannot bchpld count d'Averfperg in 
poileffion of Carelftadt without much refentment, 
having with fo great pafSon begged that government 
for himfelf. 

If this prince can but be induced to revolt, many 
thoufands of the Croats, Dalmatians, and Sclavo- 
nians, will take up arms under him, which will at 
once weaken both the German empire, and the ftate 
of Venice. Befides, .the marriage of his daughter 
with prince Raeotfki, may engage the Tranfilvanians 
in his party. Count Nadafti, alfo, they fay, is not 
well pleafed witli the court, aiming to be Palatine of 
Hungary, which has been refufed nim. This news 
comes to me but by report : If it be true, thou art 
in the fairer way to fucceed. - Such great malecon- 
tente as thefe will puzzle the minifters of ftate, and 
exercife the policy of prince Lobkovitz. 

Befides, if things ihould not proceed to an open 
rupture, yet^ thou knoweft, the Hungarians are of- 
fended at 'the late peace, which will not fail to put 
them upon committing perpetual a£ls of hoftility. 
They Itomach it extremely, that the town of New- 
hawfel is in the Grand Signior's hands ;,aiKl they will 
be always oh their guard m the neighbouring parts, 
patrolipg about, and ikirmilhing with our foragers : 

Which 
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"Which will aflFord a good occafion at any time for 
our ibvereign to break the peace^ whenever it is fof 
his intereft. There are abundance of confequences. 
in fucti a cafe^ more than^ we can think of or fore- 
(ee^ yet all to our advantage. As long as we go 
the right way to work^ all things will fucceed 
well. Make no falfe fteps,. and there is no danger 
of Humbling. 

Remember ftill, that thy particular charge is, to 
fomoit a civil war between the court of Vienna 
and the Hungarians. It is no matter who gets the 
better of it. Let them quarrel to eternity, and de- 
ftroy one -another in God's name :. Then ihall the 
^uiTulman empire thrive. 

Before God, you have a ' fine opportunity, ye 
fa6iious conu^des : But beware of fly interlopers- 
Damn the eafmefa and j^ood^nature (falfely fo called) 
of thofe who will admit any man into tneir cabal, 
orovided he puts on a fair gliife of one of the party. 
Ve cannot be too referved and clofe. Do ye think 
ihe emperor has not his fpies about in every corner I 
A pox of your ftupidity,, if you fuffer this brave de- 
fign to mifcarry for want of looking fharp. Damn> 
you, foi a parcel of old thread-bare fools^ if after fo 
many experiences you do not furbiih up your wits, 
and look . to yourfclves. There is a Gottendorf, 
Railliwets, Skus, the knight baron Leipfem, £lnard 
the hereditary pretender to the marquifate of Thanu,. 
with many others whom I will not name in this let- 
ter : By Mofes and M^omet they are all rogues ; 
and if you truft them too far, they furely &tray 
you. 

Nathan, believe me, I Would not write fo pafr 
fionately wer^ my life at all precious, fiujt I have 
no other end in protracting the minute of my tranf*- 
nai^ration. than to exalt, as much as in me lies, the 
majefty of the Ottoman lineage, and to guard it from 
dangers. I am placed here on purpofe by fate : And 
I wUl do my duty, though the whole world ihould 
fputter their venom againft me. 

" C 4 O If. 
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O Ifraelites, both thou and I muft fhortly leave 
this earth ; or at leaft we muft change the form of 
our earth. We fliall never ceafe to be fomething ; 
God knows what. 

In the mean time, be what thou feemeft to be. 

Paris, 23d of the 6th moon, 
of tne year 1667. 



LETTER X. 

To the moft Sublime and Magnificent of 
the Muffulman Baffa's, Achmet, the Vizir. 
Azem. 

MAY c laplets of immortal flowers crown thy 
noble head, illuftrious Cuperly, ftrong prop 
of the houfe of Etrogriel, main buttrefs of the 
tower of the Selzuccian tribe, the lineage of. Otto- 
man, heir, of the heirs to Ifmael, the eldeft fon of 
our father Abraham, the glory of men, and the 
beloved of God. 

Not the unmatched perfumes of Arabia, not the 
furprifing odours of the Perlian incenfe, which 
they offered to the fun, not all the moft (kilful 
compofitions of Eaftern aromaticks put together, are 
half fo fweet, as is thy glorious name among .Jthe 
Muffulmans. 

I received thy orders with a reverence, fecond 
onjy to that which is due to the Grand Signior, and 
will perform them with a loyal alacrity. I per- 
fecftly comprehend thy defign, and the drift of the 
Sublime Porte : Foe tnou haft ftated the cafe like an 
oracle. It will not be difficult, I believe, to fuggeft 
under-hand to the French court, .the advantage 
they may make of the prefent diftraftions in Hun- 
gary : 



n 
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fary : For they are already become the Aibjcft of 
common difcourfe.. Lewis the Fourteenth, by en* 
couraging thofe malecontents, and fupporting their 
caufe with private difburfements of money, will 
doubtlefs facilitate his own defigned conquefts on the 
neighbourhoods of tHI Rhine. For if the Hungarian, 
lords proceed to an open revolt, and throw them- 
felves under the Sultan's proteftion, the Emperor of 
Germany will be obliged to turn all his forces that » 
way ; which yet will not be able to withftand the 
united armies of the Hungarians, Croatians, Hey- 
dukes, Tartars, and the molt invincible Ofmans., 50- 
that by this means, the Empire will be weakened ott 
both fides, and in fatal danger of its final diffolu-- 
tion ; whilft the itrength and power of the Grand 
Signior, and the king of France, his noble ally, wilt 
daily increafe. 

Befides, this will put all Europe into divifions and 
parties, according a^ their interefts- and aifeSions- 
incline them, feme liding with the emperor, others 
with the French king ; whilft the generality wilt 
ftand neuters, and contemplate the iflue of thefe: 
wars, without a/lifting one fide or the other. Than 
which, nothing can fall out more happy or propitious 
for the facred monarchy of the Ofmans. 

In obedience to thy command, I have written ta. 
Nathan Ben Saddi on this account j • altogether as 
from myfelf, not giving him the leaft ground to con- 
jed^ure, that 1 had received an- order from the Porte* 
1 frequently take the liberty to counfel that honett 
Jew in many cales j inviting him to projedls in ge- 
neral terms, and to do fome extraordinary, ferv ice 
for the Grand Signior. So that he will imagine niy 
writing now is only of ' courfe, without' fuipedy n j 
any thing elfe^ 
« 1 befeech thee to fend me all the inftrudlions that 
are needful for me, not only to carry on this affair 
profperoufly, but all others relating to the. Port«. I 
will be careful to traniinit thy commands to Nathan 
Ben Saddi, in fuch a difguife, as he fhall not dream 
they axe any other than his own propofals ; Since 
C 5 thou 
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thou doft not think it fit that the majefty of th^ 
Porte (hould appear to be concerned in a bufine(s <>£ 
this nature, efpecially fo foon after the late peacr^ 
concluded with the emperor. 

It is an invaluable honour thou haft done me, ixx 
trufting to my condu<^ an iiilrigue, whofe efFe6fcs» 
for aught I know, may reach all the nations o^ 
Europe, and 1;^ till the day of doom. Queftion. 
not my fidelity, for it is of proof : Befides it many- 
times tempts a man to be faife, when he kiiows he 
is fufpe£ted to be fo. 

I am flave of the flaves of thofe who ftand near 
the Sulun'sperfon, and confefs Mohammed to be the 
Apoftle of God. More particularly I am devoted to 
thofe v^o have the honour to ferve thee, the grand 
pillar of the Ofman empire. God perpetuate thy 
felicity. 



Paris, 2^d of the 7th moon, 
of the year i667* 



LETTER XL 

To the Seliftar Aga, or Sword-bearer to 
the Sultan. 



THESE parts abound in adion at this tim^ 
couriers run up and down from court to 
court With fecret di/patches, and matters of deep im- 
|K>rt. The death of the queen of Poland, and orpopc 
Alexander VII. occafton this new ftirring and buttling 
in Europe. She died on the loth of the cth moon : 
He on the 22d. Every kingdom and ftate in the- 
ViAy have fomc intoreft to make m preferye ^ ibme 

defigti 
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defigii to form t>r to cairy on^ the fucceft of which; 
many times depends on the well managing the con- 
iequences of thefe. great and fatal breaches, whicbf 
death makes in the families of mighty potentates 
houfes of royal defcent. 

The French court were all diiTolved in joy, for* 
the marriage of the duke of Guife with mademoifelle: 
d'Alencon : They were in the midft of the nuptiaf 
triumphs and feftival folemriities, when the black 
expreffes came, which foon turned all their mirth to- 
mourning, at leaft in outward appearance. For it 
was not decent for the fons to continue longer revel- 
line;, when the ^reat fether^ay embalmed in order- 
to his fepulture. Therefore to prevent idlenefs^ the. 
king thought fit to change the paftimes of the court, 
for more neceflary bufinefs ; and the foft entCTtain- 
ments of Hymen, for the rugged toils of war, He 
caufed his armies to march into Flanders, to give his 
aueen poflefiion of certain eftates fallen to her in^ 
thofe parts. This furprifed the Low Countries, who^ 
began to demoliik feveral places of ffarength, that had; 
not fudicient ganifbns to them. 

The king waa himfelf in perfon at the head of 
his army, which gave immenfe courage to his foU 
diers. So that Tournay quickly furrendcred to 
him, on the 24tb of the 6th moon ; and Doway 
uot^ many days after. In the mean while, the 
marefchal d'Aumont, with another army, takes 
Bergue and F.urnes near Dunkirk. Then he be-. 
lieges Lifle, which was taken alfo after feventeen 
(lays ; hut not wi^out the king's prefenice ; who 
appeared indefatigable, always on horfeback, or in 
^is coach, going the rounds, and furveying all the 
works. He flept in his coach that night the town 
was taken, on a bridge not far from Ghent. They 
. have alfo taken Courtray, Oudenard, and Aloft* 
They have defeated the prince de Ligr*e, and the 
CQunt de Marcin; In a word, they have done fo 
nukhy great things this campaign, that all Flan- 
'ders is fhipifi^ as at a miracle. 

Illuflrious 
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Illuftrious Aga, I have in a fort of miniature pre- 
fented thee with the true effigies of Weftern aftairs 
at this junfture. Let not my abruptnefs difplea(e 
thee ; fince this epitome defcribes the truth as livelily, 
as if I had filled an cUr of parchment up with words. 

Paris, 2d of the 8th moon, 
of the year 1667. 



LETTER XIL 

To Dgnet Oglou. 

I Know not whether I have reaibn to rejoice or be 
fad in my prefent circumftances ; fo ambiguous 
are the events of human life. Even the moll blan- 
difliing gifts of fortune, and fuch as we are extremely 
taken with, many times prove like the Trojan horfc, 
only fair and .gay in outward appearance ; whilft, 
like that deceitful eneine of the Grecian craft, they 
carry an army of hidden calamities within, which, 
in the midit of our fecure repofe, when we leaft 
dream of any evil^ rufli upon us from their concealed 
and unfufpedied ambufcades, putting us all in terror 
and confufion. 

However, fince I have had a fufiicient fliare of 
troubk, grief, and melancholy ; now let other 
fprightly, chearful paifions take their turn, be the 
event how it will ; I Cannot always bear the bur- 
xlen of n loadedTpleen, crammed and puffed up with 
melancholy winds, the embryos pr vehicles at leaft 
of horrid thoughts, perplexing cares, and black 
defpair. Befides, methinks I have a fit occafion to 
be merry ; being by a very pleafing accident, at once 
rid of a great many vain doubts and anxieties, 

i which have difturbed my peace for thefe three or 
our years) and reftored to the charming conver- 

fation 



r 



A SPY AT PARIS. 37 

fation of Daria,. whom thou mayeft remember I fo 
paifionately loved in the days of my youth. 

Know then, that one day as I was walking; in 
the flrects,.! met th^t lovely Greek in mournmg. 
Surprized above meafure at the fight of a perfon, 
for Mrhom I had formerly cheriffied fo great an 
efteem ; I ftood ftill at firft, like one thunder-ftruck. 
I could not forbear queftioning riiy own fenfes, and 
giving the lie to my eyes, which affured me it 
was Ihe. Neither age nor abfehce had effaced her 
loved idea from my memory, or fo much changed 
her face, but that I eafily called to mind the object 
of my amorous defires. Yet my aftonifhment was 
fuch at this unthought-of interview, that I had not 
refolution enough to believe myfelf ; and her a- 
mazement feemed no lefs than mme ; whilft neither 
of us had power to fpeak, but ttood like, fools. Till 
I, afhamed longer to lofe myfelf in fuch an effemi- 
nate confufion of fpirit, hrft broke fiience, not 
without fome rapture and emotion, crying out^ 
'* Is it Daria or her ghofl:, I fee ? Has fortune blef-^ 
'' fed or mocked me. at the fatal hour ? Or do de- 
** ludine nymphs and fairies haunt the flreets of 
*' populous cities, walking about in borrowed forms, 
*' and mixing with the throng of mortals, to tan- 
*' talize our lofteft hopes with a falfe fliew of fomc 
.** dear lover, friend, or perfon highly wifhed for, 
*' never to be enjoyed ? It may be true, that Cy- 
" therea left her heaven ^as Virgil does relate) and 
*' in a Tyrian drefs met tne heroic offspring of An- 
" chifes in the fields, amufing him with a difguifed 
" femblance of mortality and human race, until 
*' her heavenly voice difcovered that fhe was a god- 
" defs. So ufed Diana to defcend in dead of night, 
'' and mix the {lumbers of Endymion with immor- 
" tal dreams, flealing foft kifles from the lovely 
" youth, and whifpering celeflial words into his 
*' ears, more, forcible than the fongs of Orpheus, 
" when he moved the trees and rocks to paflions- 
." of Platonick' love. At other times they would 
** come down, and take the air of cool mount Maemus, 

•* or 
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** or the lofty Ida. Thus Melpomene^ CMou 
*' the reft of the facred nine* would often yifitthe| 
^^ refrefhing heights of their beloved Parnaflus 
*' from whence defcending to the ihady banks o 
•' Helicon, with more than mortal voices, would 
^^ awake and tempt the wanton eccbos to ftrike up^l 
** like unifons, and ioin in concert with them^f 
^* whilft they chaunt the praifes of fome demi-go<i» 
*^ or hero, whom they love. But that a godaefs, 
*^ nymph, or mufe, did ever frequent the common . 
*^ croud of mortals in a city, is not to be ere- 
*^ dited : Therefore, unlefs I dream> it is Dark I 
« behold." 

My Dgnet, I was running on in higher ecftafles 
at mentioning of her name, but that (he fmiled^ 
and interrupted me with an obliging refervednefs, 
and faid, ^^ Mahmut, if you are toe man I take 
*' you for, and would have my eftecm, be Icfs 
*' paffionate, and leave off this wild way of rail- 
*' lery : We both are paft the vanities of youth : 
*' Our years fhould now retain no remnant froths 
^' of early boiling blood, and young, green, fooliih 
" paffions." 

I took this only for a female banter, and eflay of 
woman's craft, to try the fenfe and humour of a 
man. For, thou knoweft, the greateft princefs loves 
a truly paflionate addrefs, though not a puling, 
whining one j befides, it is the faihion here m 
France, to ufe romantic forms of fpeech, when they 
inake love.- However, in regard it was inconve- 
nient to lofe more time, -in the open ttreet, by this 
fort of difcourfe, I invited her to a houfe, where 
we might converfe with more freedom. She accept- 
«d the motion, and I conducted her to the houfe of 
Eliachim, the Jew. It is pleafantly feated on the 
banks of the riyer Seine, and has a fair garden be- 
longing to it. Eliachim happened to be abroad, 
which gave us a better opportunity of improving of 
time, without the heceffary interruption of falutes, 
compliments, &c. ufual in fuch a cafe." And I had 

the 
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, th9 command of bis houfe, as though he had been 
there himfelf. 

It being in the heat of fummer. lied Daria into 
a little, Ihady, green retreat, in the midft of the 
garden^ out of the reach of curious ears : where 
under the cool refrefhing fhelter of a wide-fpread 
bttach, we fat down and called to mind our former 
acquaintance and friendihip. Daria ftill retained 
her native modefty and prudence, neither had the 
external beauty of her face fuffered any greater de- 
triment, than what befals the faireft rofes, violets, 
or other flowers, which even in-their moll decayed 
eftat^ merit ^c cbaraaer of amiable fweetnef^. 
However, the luftre of her wit, and goodnefs of 
her humour,^ fuppUed all other defers. 

I proteft, my Dgnet, it was impoffible for me to 
fee, and not to love ^gain, a perfon whofe idea was 
once fo domeftic and familiar to my foul. And I 
was the more animated to muke my court, when (h^ 
told me« that ihe was a widow, it was eafy to for- 
«t, or banifli from my thoughts, her former faith- 
ful treachery, in acquainting her hufband with my 
amour. Love foon removes all puny obftacles ; it 
is ready, prompt, and dextrous to find excufes for 
the greateft faults a friend can ever commit -, much 
more ingenuous to palliate the peccadillos of a 
miftrefs. This generous paffion, by a peculiar 
force, extirpates all revenge, and blots out the 
memoirs of pail unkindneis. It ever fprings and 
blogms with frelh defures, young vigorous incli* 
nations : Like to the palm opprefled with weights, 
it higher grows : It would fain increafe, dilate, and 
flretch itfelf to immortality* There is no confide- 
ration, but that of honour, can pretend to match, 
or iland in competition with the divine regard of 
Jove. And yet tne moft exalted human glory often 
veils to this foft paffion : The conquerors of the 
world fufFer themfelves to be overcome by women. 

Wonder not therefore, that I, who am fleih and 
blood as well as otl^er men, could AOl now defend 
myfelf from iair Daria's charms* 

Excuft 
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Excufemein that I cannot no^ give thee any 
farther account of this adventure ; being interrupted 
by a meflenger from Eliachim the Jew, who brings 
me word, my mother is very fick, and wants my 
company. Expeft another difpatch fpecdily. 



Paris, 15th of the loth moon, 
df the year 1667. 



LETTER XIII. 

To Pefteli y ali, his Brother, Matter of the 
Cuftoms, and Superintendant of the Ar- 
fenal at Conftantinople. 



IT is written In the fates, that man (hould once at 
leaft be vanquifhed by a woman in his life. But 
it is my chance to be twice futdued by one of 
thlt fair fex. I know not whether I acquainted 
thee with the love I formerly bore to Daria, a 
beautiful Greek lady fojourning in Paris. Neither 
have I at this inftant an opportunity to look over 
the file of my letters, they being in my lodgings, 
and I at Eliachim's houfe, where I writ this letter, 
for the fake of a convenience, which offers itfelf, of 
fending thee a fmall prefent of watches, and orien- 
tal ftones, by a Jew, a merchant, who is juft de- 
parting for Conftantinople. 

However, if thou art curious to know the circum- 
ftahqes of this am6ur, I fpeak of^ our friend Oglou 
can inform thee of it. In the mean, time, fufFer me 

to 
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to vent fome of my thoughts concerning "women, 
and .the love of them rooted fo deeply in our hearts 
by nature. None of our fex could ever efcape this 
gentle paiBon, it beii^ mixed and blended in our 
very original embryos, ,and after cherifhed w^ith our 
mothers milk. It was the peculiar myftery of our 
nuries, by a thoufand female tricks ana, arts of 
neceflary tendernefs, to blow and kindle up the . 
little fparks of this immortal fire, ^thin our in- 
fant fouls ; whilft from their breafts we fucked 
and guzzled down inebriatine philter and love-po- 
tions, more forcible an(J durable than thofe the Gre- 
cian maids compound by magick rules when they 
vrould captivate fome lovely youth within their 
fnares. Our blood thus fed with early fympathetic 
draughts, becomes the feminary of a thoufand amo- 
rous inclinations ; general, unformM, and volatile 
afFe43ions to that fex ; till time and opportunity 
Ex our loofe defires on fome particular maid, whom 
fate or chance has brought into our view. At the 
.firft glance, fhe darts from her enchanting eyes the 
perfeA image of her foul, which penetrates like 
lightning, our moft interior Faculties. The fwift 
idea transforms us into its own fimilitude j like 
melted wax we take the momentary impreffion of a 
figure, which may laft as long as we ; or if we melt 
again, it is but to receive fome other ftamp of love. 
Thus our whole love pafles away in an enchanted 
circle of ampurs. 

However, it is the part of a wife man to regulate 
this pailion, and not to fuft'er it to degenerate into 
dotage. There is much to be faid in praife of wo- 
men, and not a little in their difparagement : As we 
are riddles to ourfelves, fo that 'fex is in a highqr 
degree myfterious and a paradox. 

It would be a kind of facrileeious envy to con- 
ceal their excellencies, and the advantages they have 
of us in many regards, whilft ow partial pen fliall 
only publifh their defeats and infirmities. Some He- 
brew doctors, from the different names of Adam 
and Eve, draw arguments to prove the dignity and 

perfediou 



42 LETTERS WRIT BY 

^ctk&ion of the female (ex, in that Adam iignl-^ 
heth [earth J but Eve expreifes [life]. For they aT- 
firm, that every name which Gcxl impofed on any 
thing, defcribes its nature and qualities as a picSture 
reprelents the original. Therefore by how much 
life is more to be efteemed than earth, by fo much 
more excellent, in the opinion of thofe rabbles, is 
woman than man. 

They go further alfo j and from the affinity be- 
tween five's name and the facred name of God, the 
ineffable tetragrammaton the cabalifts borrow proofs 
in confirmation of their doctrine. - 

I know not whether fuch critical obfervations be 
of any moment or no, in this cafe ^ yet thou 
knoweft that all the Eaftern languages are full of 
hidden myfteries ; each word and letter being im- 

!>regnated with tome divine or natural fecret, be- 
ide the common obvious fenfe. Thus Al Zerbi^ 
the holy Muflulman dodor fays, there is magic in 
the facred name of Jefus, and that whenever it 
fball be once pronounced through the great tube 
or trump of Michael, it fhall caufe all the powers 
in heaven, in earth, and hell, to bow the knee» 
This globe whereon we tread, fliall tremble, and 
all - the elements melt away ^ the firmament (haU 
be fnatched up like to the motion of an Eaftern 
antiport, vciL or curtain. The wide-ftretched 
orbs above mall warp and rowl together, as a 
fcorched flcin or a piece of parchment does before 
a fire. So forcible will be the energy, of that tre- 
mendous Word by which the Univerfe was made, 
when God defigns to rend this vifiblc world of 
ours in jpieces, that he may revieal his nobler 
works, the worlds invifible and eternal. This 
mighty frame -on every fide will bow, and yields 
and vanifh; not able to fupport the crowding 
train and luftre of immortal glories, radiant, bright 
eifences, defcending[ in a body from the high pa- 
laces of God, the infinite folitudes and receffes of 
the Omnipotent. 

Thou 
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' Thou haft no reafon to Jje fcandalized at what I 
writ^, as if 1 were a Chriftian, Thou feefti have 
a do£ior of the Arabs for my author : A true be- 
Kever, and .reputed faint. Befides, if I am worthy 
to advife thee, let not the common pradlice of Muf- 
fulman profeflbrs in the Imperial city tempt the« 
to defpife the Blefled Son of Mary, of whom our 
Holy rrophet fpeaks fo honourably. How many 
chapters in the Alcoran do celebrate his praife ? I 
rather counfel thee to imitate the honeft Turcomans, 
who are efteemed the beft of true believers. Thefc 
honour both Jefus. and his matchlefs Virgin-mother: 
So do the Chupmeffiafi, and all good Muffulmansi 
As for the reft, they are either fuperftitious and mo- 
rofe fanaticks, profligate renegadoes, orloofe, wild 
libertines, who fear neither God nor man. 

And now I have mentioned that incomparable 
Mary, mother of the Meffias, of whom the mighty 
Alcoran fpeaks fuch venerable things ; it is a fit oc- 
caiion to return from my digreifion, and proceed in 
relating^ what the Jewiih rabbies fay further in com- 
mendation of the female fex. 

They^confider the order which God, according to 
the writing of Mofes, obferved in the creation, viz, 
^at among his works fome are incorruptible and 
immortal ; others fubjeft to corruption and change ; 
and that as he began in the nobleft fpecies of the 
former, to wit, pure feparate fpirits j fo he ended 
in the moft illuftrious of the latter, that is, woman ; 
the laft of all his works, and the moft perfeft^ of, 
compound beings : For in her are centered and con- 
fummated the nature of the heavens, the earthy 
air, fire, and water, with minerals, plants, and 
animals, and whatfoevcr elfe was made before her. 
This is tha oj^inion of fome Hebrew writers, who 
believe, that Cod having made Eve, and then fur- 

yed the fyftem of his works, found nothing more 

xdlent or divinely framed than woman. There- 
lure in her he refted and commenced the Sabbath, 
as if his power and wifdom now were tired and 
foilid, and that he could not ftart the idea of another 

creature 



- - ^-^ 



44 LETTERS WRIT BY 

creature more perfeft than her : Or, as if he did 
not cfteem the univerfe itfelf compleat without the 
laft and mofl: accomplifhed of his worksr For they 
hold it is abfurd to believe, that God would fmim 
fuch a prodigious and admirable tafk, in any mean 
or abjeci thing. They alfo illuftrate this by - a 
fimilitude, afferting, that the world being, as it 
were, an entire circle, it follows by neceflary con- 
fequence, that it was finifhed in that part, which by 
the moft intimate union couples the firft atom to 
the laft. 

They endeavour to ftrengthen this by the com- 
mon principle of philofo^y, which teaches that the 
end is always firft in the intention, and laft in exe- 
cution. Woman, therefore, being the laft work of 
the creation, it is evident, fay they, that (he was 
the chief defign and aim the Almighty ha'd in build- 
ing this immenfe filbrick, which he firft furniflied 
and adorned with infinite riches and delights, and 
then introduced her, as into her own native, proper 
palace, there to reign as abfolute queen over all nis 
works. ) 

Befides, they 'take advantage from the particular 
place of her creation to exalt her, in that flie was 
formed inParacJife among the Angels, whereas man 
was made in the common wafte among the brutes. 
And therefore they fay, women have this peculiar 
privilege, that when they look down from any emi- 
nent height or precipice, they feel no dizzinefs or 
giddy fymptoms iA their head, no mift or dimnefs 
m their eyes, being;, as it were, nearer their proper « 
element, or lofty birth-place ; whereas it is common 
for mfen to be troubled with thefe accidents in fuch 
a eafe. 

But the moft prevailing argument they ufe, is 
taken from the ftupendous beauty of that fex,which, 
like the finer fort of clouds in fummer, feems to 
engrofs the fplei\dors of immortal light, and fo re- 
fleS: them on the world. How matchlefs is a wo- 
man's form ! What dazzling majefty environs her 
from head to foot ! Gaze on her lovely counte- 
nance 



A SPY AT PARIS. 45 

Tiance without aftonifliment ; or fix your eyes on 
her's without an ecftafy ; thofe lights which do mif- 
lead the morning ftars, and caufe the gods to ramble 
from their heaven, if what the ancient- poets fay be 
true. So did Apollo for his Daphne, and Jupiter 
for others of that charming fex. Neither neecf we 
nv-onder at this, fmce the written law itfelf records, 
that angels fell in love, with admirable maids of hu- 
man race, and took them for their wives or concu- 
bines, from whom the progeny of giants came. 
Thus more modern writers teftify, that incorporeal 
fpirits and daemons of all ranks and qualities, both 
good land bad, have been enflamed with ardent paf- 
iions for fome mortal virgin. Which is no falfe or 
vain opinion, as the incredulous part of men would 
fain inlinuate, but a known truth, confirmed by 
many experiences. 

Indeed, fo admirable is the figure, voice, and 
mien of a fair woman, that he is. wilfully blind who 
does not fee, whatfoever beauties the whole world 
is capable of, concentered in that fex. Anfl for this 
reafon it is, that not only man, with angels, dae- 
mons, genii, fatyrs, and the whole feries of rational 
beings, admire a fair woman ; but alfo the very 
brutes are ftruck with a profound amazement at her 
fight : With fighs and ftlent vows the animal ge- 
nerations pay homage to her, and adore the ftately 
idol. Every thing in nature is enajpoured, and lie* 
proftrate at her feet : She alone commands the 
univerfe. 

Yet after all, my .brother, they have their dark 
fide too, like the reft of mixed beings. They are 
the frontier pafles of the world above, and that be- 
low ; the gates of life and death, the very avenues 
to heaven or hell, according as they are ufed. Like 
fire they will warm and refrefli a man, if he keep 
at a due diftance j but if he approach too near, 
they will fcorch.and blifter him, it not confume him 
quite. Or, like that other element of water, they 
are very good and ferviceable, whilft kept within 
their bounds i but let them once break down the 
4 banks 
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baiiks of modefty, they will threaten all with ruin, 
In'a word, it is neither fafe to vex them in the leaft, 
or humour them too much. The excefs of fond- 
nefs, as well as the defedt of natural love, may 
equally undo us. Prudent generofity is the only 
method of making ourfelves happy in the enjoyment 
of this fex. 

Dear Pefteli, let us reverence ourfelv^, and then 
we cannot fail of due refpe<Sl from our wives and 
concubines. For they love a man thajt is truly maf* 
culine and brave. 

Paris, the 15th of the loth moon, 
of the year 1667. 



LETTER XIV. 
To the fame. 



JUST as 1 had finifeed the other. letter, I was 
alarmed afrefli with new difeoveries of Solyman*s 
treachery. That barbarous doj? is certainly an imp 
of hell, a devil in human flem ; an adventitious 
plant, plucked from the drc^ banks of Phlegethoq, 
or Cocytus, and enerafted in our noble ftock, on 
purpofe to ruin and deftroy us. The whole tribe 
IS bound to.curfe him witn immortal execrations. 
He induftrioufly feeks and ftudies all occajTions to 
do mifchief. His veins fure ftrearii with fierceft 
venoms, rather than with hmnan blood. The poi- 
ion of diragons and afps is under his tongue, and 
the gpll of crocodiles within his lips. His lungs 
breathe nothing but infernal finokes 5 the fpirit 
Negider timet the fyftole and dsaftde of his heart; 

and 
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jknd iiis whole body is a den of fiends, as foul ^d 
black ay thofe which guard the throne of the 
great prince of darknefs. 

I could have eafily forgiven his fly malicious at- 
tempts upon my life and honour, bis interloping" 
tricks ana plots, his calumnies and fianders, with 
all the train of his perfidious a<9:ions : But that he 
Should abufe the virtuous Fatima, daughter to our 
uncle Ufeph, is an injury I cannot put up, or par- 
don. That innocent lady nevej" deferved fuch cruel, 
unmanly ufage at his hands. The dregs of a thou-r> 
fand bitter curfes be his potion to drink in hell, un- 
less he repent of this prodigious bafenefs^ and make 
konourable fatisfs^ion. 

Thou wilt wonder, perhaps, what is Solyman*t 
crime, that fills me with fuch implacable refent- 
ments. Know then, that Fatima's hufband being 
called to the Grand Signior*s fcrvice in the wars ctf 
Dalmatia, smd for that reafon forced to tarry front 
her rfxwe thefc fourteen moons, (he entrufted Soly* 
man with an affair of strand importance, a natter 
which concerned her ufe, honour, and welfare ifi 
the workL It feems fhe had a quarrel with an old 
Grecian hag,^ who fought to proftitute her to the 
great Cadi of Smyrna, where fhe lives. This grandee 
had, by a flrange accident ken Fatima in a bath, > 
frequented only by women Of quality. However, 
through fome negied of the fervants, he was not 
efpied himfclf, but went away deeply in love. That 
paffion, thou knoweft, makes every body refllefs, 
that is tonaented with it. He knew not how to eafe 
himfelf, but by communicating his thoughts to the , 
fore-mentioned Grecian widow, whom he had often 
made the confidant of his anu>urs. The thorough- 
paced bawd foon promifed him relief, and that ihe 
would acc(Hnplifh his defires. However, fhe failed, 
and found herfelf miilaken, when fhe came to tempt 
the inviolate chaflity of Fatima : For all her glitter- 
ine promifes, her fofteft rhetoric could never corrupt 
a aeart oftablifhed firm in virtue* 

. Mai 
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Mad at her repulfc, fhe ftudies how to be re- 
veifjged, conceiving it not impofEble to bring her 
defigns about by violence, fince fair perfaaiions 
woiud not do. She frames a formal accufation a- 
gainft Fatima before the Cadi, taxing her with 
^ritchcraft and other crimes upon oath. The Cadi 
having learned his leflbn, would not hear the caufe 
in open divan ; but pirstendine indifpofition of 
body, caufed her to be brought oefore him in' his 
private bed-chamber. The Greek had ready by her 
ieveral fuborned witneiles, to depefe mol^. horrid 
things againft the innocent woman. When the 
Cadi protefling an entire refpeft to Fatima*^ huf- 
band, feemed to take pity on her circumftances, 
and waved the farther profecution of the cauiib till 
another time, keeping Fatima prifoncr in the mean 
while in his own palace. 

All this was managed fo privately, that nobody in 
-the town took notice of it, fave an acquaintance or 
two of the Grecian widow's, and Solyman ovr wor- 
thy coufm, who happened to be. at Smyrna in this 
very jun£hire among his othei rambles* 

Perfons'in trouble are willinff to fly for refuse 
to any friend, defiring their affiftance* Fatima all 
in tears at fach an unexpeded change of her 
condition, had leifure and opportunity to fpeak 
to Solyman, conjuring him to go to certain mti- 
mate friends of our family, living in Aleppo, and 
tell them her circumftances. Inftead of t^is, the 
, faithlefs villain goes to her huftand's friends at 
Tripoli, telling them the utmoft fhameful and 
fcandalous things of Fatima his malice could in- 
vent J and that by her lewd courfes (he had well- 
nigh ruined her hufband ; producing at the fame 
time forged bills and betters as from nim, whereby 
he raifed a thoufand zequins, with which the per- 
jured villain is gone nobody knows whither, to 
make his broken fortunes once again, and lay a 
foundation forjiew cheats. Whilft me poor injured 
Fatima is forced to bear the reproach and infamy of 

/ thmg* 
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Things whereof ftie nfever was guilty. But time, I 
hope, will clear her innocence, and bring that curfed 
vagabond to (hame. 

I counfelled him indeed lone agd to travel, and fee 
the various regions of the earth ; but I never advifed 
him to load his foul in fuch long voyages with the 
guilt of bafe ingratitude, barbarous malice, perfidy, 
and other vices of the blackeft hue. The fmaller 
frailties, ftains, and blemifhes of human life, are 
too great a burden fpr a generous heart to bear with- 
out complaints and fighs. He that has but a fpark 
of virtue in him, bluflies for every peccadillo he 
commits. If tempted by good compan^r, or in 
hopes to banifli melancholy thoughts, he indulges 
himfclf a larger draught of wine than what is ordi- 
nary, and fo infenfibly boil up his blood to irregular 
height, and fuperfluities, he is all this while nobody's 
foe but his own ; he plots no mifchief againft his 
friend, relapon, harmlefs neighbour, or acquain- 
tance. . All the enmity he flxews is to himfelf, and 
4n his cups he is not aware of that. For which 
reafon afterwards to expiate the criminal advances 
he made to felf-murder, he willingly fcums off th€ 
groffer ebullition of its heated veins in penitent 
weeping : A flood of tears runs from his eyes, 
like generous libations at the foot of the altar, to 
pacify the wrath of God ; whilft the lighter part 
evaporates in pious fighs and vows. Thus this pol- 
lution vanifhes like fmoke, and he is foon made 
clean again. And fo in other vices it is the fame 
with men difpofed to virtue : They endeavour to 
root out the evil habits they are accuftomed to: 
They try all ways and flratagems to reform them- 
felves. Bat wicked men, by inclination, fin on 
without remorfe : l"hey never ftudy to retrench the 
evils they commit : Ever propenfe to vice, they chufe 
its ways, and court the opportunities of doing im- 
pious things. They are natively unjufl, and cannot 
live at eale without premeditated crimes : It is their 
element to be projeding mifchief : And fuch a one 
is Sol y man, our coufm. 

Voi. VIL D God 
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God infpire him with moise grateful fentiments td- 
"wards his friends^ more natural and affedlian^te to 
thofe of his blood, and a more iuil deportment to all 
men : Or clfe he may be like Cain, who for murder- 
ing his brother was condemned to be a vagabond on 
earth ; and like Zeuli Bazar the Perfian^^who falfely 
accufed Hofain the Prophet, and for that reafon was 
troubled with a palfy in. his head as long as he lived. 

Paris, 14th of die loth moon^ 
of the year 1667. 



LETTER XV. 

To the Mufti's Vican 

I Sent an account to the Port« of the deaih ;of tlhc 
late Rumbeg, or Pope, who is the great Patriarch, 
of the Nazarenes. Now the cacdinals harve cho^n 
another to fucceedhim, whom they call Clement IX. 

. a man of a grcat.charadter for learning and .piety, and 
one from wLom the Franks expe<5l glorious things 
to be done for the public good of Chriftcndom, 

Thefc Popes feem to. inherit the authorit)r and ho- 
nour of the ancient Pontifex Maximua,.Qr High-prieft 
of the Romans in the time of Paganifm. Nay^ they 
aliunxe a far more ample and uncontroulable power. 
For thofc Gentile prelates always fubmitted. to the 
Imperial authority, from which thev received pro- 
tedion and maintenance. But thefe ChrHlian fathers 
acknowledge no fuperior on earth. Kings and Em- 
perors do homage to them, and perform the meaneft 
ibrvices ; as to hold the bafon whilft the pc^e wa&es 
his hands 5 to hold the ftirrup whilft be mounts or 
alights from oiF his mule. Sometimes great princes 
J tad his horfe by. the bridle; whilft at another feaifoji 

-they carry him on their fiioulders.. It is rjjcordod that 

Eumenes, 
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Eumcnes, king of Pergamus, came to Rome, and 
pulling off his turbamt, humbly laid, if on the ground 
before the fenate, confeiling he received his liberty 
from them. And Prufias, king of Bithynia, ufcd to- 
ffile himMf the Roman fenate's flave, and bow down 
to the earth before them. But this is nothing to the 
reverence which greateft monarchs pay the pope, 
when crawling on tlieir hands and knees^they kit 
the fandal on his foot. 

- He can make and depofe kings at pleafure, ab- 
folve fubjedts from their allegiance, bind and remit 
fins, open and fhut the gates of Paradife, Purga- 
tory, and Hell, or at lean: he endeavours to make 
the vtrorM believe fo. 

He has fevcnty car-dinais for his afliftahts and 
counfeifors, all equal to princes : A hundred and 
thirty archbriliops under his obedience : A thou- 
fand stnd feventeen biftiops i A hundred and forty 
four thoufand monafteries and religious houfes : 
Three hundred thoufand partlhes obeying his will, 
iand yielding homage to him. So that if he were 
refolved to carry on fome lafting war, he need anly 
lay an impoft of fix crowns a year on every mona- 
ftery, and fifty-two on every parifli, and it would 
amount to fixtteen millions ojf crowns yearly income. 
And if out of every monaftery'he chole out ten men, 
he would have an army of fourteen hundred and 
forty thoufand men ; wnich is more than any po- 
tentate in the world can do befide. 

Thou wilt fay, it is a wonder then he does not 
put this in pra6lice, and fo wage war with the Grand 
Signior^ wno has fleeced him of many flourifhing " 
countries formerly under his obedience. 

O facred oracle t>f the Muflulraans, God has tied 
wp his hand; he cannot do it. Thefe are but empty 
fpeculatians, impradticRble projeds, fantaftic chi- 
meras. The mighty train of his archbifhops, bifliops^ 
parifli -priefts, with jefuits, monks and friars, though 
nevei: fo willing to obey his orders in fuch a ca-e^ 
yet cannot ftir a foot without the leave of their re- 
i'pcQivQ fovcreigru^ For they are difperfed through 
D 2 divers 
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divers kingdom^, ftates, and principalities, where 
they are fuDJe<S to the laws and government in force. 
So that unlefs he could unite the hearts of all the 
Chriltian princes one with another, and with his 
own, to undertake fo grand an expedition, it is im- 
poflible ever to efFedt his will. Each nation has an 
intereft of its own to purfue, which makes them 
deaf to fuch propofals as may embarrafs^ if not ruin 
them. No Peter of the D^fert, ramblmg up and 
down from court to court, with his religious ha- 
rangue, will ever again prevail to raife another cru- 
fade : That zeal is out of fafhion now in Chriften- 
dom. Kings in thefe later ages have not half the 
attach and veneration for the pope they had in 
former times. When pope Boniface VIII. claimed 
a temporal jurifdiftion in France, Philip the Fair, 
being then king, fent him this fliort anfwer : " Let 
*' thy great fottilhnefs know, that in temporals we 
** are fubjecS^ to none but God alone." And a French 
ambaflador at Rome, fpeaking fomething boldly to 
the pope, the prelate reproached him,' ** That his 
** father was burnt for a heretic:" Whereupon the 
ambalFador gave him fuch a box ori the ear, that he 
fell down as dead. But it was a tart meffage indeed, 
which the Eaftern bifhops fent to pope John III. 
who claimed an univerfal authority over all the 
churches in the world. For, fay they, " We firmly 
" believe thy abfolute authority Over thy own fub- 
" l^&s-y but we who are not fubjeft to thee, can- 
" not bear. thy pride, nor are we able to fatiate thy 
V* avarice. The devil be with thee, and God with us. * 
In a word, all Denmark, S wedeland, Norway, Hbl- 
" land, England, Scotland, Geneva, Ireland, half the 
, Empire, and half SwiiTerland, are fallen off from 
- their obedience to the pope within thefe two hun- 
dred years. And thofe kmgdoms and ftates which 
' yet continue under the yoke, are ready tpfliake i%off 
^t every turn, when they are never fo little galled and 
vexed. France, Spain, and. Venice, often huff the 
pope iiito compliance with tfieir 4ei;i^nd$. Nor 
dares he to. reJiit, but winks and puts up all, like an 
' old 
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old decrepit father, for whom his Tons are grown too 
ftrong. 

Holy fucceflbr of the Prophet, and meffenger of 
God ; thou art the infallible interpreter of the law, 
and judge of equity, yet doft not arrogate a power 
above thy commifTion. The Grand Signior honours 
thy wifdom and fancftity ; and thou obeyefl with 
humble fubmiffion to the Imperial edicts. He is thy 
IcMPd, and thou his guide and tutor in the way to Pa- 
radife. May God increafe thy illuminations with 
thy years, and infpire me and all the true Faithful 
with fincere loyalty to our fovereign, and devout o- 
bedience to thee, witliout the kaft allay of treachery 
or fuperftition. 

Paris, 2d of the nth moon, 
of the year 1667. 



LETTER XVL 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

NOW thou feeft I am a truer prophet than 
thy new Mcfiias, that impoftor Saboati Sevi : 
And yet, though I am fo in efted, I do not afpire at 
the title. I claim no charafter above that of a mor- 
tal, who has not quite forfeited his fenfe and rcafon. 
However, if thou wilt yet retain fomc veneration 
for his perfon, Ihew it by imitating his example, and 
embrace the MufTulman faith as he has done : At 
kaft he outwardly profefles it j and had the honour 
to do fp firft in pretence of the Sultan. I know not 
whether thou haft heard of this or no : Thy brethren, 
perhaps, may be unwilling to difperfe the news of a 
converfion bringing fo much infamy to all your race. 
•It is poffiblethey are afhamed to own or publifli to 
the world, the tidings of their own egregious follv, 
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in giving up their faith to fuch a cheat as this ; ft 
cheat as ore would think grown ilale and fetid e- 
ftough, to make a man that had the fmalleft grain of 
fenle recoil, confidtring how oft your fathers have 
been bubbled before by fuch upilart Meiliafles, fuch 
fpurious Prophets as thij. 

I commeiid the wit of 'Sabbati Scvi, in that he 
would not ftand the brunt of the Grand Signior's 
archus, or by a vain prefuirpticn hope for miracles 
from heaven to fl:reen his naked body from a (howejr 
of fatal fhafts. Had he been fo raih^ I fhould efteem 
him the greateft miracle of ftupidity that ever was ex- 
tant on th^ earth. If thou haft not ocen ytt infoi med 
cf thcfe paCsgcs, fame- will quickly bung them to 
thy eius, and then my letter will not fecm ohfcure. 
In the mean time, afliire thyfelf, he denied his 
apcftlefhip to fave his life, and this before the Grand 
Signior, with the chief grandees of the court ; where, 
at the fame time, he confelTed one God, and Maho- 
a^ex ills fndSpAigf j> If .thou -art hk difcipl e A e r e fore i 
ihcu oughteft to be ft^jdfaft, and tread in his fteps, 
giving glory to the Eternal One, who has fent pro- 
phets into all nations, to jead men in 4he right way, 
as he fent Mofes to the houfe of Ifrael. 

Nathan, fuflfer no narrow principks, no partial 
prejudices to fliut up thy foul from tnc bright fplen- 
dcrs of im^mortal truth which fliiKC en every maji. 
'^i he light of heaven is uot confined to ore p«rticu- 
iar lineage. It is copious, large, and infinite} fprcad- 
irg abroad its univerliil rays, enlightening all tiicfii- 
milies iind nations on earth. 

It is true, I grunt, the Omnipotent fiift fcntMofes 
ivith I he written lav/ to the polkrity of Ifaac. Had 
ihcy cbcycd tlie {acred inftitution, it is poffiblc your 
rrxe had now been blefild above the rdl: of men. 
Perhaps your fathers would ha\e ftretchcd their cor^- 
qutils far and wide to the utmoft limbs of the land j 
frcm India to the Weftcrn fhcres of Afric, and froin 
ih(i remote bcrc!ers ©f tlie South to Nova Zemhia in 
ti>e A2<f:ic circl'?. 1 hen dc\cut princes v/ould Lave 
t:i.\ cUtd irciii the fcux :.ii[,]ct; of the wcrld, and ir.ade 
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long prlgrimagee to Jerufalem, there to perform thehr 
vows, and offer iacnfices lo the King of Heaven. 

But alas ! your anceftors turned Infidels and Ido* 
loters, even at the very foot of Moant Sinai, whilft 
the tremendous echoes of the thunders yet were in 
their ears. They made themfelves a calf of gold, 
and adored the idol of their own workmanfliip. So 
did their children worftiip Adonis, Venus, toana, 
2fid almoft all the rabhle of the Gentile gods and 
goddefTes. For which reafon the wrath of heaven 
was k4ndied againfl that generation : God rouzed the 
mighty monarchs of the JLaft to take ^ip arm&, and 
puniih fuch a wicked race of men. How oft was 
fair Jerufalem facfced, and all the Jews deftroyed or 
carried away captives by Pcrfians^ Medes, Afiyrians> 
ar the ^kiags of Babylon ? How many prophets were 
fisnt to tell them ctf their «r«)rs, atid reclaim them ? 
But the obdurate fons of Jacob flopped their ears^ 
being refolutely bent on wtckednefs ^ the meafiire of 
which bei^g once compleat, fa*e figried the cdi(ft of 
vour utter ruin. For then came /efus the fon of 
Mary, tte trae Meffias, wiio foiJetoid the irrccover- 
irble catafti»ojAe of Jerufalem, which c*me to pafe 
accordingly in that very age, when tlic viAorrous 
Koman army laid it all in aihes, not fo much 2a 
fparing the glorious Temple of Solomon. Ever linca 
which, the Jews have been difpcrfed abroad through 
all the earth. Each nation, city, or province where 
ye live, account ye execrable fugitives and vagabonds* 
In the meart while the fame of Jefus fpr^ad a- 
broad ; his heavenly do£lrine, perfe(St life, and mighty 
imiracks, fulidUed' the hearts of men^ Chriftianity 
tobk root in the -svorld : It grev/ and branched itfejf 
thtougliout the continent. 1 he Roman and the Gre- 
cian empire t-amely fat down under the Church'* 
ftade within thi:eo hundred years ; and quickly after^ 
Odier ftitions fled unto the facred fhelter. But, in 
^oce(s of tifme, this religion alfo, like to yours, de- 
generated into'eri?or,'fuperlHtiafc, and idolatry 5 artd 
then- G<n1 ra^if^d up Mahomet, our holy law-giver. 
He 6sot, \mn d<owH the book of glory by the hand of 
D 4 Gabriel i 
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Gabriel J and commanded him to teach it to the houfe 
of Ifrael firft^ and then to all men <hat were willing^ 
to embrafce the Undefiled Faith : But to chaftife witH 
fire -and fword the Infidels who Ihould oppofe his. 
miffion, and refill the truth. 

Howfoon.the Muffulman law took place, and 
gained ground in Arabia, Ptrfia, Syria, and the ad- 
jacent regions of theEaft ? Nothing was able to iland 
before the warlike troops of true, believers. How. 
bold and matchlefs were the actions of the valiant 
Hali ? How wife the counfels of fage Omar, and' 
Abu-Bacre ? How eloquent and forcible the words 
of the chafte and generous Ofman ? The Prophet 
was hajppy in the company of all the Holy Caliphs:- 
They fought and conquered all before fhem. 

Whenever the heavenly banner was difplayed, 
trembling and horror feized the Infidels. Showers 
of fucceisful arrows ftrait were feht, againft which 
the Uncircumcifed could not ftand j much lefs could 
they fuftain the near approach and dreadful ihock of 
jpur invincible cavalry. Their faint battalions quick- 
ly ihrunk, and polled from .th?j field,; whilft ours, 
wnmindml of the fpoil, purfiied the chace, and 
ftrewed the ground with flaughtered carcafles of fly« 
ing mifcreants. Conquefl attended the true Faithr 
ful, whenever they drew their fwords. Thus, for 
above thefe thouiand years, has religion made its 
fortunate advances on the earth : And if another 
law IhouId be revealed, and fome new prophet rife 
to check the farther growth of Muflixlman faith, and 
undermine the empire of the Faithful ; we ought not 
to refled: on Mahomet for this, as thoueh he were 
an, impious feducer, any more than we do on Mofes 
for yoiir calamities ; or on Jefus the fon of Mary, 
for the declining flate of Chrillendom. 

It is not impollible, but that the Omnipotent may 
have hidden referves of precepts, yet to be divulged. 
He has had his various methods and difpenfations 
in all ages and partsipf the world : Neither is it fit 
for mortal man to limit the Eternal One, or fet him 
rules. His methods are to us incomprehenfible. H^ 
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fent Mofes, a man bred up in all the fcienccs and 
wifdom of the Egyptians. To Jefus he committed 
his hidden power and knowledge ; and the Apoftle* 
fpake all languages. But Mahomet could neither 
write nor read, and yet thou feeft his law ha* 
profelyted many mighty kingdoms, ftates, and em- 
pires. Who knows, but that in future times he 
will convert the apoftate world by fome dumb 
perfon, who can neither hear nor fpeak ? Or by 
lome blind man, who could never fee ? Or it is 
not impoflible, but that he may employ fome maid 
of admirable beauty, gifts, and learning in the my- 
fterious work. So were the Sibyls of old infpired 
widi facred wifdom and foreknowledge of things 
±0 come. All filled with inward blails of fome 
immortal wind, the pregnant virgins foon con- 
ceived deep myfteries of fate, which they writ 
down on leaves of trees : For they were Eremits^ 
and ten in number, as ancient records fay. One 
.of them lived at Ciima in Italy, where her cave 
is fliewn to travellers at this day. They foretold 
what fhould happen in after-times, particularly the 
birth of Jefus, the fon of Mary : But they never 
Taid a word of Sabbati Sevi, or of any other Mef- 
fias to come after the firft. Thefe Holy Maids 
were had in great veneration by the Gentiles, who 
gathered up the fcattered leaves whereon they writ, 
their prophecies, and tranfcribed them carefully 
on paper, that fo the facred memoirs might be de- 
livered fafe down to pofterity. 

By what I have faia, Nathan, thou mayeft per- 
ceive that I aim at nothing elfe, but to wean thee 
from the fuperftitious, fond conceit of your na- 
tion, and to make thee fenfible, that though God 
oi^ce favoured the Jews with oracles of light and 
reafon, yet they have for many ages forfeited this 
privilege. Since which, he gave the Gofpel to Jefus 
the fon of Mary, the Alcoran to Mahomet,, and at 
all times has feht mefiengers and prophets to every 
iiirtion and people ©hearth* 

^ D s There 
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There arc no partial biftfTes in the Dfrviuity which 
made the worlds. He is an iiiexhaoftible abyfs of 
Ifevc, of light, and life ; where every creature drink* 
its fill of natural happinefs, according to the diffe- 
rent rank?, capacities, and de-fires of things. He vefts 
the fun with an immortal rcbe of light, the tiain of 
which is borne up by the moon aaid ftars. 

When Phcebus is upon the wing by day, his gnr- 
ment covers all the fky j the golden frn[,-ers of it 
dangle to the globe, and trail along in the miry foil^ 
yet never gather the leaft fpeck of dirt : They are 
dipped and plunged in rivers, lakts, and feas, with- 
out being wet ; and yet they drink up ail the oceaxi 
by fucceflive draughts. This lower world rejoices 
in the glittering Ihews ; the elements with -every 
being compounded of them, bafk in the •welcome 
rays. So do the planets above, who take a fm^ 

fular plcafurc to fold fome part of the iiluffa-ious 
refs about them. They wrap themfelves half up 
in borrowed light, and then, like Weftcrn Franks, 
they foot it to and fro in their bclcved waJki 
above, giving the neceiFary falutes and congees to 
each otner en paffant, and to the fcdentary iigns 
and fixed Hars, Jto fee if any of them mind their 
courtly garb and mien : For they are the fun's do- 
meltic-pages, the favourites of his feraij. At other 
feafcns they ftand ftill, perhaps to gai.e upon them- 
felves, in contemplation of the majelHc hgure they 
make. . , * 

So have I feen a proud conceited Spanifli trum- 
peter, after he had blown a levet pretty well, lay 
down the filvcr inftrumcnt with a difdainful gra- 
vity. His cheeks all fwoln with inclolfcd air, and 
icui puffed up with arrogance, he ilruts and purls 
his I'Jack mullachs. Then wkh big looks, furyeyj 
iiimfelf from head to foot ; cafting an eye of fconi 
upon the filent tube, confcious that he «ilonc can 
malce it found fo well, 

' Thou wilt fay^ I wander in my difcourfe as much 
as thofe heavenly bodies I am fpeaking of . . it i$ 
true, Nathan, our thoughts are free, and not;\on- 
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fined to rules and forms : We eafily flip from one 
I imagination to another. Andfmce 1 have made this, 
planetary digrcffion, fufFer me now, like them, to 
run retrograde, and come to the point from which 
I roved. 

Doubtlefs, each individual being is filled with its. 

eflential blifs. The fire has its fpecifick happinefs ; 

I fo has the air, the water,, and the earth, with all 

I the living generations on it. And when the Molt 

High diitributed the fons of human race through -att 

4he various climates, zones, and provinces, he fur- 

iifflied every region of the jglobe with gifts and pro-^ 

4u^S5 riches and delights, agreeable to the inhabit 

I tants ; with this provifo, that theyfliould live in in- 

■ fiocenoe, juftice, and according to reafon^ Fromt 

which eternal kw, if any people fwerved, they 

! fhould forfeit their privileges, and be fubducd^ if not 

extirpated, by feme niore -virtuous nation* ^ » 

From hence fprung all the revolutions of mighty 

I kingdoms* and 'empires j one fucceffively fupplanting; 

j axK>ther to this day. And the fins of your nation 

being greater it feems, than thofc of any other, Ood 

feas diiperfed you ^over all the earth,, without fuffer- 

I ing you to inherit or poffcfe a foot 6f ground* 

If ever therefore fate dcfigns to reftore the Jcw&i 

again to the Holy Land, wherein their fathers Kved ^ 

I never expeft it, tiH your erroneous minds and viciousi 

I manners are ref6rmecl* For Palettine was never featcd 

j fe delicioufly -for Isloody zcaltrts, 'hypocrites^ ani 

cruel ufurers to enjoy. 

Paris, jtdoftfie nth moan^ 
of the ycarT667- 
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LETTER XVIL 
To Dgnet Oglou. 



DARIA is a quean, a jilt; and I am once more 
cured of my dotage. There is no trail in 
woman's beauty, faith or wit : They are deceitful 
as the fruit of Afphaltites : They are perfe^k riddles 
and paradoxes, and have more unlucky tricks than 
crofs-erained elves or fairies. When a^man, over-^ 
heated by his amorous paffion, thinks to-^mbrace a 
goddefs, he meets with Ixion's fate, and only hugs 
a gaudy cloud or meteor, 

I will not make thee fick with a particular re- 
hearfal of my fecond folly, in being fo fond of one^ 
who had betrayed me formerly. 1 will not repeat 
the vain addreiies I made, the kind obliging things 
I fpoke, nor her deceitful anfwers. I will not tell 
thee how fhe drilled me on into her fi\ares, and led 
me captive in an amorous circle. Content thyfclf 
to know, that 1 have been twice her cully j and if 
ever I am the third time, it will be my own fault, as 
the Italian fays. No, my Dgnet, I have done with' 
that falfe fex. Henceforth for ever I abjure all amo* 
rous regards of woman, I will ihun them, as I would 
a peftilence. I will either fhut my ey€S, or turn 
them another way at leaft, whenever 1 meet a female. 
1 will not think of them, but with drfdain and ha- 
tred. Finally,. I am off from them to all intents 
and purpofes. 

However, as the Arabian proverb fays, **- That 
** wind blows from an unlucky point ^f the com- 
*' pafs, which wafts no good to fomebody 5'* fo from 
Daria*s falfe and feigned fmiles, I reap iome benefit. 
I' have learned a fecret, which has rid my .fpirit of a 
thouTand cares, difquiets and agpnies. 

In the year 2664, of the Chriilian Hegi^a> I ient a 

ktjcr 
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letter to the noble Kerker HaiTan BafTa, our coun- 
tryman y wherein I informed him of an afTaffin made 
upon me in the dark, as I was going to my lodg- 
ings, and how I killed the ruffian that attempted on 
my life. I told that generous grandee all my jea- 
louiies and conjectures on that fubjedt ; how I 
fufpe<Sled fome of my enemies at the Porte to have 
a hand in the defign ; or elfe, that my Sicilian 
mafter was concerned in it* I knew not well what 
to conclude. But now I am fatisfied it was Daria's 
hulband, who refenting deeply my former amour 
with her, which {he difcovered to me at large, could 
never be at reft till he faw Paris, where he defigned 
to be the executioner of his own revenge, and lay in 
wait aqcordingly for my late returning home : For 
he was not ignorant of my lodging. His wife 
knew nothing of his defign, he having pretended 
other buiinefs at the city. And it was from acci- 
dental words in her difcourfe, that I collected this 
great fecret. For when I afked her of her hufband's 
health, fhe told me, he was kiUed at fuqh a time by 
night, ia an alley of Paris, by w:hom fhe never yet 
could learn. But I ftrait bluihed with confcioufnefs, 
and took the hint. I dropped fome neceiTary care- 
kfs queries by degrees : And all her anfwers ftill 
confirmed me, as to time and place, with other cir-* 
cumflances, that he muft be tne man I murdered in 
my defence fo long ago. 

I kept this fecret locked up in my breaft ^ nor 
could my doting fondnefs melt me into fuch a foft 
and eafy temper, as to betray myfelf to her. But I 
took inward pleafure at the thoughts of my deliverance 
from that fudden violent death, and from my after- 
cares and fears by this difcovcry. Henceforward I 
will fufpe<5l no MufTulman, though my enemy : Nor 
ihall I be fo fearful of my Sicilian mafter ; No pannic 
terrors (hall confine me to my chamber, and make 
me fpend my days in fretting and cojlfuming melan- 
choly. I will not be furprized when ftrangers knock 
at the gate, or when I hear the bluftering voices of 
the parifli officers, below, or the collectors of the 

king's 
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king's pevenoe^. Yet thde befbre #ere drestdftil 
the SnkMi's ^^eicherifF, ^or fatal warpiht, Mrhen 
-demands a bstfla's head ; fo farciMe is jcaloiHir anfll 
fttfpended thoughtfulnefs ; fo black the iirtfucnce eyen| 
t>f Diif^ounded apfrehenfion, and miftakcngjuilt^ 

My Dgnct, this mortal life is a dark labyrinth t 
crrfs -events. BewildeFcd inari' graphs up and doiwn-; I 
4i€ often trips and Aumbles at contingencies ; he. 
Antys about in thorny rugged paths, not knoi^ing [ 
«p\4iereJie is, or which way -to turn himfelf. Some- 
times an ignis fatHus^ with its dcceitfiil light, mif- 
guides him in miry places, fens, and bogs, where he 
16 in danger of being fwallowed up-; or leads hmi t:o 
the brink of an high pinecipice, where, if he advance 
but one? ftep more, he is -game beyond recovery ; he 
faBs and da&es himfdlf to pieces on under-growing: 
FOck«. 

R-ea^bn is the only -clue that can <x)ndu(9: us fafe 
fhrottgh aSl the windings ^f the perilous maze. 
Heaven grant Aat thou and I may never let go our 
hdd-cf ttiie fo ncceflary faculty, until he has con- 
4lu£led us fefe toParadile. 

Patis, i<di of ifee 12th moon> 
•of the year 1667. 



LETTER XYia. 
To the Kaimacham. 

LAST year I gave thee an account of the birth of 
a young princefs of France, NowIihallinfKM'm 
thee, that jhe was baptised on the 21ft of this moon*. 
Baptifm with the Nazarenes is equivalent to our cir- 
cumciiion ; nay, it is ibmetfaing more divine, if we 
may believe them : They call it the Sacrament of 
Initiation, the £rft myftery of Chriftian f;^lb« But 

wheja 
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trlxA k 48 ap|>Hed to cWhWn of roysfl ccKtca6kion» 
thc^ions-or dau^ters of kings^ it .loafcs more like a 
ozreaiGay of Aate, tiian a myifcry of re%ioji. How- 
ever^ t)e :it what it will, it is performed with abun- 
dance of .pomp and inagnifipence. And act this cere- 
mony it is that every Chriftiaii receivw his name, 
which is given by the godfathers and godttiothersv 
liat is, ptrfons who tend fureties for the child's 
education in the Chriftian religion. This princcfe 
was named Maria Therefa by the duchefs dowager 
of Orleans, and by thje duke of Enguien* 

On the fame day the cardinal di^e cf Vcndofme 
had audience of the king- and queen, in quality of 
Legate de Latere from the pope. It feems the king 
of France had defired the pope to ftand godfather ta 
the dauphin, which the good prejate accepting, fent 
this cardinal as his deputy and repreferitative to per- 
form the charge. He is to give the dauphin his name* 
In the meaa while he ftands much upon pun6iiUos,. 
reauires vscft reipe<9!s and^ibmiflions trom the French 
biinops; and carries himfe^f with as much ftate, aa 
if he were a god or an angel ; looking as bi^, as if 
he were the emperor of the univerfe. • And weH 
be may, fmoe during his legation, he has as muck 
power as the pope himfelf j that fovereign prelate 
having invefled iiim with all bis own paternal 
full authority j which he w6uld make the world- 
believe, is greater than that of earthly kings and 
emperors, and yet he Ailes himfelf the fervant of 
the fervants of <jod. A fine 4>iecc of ecclefiaftical 
hypocrify ! the ways -of thefe Infidels ar* double^ 
1 heir praftlce runs counter to their profeffion i 
They would fain appear as faints, when in effed 
they are little better than devils. 

There has been a great alteration lately made ia 
Portugal, the eftates of that nation having compelled 
their king to renounce his government, and confer it 
on Donredro hia brother, Tfee Spaniard laugha^at 
this privately, hoping from their inteftine ahimolities 
to draw occalions of advancing his own intereft, and 
^f recovering Ihat c^pawn «gain.. 

Accohi- 
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Accomplifhed minifter, there is nothing new under 
the moon 5 but a perpetual circle of the fame events. 
What we admire in this age as a novelty, has been 
a£bed over and over in former times. Peace.follows 
war, and war treads clofe upon the heels of peace. 
Faith, perfidy, fedition, obedience, virtue, and vice, 
are the reciprocal ofF-fpring of each other. There is 
nothing fixed or liable ; but the world turns round 
upon eternal viciffitudes. 

Paris, 30th of the ift moon, 
of the year i668. 



LETTER XIX. 

To Abdel Mclec Muli Omar, Prefident of the 
College of Sciences at Fez. 

I Received thy invaluable difpatch, containing mar- 
vellous thmgs, revelations of a fublime rank^ 
myfteries heretofore undifcovered ; yet I was not 
much furprized, having all along prefaged fome vaft 
improvement of learning from thy accomplifhed 
fpirit, O thou terrtftrial Itar of the firft magnitude, 
chief in the conftellations of the South. * " 

Glory be to God^ who from infinite darknefe 
ftarted the eternal bright ideas of die univerfe ; and 
on the womb of everlafting filence, begat the Word 
by which he formed all things. Doubtkfs, tliere is 
no blemifli in his works ; no botches, knobs, or dif- 
proportionabie unevenneiTes : The world is a perfe(S 
fceauty. 

Were Ptolemy alive, thy iyftem of the heavens 
would put him to the blufh : And Tycho Brahe 
would Ineak out of his planetary frame, by fome wild 
and more than eccentric motion, afhamed that he 
had been fuch a botcher in aftroAomy. Coperpi^cus 

hinifelf 
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hiinielf would fink under the burden of the moon, 
which the overloaded earth would in revenge let fall 
42pon him, for his unnatural cruelty to his aged mo- 
ther, in burdening her fo long ; and all the world 
would celebrate thy praife, who haft thus hap- 
pily refcued heaven and earth from their embaraff- 
: merits. 

Thy thoughts are high and elevated to the heaven 
of heavens ; yet thy humility ftoops to the centre of 
the earth. But all mankind would be obliged to thee 
afrefh, if thou wouldeft vouchfafc to take the middle 
path, and furvev, with thy accuftomed accuracy, the 
lurfaceof this globe, whereon we mortals tread. Geo- 
graphy being already fenfible of her cider fiftcr^s hap- 
pin€& in thy corre<Stion and amendments of the for- 
mer aftronomic fchemes, languifhes alfo for thy fu- 
pervifal of her own defeds and blemiihes. 
. Xhofe that have meafured the earth, cannot agree 
in ftating her circumference : And there were few Ia 
former tim^ who did believe the Antipodes. The 
MuiTulmans of India do aiTert, that the earth is fup- 
porte4 by eight mighty elephants : And thofe of 
Turky fay, it refts upon the horns of a great bull. 
If either of thefe opinions were to be taken in the 
literal fenfe, it would out the duUeft philofopher to 
fubfannation, or at lean a fit of laughter. But doubt** 
lefs they are allegories, under which are veiled fome 
true and natural lecrets. 

However, let the globe reft where it will, on buUs^ 
or bears, or elephants, or camels, dromedaries, horfes, 
or the back ot Atlas, as the Gentiles did affirm j I 
would fain know, methinks, how large a fpace of 
land we have to tread upon, and what proportion ia 
allotted to the fea. 

It is true* we have a common notion of four quar- 
ters of dry land, Afia, Afric, Europe, and America. 
Yet this IS quarrpUed at by thofe ot later times, who 
add a fifth, which they call Magellanica, or the South- 
em unknown earth. Frpm immemorial times our fa- 
thers were acquainted with the three firft divifion& or 
precinils of the globe i but the two lait were but of 

late 
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late difcovcred, fince t3ic improvement of navigation, 
and the invention of the compefs. 

There is-a vulgar tradition, every where in vo^uey 
that after Noah's fiood, Afia feU to the fliare of Sem 
and his pofterity, Afric to Cham, and Europe to Ja- 
phet. Whether this be tru^ or no, cannot be proved^ 
out is wholJy owing to conjcdure. However, this id 
certain^ that if it were fo, there have been mightjr 
changes in the inheritances of Noah's offspring, and 
alterations of their feveral limits « Inibmuch, as now 
they fecHi to he in part Mended and mixed together, 
or at Icaft fhuiBed from one to another. 

Tboib who lived in the middle ages> made but two 
divifions of the glebe, vi^. Afia and Europe ; an4 in 
this they jdio dintmd : For {ome made A&ic only a 
provinoe, or part of the hitter, perfuading themfelves 
that tliey were anciently joined togetiier, thengk af- 
tierwards fcparated by a vioknt irruption of tbe At* 
Ian tic foa by the Strdghts of Gibraltar, which fee- 
toe was aiiarit)wif^hm«s,-<!>r neck of land ; butfroro 
the time that hank was walbed away, the Mediter-^ 
ismeaa iea derived its otdgin. Otk^Fs made Afric a 
paort of Afia, they uoA being afefolutely parted by any 
fea ; though ftwnc Egyptian kings and 'Roman em- 
pcroas attempted to make a canal betweeH the Medi- 
terranean and Red-iea. 

. A third foct .divided tlie known part of the world! 
into Afia, Europe, Afric, and Egypt : VVhiift a fourth' 

Placed Egypt to the account of Alia, making the river 
(file the boundary between it and Affk. But this 
was incomaaodious, in regard it left that part of E- 
jgypt on the Weft of Nile to Afric. Such wa3 thecon- 
tulioa of the jancientG^-QCk and Roman geographers. 
As for America, it takes name from Americus Vef- 
putiixs, a Jkreitiane; who made the fecond voyage to 
difcovcr it. Far k iwas defcried by Cferiftopher Co- . 
iumrbus, a Oaoefe, in the year of theChTilban He* 
gira 1442, by the order and at the charge of Ferdinand 
king of Arragon -said CaiHle. This part of the world 
is divided into two nvighty empires ; the Northeni, or 
that -of Mexico^ .and the Southern, i^^r-that of Peru. 

Magel- 
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Magdlajiica, or the Soiitbern Unkiwwn Liuid, 
Iderives its name from Ferdinand MageUan, the Arii 
Ithat ever difcovered it ; in the y^ar 15^0, when. 
Ihe failed xjtiite round the globe. .About five and forty 
I years afterwards, Francis Drake, an Englifliman^ 
jtoucKcd upon the iaine coafts ; and twelve years 
[after him, Thomas Candifh, one of his countrymen, 
Likcwife Oliver van Noord, a Hollander, under- 
took the fame voyage. But none made fuch ad- 
I vances in this new difcovery, as a certain Spaniard 
"cailed Ferdinand de Quier. 

God knows what ftrange 'and uncxpcrSed noveU 
ties this country might afford, if men were once 
acquainted with it. This may be the Sanduary of 
the Ten Tribes of Ifraelites, which were led away 
captives hy Salmanaflerking of Affyria : Or perhaps 
the inhabitants of this country are of another race 
than that of Noah and Adaia, We nftay fcom them^ 
it is po/Tiyc, dcriveirewirghts as to tite pre-exiftence 
of human fouls. Who knows, but they have records 
mo^ eica<5i .and\aaci0int thaA £be Indians aad Chi- 
ncle ? J5e it feow it vvill, I am clear for new difco- 
veries. • There 46 ^^serUAH <peciiic boldnefs in my 
fpirit, which prompts me to invade the pretended 
modeffy of .nature : I ioas to liiri 4« veiii wbich 
iiides ib jnany fecrets.; and with a pliilofcpyc ton» 
fidence, were I in power, I would rumple up the 
envious coverings of fuch defir^abk wonders. * 
• Oh ! that fomifi God^Uke noonarch in this age 
would in royal bounty equip a ^avy, and man £hem 
with the moil expert and refplute mariners on earthy 
with veiiek to uaniport an army of knd-foldiersj 
with tenders to carry meat, drink, appajrel, atui 
other hecefFaries for io vaft an expedition. Surely 
the event would anfwer expei^ation, the^ |aiji? 
would far tranfcend. the coil, the humour in^&itely 
furpafs the peril ; and all tour known familiar 
world would be obliged by fuch a ftc»*tibate un^ 
dertaking. 

Sage Omar,' it depends on. thee to bring this 
thing to j?afs. Start.. but the pro^wfal to fome 

mighty 
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mighty fovcjeign, thy recommendation will b^ oJ 
force. Thou wilt be more than a Columbus, N^ja— 
gellan,' or Pizarra. In fine, thou wilt wind up xbc 
iearches of this inquifitlve age, and put a ttop to fix- 
ture fcrutinies. 

I only hint the thing ; do thou purfue it, and ail 

§enerations Ihall celebrate thy fame. God infpire 
lec with frefli ardors. 



Paris, 7th of the 3d moon, 
of the year x668. 



LETTER XX. 

To Ofman Adroonjeth, Aftrologcr to the 
Sultan at Adrianople. 

OLD Ptolemy was much out of his biafs; his 
wild irregular fancy, drunk with the lees of 
Ariftotle*8 dark opinion and conceit, ftumblcd and 
fell aflcep upon the thought of the earth's being 
center to the univerfe, and then the reft of thfe 
world feemed to run round his giddy head. He 
often ftrove to lift his heavy noddle up, to fee 
whether it were fo or not. But the befotting load 
of prepoffeffion weighed him down again : He flum^ 
bered, dreamed, and fnored loud, itretched out at 
large upon the fair chimsera. 

The ftudious candidates of truth and fcience, by 
his example, fell to the fame riot in philofophv, and 
continued the debauch for many ages : Till, too 
much furfeited and cloyed with uich . a fulfome en- 
tertainment, bold Tycho Brahe rubs up his eyes, and 
wakes the company with a new fyftem of the mighty 

frame. 
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frame. Then all began to ftart and rouze» as at 
fome prodigy. His heavenly gin>cracks pleafed the 
folate of the age. His epicycles, eccentrics, pe- 
rigxs, and apogses, with all the reft of his gay 
whim-whams, were received with general applaufe, 
till the more excellent Copernicus appeared with fome 
thine newer ftill : And then the blundering Dane, 
abamed, flipped oiF the ftage, without fo much as 
taking his leave. 

The aftronomers foon fell in love, and paid im- 
plicit adoration»to the idol which Copernicus fet up ; 
and it was but reafon, fince they had never feen a 
fairer or a jufter fcheme of the world before. 

Yet every age improves itfelf in knowledge on the 
ruins of the former. And thus what Ptolemy never 
found out, norTycho Brahe orCopernicus could mend 
or match, if now they were alive ; is very lately dif- 
covered by the incomparable Abdel Melee MuIicO- 
mar, prefident of the college of Sciences at Fez. 

The happy Mufa Abul Yatuftan, profeflbr of phi- 
lofophy there, iirft ftarted the propofal of a mathe- 
matical experiment : And laying heads together, the 
primate ot Morofco do<ftors, fathers of 3ie African 
Alfaquis living, found a true demohftration in it. 

I nave lately received a diipatch from that re- 
nowned prelate, with an inclofed model of this 
planetary machine ; a copy of which I fend thee, 
drawn by my own hand. It reprefents the ori- 
ginal to a point. Examine it well, and thou wilt 
hnd it is much more regular and exadl, than any 
of tbofe antiquated fchemes ; and anfwers all the 
queftions of aftronomy, without the lealt apparent 
blunder. Befides, it has a perfe£l fymmetry and pro- 
portion in every part : It makes the world appear a 
compleat beauty. Wheceas the frame which Tycho 
Brahe made, was all deformed with wild unevenneffes. 
Nor was the fyftem of Copernicus without a manifeft 
botch, in making the fmall orb of the moon alone 
interfere with that of the earth : Whilft all the other 
planets circulate ii) their own entire and folitary 
ipheres, without an interloper to difturb them. 

Befides, 

3 
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, BeAdes^ he makes the earth an Atlas to the moon, 
-whilft this poor weary globe is forced, in his opinion, 
to drudge yearly rouiid the zodiack^ with the vaft 
burden of Diana on its (boulders. 

If it be fo, it is na wonder that the earth, fo ofteo 
faints and trembles under the mighty load. Hence- 
forth we need not lay the blame ot earthquakes to 
Enceladus ; as if the drowzy, fnoring giant, turning 
his monilrous bulky coi^pfe from one iii& to the other, 
were the fole caufe of theft convulilojis : WherL mor- 
tals reel and ftagger, as they walk upon the fur face ; 
when trees said mountains rock as in a qradle, and 
whole cities are fometimes fwallowed up. 

Noi let poor Enceladus fleep on^ and tak:c what reft 
ie can in his inferiial pri(bn- There was no danger of 
his ever ftirring again, after he had been once tho- 
rougiJily fouced in Lethe's, all-benumbing ftrearas. 
Copernicus is only in the fault : Whenever we feel 
theie fatal heavings of the gjx>be,. It was too unmerci- 
ful a taik he impoled upon it,.efpecially in its old zgQ. 

It would have grumbled in its early day and. fturdy 
youth, had it been thus feverely uied by Orpheus, 
riomer, Hermes Trifinegiftus, or any other of the pri- 
mitive fages. But now to be thus roughly handled by 
Sia upftart Infidel in its declining years, when three 
parts of its marrow are decayed, and its once potent 
nerves and fmews are fhrunk, its liver wailed, and 
every vital winding ?wayy almoft broke its heart. 

Therefore thefe African fages, in duty to their 
aged mother the earth, have found a way to free her 
Aom the burden of the moon in her decrepit ftate ; 
^nd yet to make the fun the centre of the world ; ad- 
JuAing^ at the fame time, with accurate laws, and 
..an unbleniiflied order, the motions, ftations, and va- 
rious- poftures of the planets. 

7'his happy revelation in ailronomy is not to be 
"divulged m public writing, left fomc inquiiitive cu- 
rious traveller, ambitious I^aaarene, or envious Jev^ 
iliould chance to light upon the facred fcheme^. and 
i)oaft himfelf the inventor of it. 

Let 
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Let it be only'communfcated* to Learned faithful 
Mufliilmafls of di» firft rank : For fuch cdeftial my- 
ileiies ought not to be proiHtutedto the vulvar. Tell 
not the littlie Jaihair Sgire Rugid of it : For, if thou 
^oft, all dieFra^k merchants at Aleppo foon fhall be 
made privy to the matchlefs fecret. Be it a perpe- 
tual ancamim in the breafts of fublime men, exalted 
fouls^ frienriB of God^ and little Itfs than prophets. 
And be if, till all the feges of the Eaft and South arc 
firft made fenfible of it, and able to defend it againft 
the vain attempts of the uncif eumcifed nation. Then 
let it he promulged; in AllaibV name throughout the 
globe, to the eternal honour of God, and glory of 
his Proplffit, who could neither write nor read,, yet 
has dikriples to-whom alonethe pureflr reformation 
of the: uaiv^rfe i& owing. 

Do but furvey with an indifferent look, the laft 
and lovelieft portraiture of the world that ever was 
made by man. Fix thine adiniring cy^ on^ the mag- 
nific feat and palace of the fun. Confider, at the 
fame time, the true and equal' forms, dimenfions, 
diftances, and mutual interleftions of the ambient 
orbs, without the fmallfsfl; blar of- Mot in- all the 
eternal frame. Then tell me thy opinion, whe- 
ther thou canft not calculate nativities, ere6^ all 
manner of fehemes, make almanacks, tell credu- 
lous men their future fortunes,* appoint the eclipfes ^ 
of the fun and moon, ftt Venus and Mercury to- 
gether by the ears, to &k up furious Mare to make 
a hurly-burly in the heavens and elements j or, if 
thou canft not wheedle the four curmudgeon Saturn, 
into a foft obliging humour ; or fret the noble Ju- 
piter to madnefs, by a damned conjundlion with 
his mortal eiiemy j and a thoufand more aftrolo- 
gicai entferprii&es. Tell me, I fay, whether thou 
canft not perform all this and more, as well by 
the inclofdd effigies of the world, as by the old 
thread-bare, v^at^er-beaten, worm-eaten Italian 
clock-work of Ptolemy 5 or the later inventions of 
TychdJBrahe and Copernicus. 
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It will now no longer be a fecret how thofe birds 
difpofe themfelves, which at a certain time of the 
year are feen to gather in mightv troops, and fly di- 
re&iy upward out of human lignt ; not one of the 
whole fpecies being left behind, or found on any part 
of the earth, until the moon has rolled full fix times 
round the zodiack ; When they return again in equal 
companies into this globe, each fpecies to his nati\re 
region. For the intelligent fowls cxa£Uy know the 
hour in which the earth does in its yearly circulatioii 
interfeft the neighbouring orb of the mc>on, and then 
they, fnatch the opportunity to quit. the attra6^ive at- 
molphere, and take the air of that adjacent planet. 

I have a great deal more to fay on this fubjed, 
which I will referve for another letter. In the mean 
time, thou venerable ftar-gazer, adieu, and remem- 
ber to be private. 



Paris, 7th of the 3d moon, 
of the year z668. 



letter XXL 

To the Venerable Mufti, Principal Support of 
Learning and true Science. 



THE orders of thy fanflity came like a meffage 
from heaven furprizing me at once with equal 
pleafure and aftonifliment. Every line increafed my 
rapture. And now I thought I had no more to wifli 
for in the world, fmce the Great Patriarch of the 
Taithful has condefcended to embrace the advice of 
fo mean a flavc as Mahmut. It has been my paf- 
fionate defire to fee knowledge flourifli in the re- 
nowned 
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noimed Ottoman Empire, that the Infidels may no 
longer reproach us with ignorance and barbarifm. 
This w^as the reafon that I fo often importuned thy 
pjredeceffor to encourage the tranflation of hiftories 
into the Turkiih language. Now thou art pleafed to 
begin this glorious work, and to honour me, by re- 
quiring^ my inftru£iions in the management of it. 
Kay, thou haft commanded me to lay the foundation 
of lo illuftrious an enterprizc, in prefenting thee a 
pattern or model of this great work, containing an 
hiftorical epitome of the four great monarchies, with 
a brief feries of the moft remarkable and famous 
tranflations, changes, and other events in the world, 
with reference to the nation and age wherein they 
happened. 

As to the advice thou demandeft of me, I think it 
would be for the honour and benefit of the MuiTul- 
mans, that a compleaf hiftory of the world fhould be 
coliedied out of the moft ancient and fincere writers, 
and dieefted into annals, from the very beginning of 
time, down to the rei^ of our prefent Emperor, the 
auguft fovereign of the whole earth : That fo what- 
foever has been done on earth worthy of memory, 
may be ranked in its proper time and place ; and 
we may not grope any longer in the dark, when we 
would know in what year or age any famous war- 
rior or monarch lived or died i or when any re- 
nowned<:ity was built, befleged, taken, and deftroyed^ 
and by whom all thefe things were done : With 
many other ufeful memoirs, in which the Ottomans 
are now wanting. 

In the beginning of this work, it will be abfolutely 
neceiiary to have cecourfe to the Chronicles of the 
Indians, Periians, and Egyptians^ and to the writings 
of Orpheus, Homer, 7 hales, Zeno, and others of 
Greece, Phoenicia, and Thrace* Vor though the 
Nazarenes of the Weft defpife the authority of thefe 
authors, and calumniate all for fables and romances 
which was delivered before the firft Olympiad ; yet 
the more impartial inhabitants of the Eair, whether 
Chriftians or Muifulmans, reject nothing which has 
Vol. VIL E the 



74 LETTERS WRIT BY 

the undoubted ftamp of antiquity, but rather feek to .' 
unriddle the myfterious expreilioiis of the poets and ' 
philofophcrs, who llrove taduftrioufly to cover all 
their knowledge and traditions under dark znigmas, 
figures, and parables, that fo the divine fecrets of 
antiquity might not be prophaned by the rude and 
unpoliihed vulgar. 

It was «ver the maxim of fome ancient fages and 
politicians, thus to keep the people in ignorance of i 
paft times ; the better to aflure their dominion and 
authority over them. They only revealed what was 
obvious to ^.ery man's fenfe, the manifcft and vifible 
influences of the heavenly bodies of the fun, moon, \ 
.and ftars, the natures of plants and animals, with i 
whatfoever elfe was liable to any man's eye and ap- ; 
prehenfton. But as to the more abftrufe and lefscon- ; 
Ipicuous works of nature, they were like the fecrets \ 
of ftate kept under a veil. j 

Yet there wanted not men of wifdom in other ; 
parts of the world, who ftrove to unfold all things, | 
.and render mankind familiibr with whatfoever tdl | 
under human intelk^ls. Among thefe, the Indians ' 
,and Chinefe deferve the firft place, who were never 
covetous of the gifts of nature, but fought to im- j 
prove aHiihofe pf their nations in the knowledge of i 
the arts and fci^ces, and efpecially in the fyftem of j 
-ancient biftoicy. Thefe people fhut up themfelves ! 
./rcan die reft of the world tor maay ages, fearing j 
left commerce might corrupt the fimplicity of their ■ 
primitive laws and inftitutions. Only Alexander the 
Great, and before him, Semiramis, queen of the Af- j 
lyrians, had ever apcefs to the Indies, in dd time. 
And China was never open till of: late, when their 
too potent neighbours the Tartars broke tbroui^ 
their fjunous, wall, and fubdued the whole . empire : ; 
-And thfiir, bufmefe was not with books but with i 
onen. 

Forihefexeafons we may not wonder, that the ' 
Indian Qn^bmaps, and the Bonzis of China deliver 
.an accoujfti; of the Of igin J>f ^he world, ajid the 
next fiiccfediog ^2P$> fo idr beyond the epochas 

. of 
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of all other hiftorians«^ efpecially thefe in the 
I Weft. 

I For events of later date, the compilers of this work 
1 may make ufe of fuch hiftoriana as have written the 
[ annals of feveral nations fince the firft Olympiad. 
I If thou knoweft not what an Olympiad means, it 
I is the form of computation ufed in the ancient Gre- 
cian Hegira, every Olympiad containing four years. 
And the firft of thefe Olympiads began in the year 
■ pf the world 3228. At which time Chorebus of Elit 
%nali2^ himfelf, by winning the firft race that evcar 
was run at the Olympic games. Thefe games were 
celebrated ev^ry Olympiad ; and all the youth of 
Greece flocked to them, to try their fkill in running, 
, wreftling, and other manly exercife. 
1 About this time hiftorians began to write partially* 
^d the truth could hardly be difcerned from the fa- 
bulous errors with which it was adulterated. Yet this 
rather proceeds from a national emulation, than from 
a defign to corrupt the ancient belief. However, 
thou mayeft give credit to Thucydides, who in 'the 
B6th Olympiad .began to write his hiftory of the war 
in Peloponnefiis, T)etween the Lacedaemonians and 
thofe of Athens ; which war continued one and twenty 
years, as that author teftifies, who wrote the annals 
of it from the beginning to the end ; and, among 
other remarkable paffages, which he is very exaft in 
recounting, he .mentions a famous ecUpfe of the fun 
that happened in the firft year of that war > and was, 
fo great that the ftars appeared at noon-day in tha 
flcy. Plutarch alfo fpesiks of this eclipfe, telling us, 
th^t Pericles, prince of the Athenians, being at iea 
when the fun was thus darkened, and percdvihg the 
mafter of the veffel in a great fright, as at fome pro^, 
d^y, he threw his cloak, over the man's facfe,^ and 
?iked him, " If he was afraid of that, or looked upon 
*' it as a bad omen ? " And when the mafter anfwered^ 
No : Pericles replied, '' What diflerencejs there be^ 
tween this eclipfe of the" fun, and that,, fince boiii 
are cauied by the interpofition of a \^ between 
theCun ^nd thijaeeyesj only that^veil is btt-gcn 
El " than 
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** than my cloak, it being the moon which covers 
** that glorious lamp from our fight f" 

Much about the fame time livedone Herodotus and 
Hellanicus, two famous hiftorians, men of integrity 
and credit 5 and Hippocrates, the renowned phyiician 
of Athens. Thefe are worthy to be tranflatcd into 
the Turkifh language ; as are alfo Xenophon and 
Polybius. who wrote after them. They all, except 
the laft, lived in the time of the Perfian monarchy, 
and therefore are moft likely to deliver down a true 
account of the memorable events that happened du- 
ring that formidable empire. 

As for the Macedonian monarchy, the moft emi- 
nent writers were Curtlus, Arrianus, and Diodorus 
Siculus; but this laft is frequently mrllaken in his 
chronology, and therefore ought to be correded by 
the others. Plutarch alfo muft be confulted, and 
Jofephus the Jew, with Strabo, Appian, Livy, Juftin, 
and raufanias. For they either ferve to ill uftrate 
one another, where they treat of the fame matters ; 
or elfe the one carries on the thread of hiftory where 
the other left off". And therefore, thou needeft not 
wonder that I name fo many authors, fmce they arc 
worthy of credit, and abfolutely neceiiary to the 
compleating an entire hiftory of the world ; whereas 
there are a rabble of other writers, who are fcarce 
worth the naming ; much lefs their authority to be 
trufted to, in compiling an univerfal hiftory, which 
is to give a new luftre to the Ottoman empire, and 
raife its credit in the learned world. 

As for the Roman empire, it will be neceflary to 
make ufe of Jofephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Philo, 
Xiphilinus, Zonaras, Ammianus Marcellinus, Vel- 
leius Paterculus, Seneca, Florus, Livy, and Suidas. 

Thefe will be fufficient materials with which the 
tranllators, fcribes, and compilers may accomplifti 
the illuftrious undertaking ; the encouragement 
whereof I again earneftly recommend to thy libera- 
lity and munificence. 

' What concerns the injunftion thou haft laid on 
mt to draw a pattern or model of this great work, 

in 
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in prcfentinff thee with a brief abftraft of the rife 
ana fsdl of the four monarchies, with fuA me- 
morable events as will be proper to dired the under- 
takers in the method of aigeftrng this univerfal 
hiftory ; I will refervc it for another letter, not ha- 
ving thofe books by me which are requifite to affift 
me m this aiFair. 

In the mean time, I pray heaven profper this 
noble cnterprize, and grant that thou mayeft live the 
fpace of many Olympiads, to fee the efFe£k of thy 
bounty ; when this uiiiverfal hiftorv beine finifhed, 
(hall inftrudl the Muflulmans, and defeat vxe calum- 
nies of the uncircumcifed. 

Paris, 2^ of the 5th moon^ 
of the year i668. 



The END of the Firft Book. 



E3 LET# 



L E T T E R S 

. WRIT BY 

A SPY AT PARIS. 

» 

BOOK ii; 



LETTER L 

To Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch, at Alcair 
in Egypt. , 

THY fufFerings pierce my heart ; I owe 
thee pity on the fcore or human nature ; 
and more companion as thou art a Muf- 
fulman : But where is the tongue or pen 
that can defcribe the fympathy of friends ; canft 
thou, in a defponding manner caft thyfelf upon thy 
bed, there to exhale, in melancholy fighs, that PHfi- 
gent forrow, which can find no other vent, unlefs 
thofe vapours of the fpleen condenfe to fliowers of 
tears ? Canft thou do this, and J remain infenfible 
^il the while ? No ! I am a perfe6t echo to thy fad- 
deft groans. And when thou weepeft, my heart is 
•lot a ftone, that fpatters back again the. drops that 

fall 
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fall on it ; but it is like clay, that foftens with the 

fentle, iblemn difttllation. Believe that I Jweat? 
lood, >vhen thou diffiblveft in tears. I am not cap- 
able of moderation toward my friend*. My love, 
my joy, my grief and anger are all exceiJiYe^ when 
fuch a one as then occaiioneft them. It is eoual 
pleafure to live or die in this magnetic point : r or 
tbuls of friends are perled): unifons. Then, if thoit 
, haft a fpark of love for Mahmut, do not kill me with 
thy fad complaints. For whilft I hear that thou art 
thus abandoned to misfortune and defp»ir, how can 
1 live without perpetual deaths, more terrible than 
what we all muft imdbrgo by the courfe of nature i 
Doft thou delight to n^ake a conftant martyr of me? 
Thou art bred a courtier, and fo was I : Our in-» 
fant-blood was feafoned with the Grand Signior'$ 
bread and fait ; we equally imbibed the manners, 
habits, cuftoms, maxims, and the. pride of the fqrail, 
with the pillow, the milk, forbcts, and other nou* 
riihment of our early years* Since which, we have 
fccn the various revolutions of mighty kifigdocfiSj 
ftates, and empires* We have beheld the isivmcibk 
emperor of China fall a vidim to the perfidy of his 
ilaves, and to the more pitjpitious fortune of' the 
Tartars. After another manner was the glory ctf 
ti^ BritiiH monarchy eclipfed. But no foreign uory 
can match. ;the barbarous 'maffacres of our msyeftic 
fultans, Muftapha, Ofman, aiul Ibrahim, all within 
, our memory. 

Oh ! Mehem^, we have lived too long after thefe 
fpoils of royal blood. How can we repine at our 
own private lofles and afflictions, whilft we do but 
fip the flat infipid relics of thofe tragical, fprightlv 
potions, brewed for all the palates of the greateil: 
princes, t Henceforth let us live as if we .were among 
the dead. Let us hear, and fee, feel, tafte, and fmeU 
thefe outward obje&s en paftant, without being fen- 
•fible what we do or fuffer. Let us anticipate, by a 
wife prevention, the laft ftroke of death, by dying 
every moment, 

£4 Go 
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Go to the pyramids, my Mehemet, or would to 
<^od I could go thither for thee ^ there to contean- 
plate the fate of human elory, the mock grandeur c£ 
this world. Coniider all the race of the Egyptian 
kings, who built thefe coftly and magnificent itruc* 
tures, or their fathers for them : Who i^lled the hoJ«. 
]ow piles with iilver, gold, and jprecious ftones, whilft 
with their magic laws* they lifted legions of fpirits^ I 
dwelling in the air, nre, earth, and water, oblieing j 
them to guard the wealthy fepulchres : And tell me 
then, what thou canft find in thofe fuperannuated I 
vaults } Nothing but ftench and darkneis. Old time i 
has filched away the {lighter glories of the place ; | 
and his younger brother Avance has plundered all ' 
the reft, which was the more fubftantial part. He 
could have done no lefs in common good manners^ i 
than take the leavings of the heir, the elder of the | 
two. The great Al-^maimun thought to have the | 
gleanings of their harveft ; but he found the gain 
would never exceed the coft. 

But whait is become of all the founders of thefe 
aftoniihing fabrics ? Look in the tomb o£ Cheops, 
who is fuppofed to build the greateft of the pyi-amids, 
and thou wilt find not the kail relic of his a(hes 3 or 
if thou ihouldeft, it will i;^ ^ipo&ble to dilUnguiih 
them from the common dim; pother mortals, though 
his meaneft /laves : So mutable is human glory i To 
inconftant all the fmiles of fortune. 

Do but reflect on all the glorious conquefts of A- 
lexander the Great, and on the triumphant entry he 
made in Babylon, when the chariot which carried 
him was an epitome of all the riches which the Indies 
could afibrd ; and yet that chariot which he efteemed 
but one degree before his hearfe, which in a very 
few days, with an obfcurity beneath the merits of to 
great a vidtor, conveyed him to his grave. 

Confider Casfar, who after four-and-twenty bat- 
tles, wherein he always got the day, was drawn in 
a triumphant chariot to the Capitol by forty ele- 
phants ; yet now his name is hardly thought of. 

Se 
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So Epaminondas thought to out-vie the world in 
his magnificent infults ; yet all this glorious pagean- 
try ended in duft and aflies. Aurelian led the grace's 
captive with Zenobia ; yet he himfelf at laft became 
the prifoner of death. The pompous galley of Cleo- 
patra^ when fhe celebrated the Sicilian triumph^ 
ferved but to mend the poop of Charon's boat, when 
ihe was to be ferryed to Elyzium. So the proud Se- 
ibftris, whofe coach was drawn by four vanquiftied 
kings, at laft was fain to owe his uncouth funeral to 
four fordid flaves, who ilole his naked corpfe away 
from the deiigned revenge of fadious eunuchs, ana 
buried it in a heap of camel's dung. 

But where is the pen or pencil, that will to the 
life defcribe the unnuitched cavalcade of Pompey, 
when by a profperous chemiftry he had extracted ail 
the richeft fpirits and eiiences of Eaftern wealth, to 
grace his entry into Rome i 

The front of the proceflion dazzled every eye, with 
the ilrange luftre of diamonds and carbuncles mixed 
in chequer- wife : An Oriental fi^rc, or rather the 
iubiiance of ail Aiia in epitome. Then followed the 
image of the crefcent moon in mafiy gold, with a 
train of mountains of the fame metal. Whereon 
were woods of jet, vines whofe grapes were entire 
fapphires, ahd animals all of porphyry, grazing oh 
fields of verdant amethyfts. 

To fandify this glorious fliew, the golden images 
of Jupiter, Mars, and Pallas, came next in fignt, 
with thirty <riyWns of gold, borne up by the chief 
captains of his army, as if fo many kingdoms were 
dehgded for their rewards. And becaufe gods and 
goddeffes- ihould not want a temple, five hundred 
iiaves bore up a fane, built all of mafly filver, 
waihed With gold. And at the back of this appear- 
ed the ilatue of tlie conqueror, on which no eye 
could fix, being cruited over with hyacinths and 
pearls. 

Behold, my Mehemet, an exuberance of human 

glory ; Yet woider not to fee a man come after all 5 

a mortal mac, i fay, made radiant as the fun with 

E 5 l>or- 
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borrowed jewels. And to compleat this fading tri- 
umph, read thefe letters, all pure jafpers on his 
chariot-wheels ; Armenia, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, 
Media, Colchis, Syria, Cilicia, Mefopotamia, Phce- 
nicia, raleftine, India, and the Deferts of Arabia. 
All thefe were the con^uefts of this triumphant war- 
rior, and yet his deftiny infulted over him. Poor 
Pompey, tnou art gone, and all thy mighty territo- 
ries in the Eaft are now poflcflcd oy SultanMaho- 
met, our glorious fovereign. 

And what need thee and I repine, after we have 
feen all this ? Let Afdrubal aitonifh Carthage with 
the glory of four public triumphs : Yet that 
theatre of his honour quickly proves the ftage 
whereon he was degraded, ftnpped ftark naked^ 
and in triumph led away by death. So Marius, 
after he had been exalted to the top of human 
felicity on earth, was feen all naked lying in a 
ilinking ditch. 

What is become of Nero's filver gallery in the 
CapitoH Or the pendant gardens of Semiramis, 
which coft no lefs than twenty millions of gold ? 
Where is now the glittering hail of Atabalipa, king 
of Peru, whofe pavement was of fapphires ? Or the 
.gardens of Cyrus, fenced round with pales of gold ? 
'Or Caefar's tbuntain? garnifhed with dryads of the 
feme metal ? Where is the ivory palace of Menelaus, 
or the cryftal louvre of Drulus ? All thefe things 
are vanifhed with their founders. 

How wife and happy then was Saladine, the great 
and moft invincible conqueror of Afia, who triumphed 
over himfelf 5 and in his victorious return, cauled a 
Ihirt to be carried before him on the point of a fpear, 
with this proclamation : ^ That after all his glories, 
* he fhouid carry nothing to the grav^? but that poor 
' fhirt ?*' So Adrian, a Koman emperor, to qualify 
the exceflive joys of his high fortune, celebrated his 
own funeral, and caufed his coffin to be borne before 
him, when he was to make a public cavalcade through 
Rome. This was a facred triumph, an heroic infiilt 
over himlelf and' d«sitb, .... 

Let 
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Let thou and I, my friend, imitate thefe fagc e;c- 
am pies, and ever have the image of death before our 
eyes. Then we fliall never mourn for the vain trifles 
Ave have loft, or covet w^hat we never enjoyed : But 
being ever content with what our deftiny allots us, 
fhall pafs our time away in a divine tranquillity. 

Mehemet, thou wilt hnd this to bea profitable and 
true experiment. Try it, and the i/Tue will convince 
thee more than a thoufand counfellors. 

Paris, 1 2th of the 5th;fnoon, 
of the yfear 1668. 



L E T T ;E R II. 

To Mohammed, the illuflrious Eremit of 
Mount Uriel in Arabia the Happy. 

I Lodge in a houfe near the wall of Paris, which 
gives me a daily opportunity of furveymg out pf 
my window the adjacent fields ; Thefe extend themr 
feJvesin ^ plain fo^ the fpace of a league, or there- 
abouts j and then the eye is arrefted by a long ridge 
of rifing ground, ^ row, of hills, oi: hillocks, not 
meriting the lofty name of mountains, yet high e- 
nough to put. a valley out of ihape, and make the 
horizon cxunip-bacfccd. 

. Thefe. hilJs are covered thick with . woods and 
groves ; among whofe. verdant, ,fliady tops, fome- 
Itately palaces lift .■ f. tl; if glittering.crefts, and make 
a fociable pie^iaa; . ..<■ ih .thofe foli'tudes. 

• This proipect z.\ yxUs fg^much to the life the, 
valjeyoi^ Adii.o- 5. .- ../ xi^,' tlie. place of niy nativity, 
that X cojild a.s w 1. /•- ' coals .of 'lire with naked 
hands, and in ' '::;-., -^s call my eye out of my 
window on ■-. ..i j, • - >; v >i* -•?>] ^'^^4 '*-'-* V^ infiamed^ 

" ' . Vvith 
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with fecret paffions for my native foil, the place 
where I firit drew the vital air. It is a perfect mag- 
net to my fpirit, wherefoevcr I am, attracting all my 
wifhes, inclinations, and deftres. Me thinks the 
Eailem winds at certain hours waft to my raviflied 
cars the whifpcrs of my countrymen. Methiiiks, 
fometimes, I iee the faces of my kindred and their 
rural train j I hear their voices, and converfe fami- 
liarly with them, as though they were prefent : 
Such is the magic of llrong deftre and fympathy ; it 
iteals the foul away from itielf, and with iweet vio- 
lence unites it to tne beloved objedi^, though at never 
fo great a diftance. Thus when my wandering 
thoughts have taken up their reftdence for a while in 
that delicious vale where I was born, a far more 
powerful magnet draws them to thy cave. Myfterious 
Iblitary, mirror of virtues, exemplary guide of fuch 
as coniecrate themfelves to God. 

Glory to him that was before all time, the Father 
of eternal ages. He changes nor, yet is the fource 
of indefatigable and un>^earied revolutions. He is 
the only independent, true, and felf-^exiftent Being ; 
the uncreated eifence from whom all other beings 
derive their origin and confervation, he is the prop 
and bafis of the univerfe. He is but one, the pri- 
mitive unity, and cannot be divided into fra^ons ; 
yet every fpecies and individual being in the world 
participated a (hare of his divinity. Immortal praifes 
exhale from all creatures, and a.ccnd like clouds of 
incenfe before the throne of his adorable majeily, 
or like vapours which the grateful earth returns in 
a hot fummer's day, by way of acknowledgment 
for the benefits perpetually flowmg on her from the 
fun. So all the elements refpire their thanks to 
him that made them. The firmament expands it- 
felf, and bows down to the brims of this low globe ; 
fun, moon, and ftars do ftoop and ki{s the floor of 
the earthy, in token of profound humility and de- 
votion to the immortal fource of light. Only un- 
grateful man repays the bounty of the Omnipotent 
with negleds, contempts, afironts^ and blafphemies. . 

I mean 
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I mean the general part of human race ^ excepting 
always from this charge the juft, the innocent^ and 
pious. Were it not for fuch as thefe, the Divine 
patience w0uld be tired with the coatinual profana- 
tions of vain mortals. 

.Oh J venerable Sylvan, thou art the only pacific 
vi^Stim of this finful age. . Thy conftant felf-denials," 
mortifications, abftinences, and the whole fyftem of 
thy accomplimed fanility, ftop the wrath of heaven 
from falling in large catarads on mankind : When 
the eternal eye beholds thy virtues, it drops down 
tears of love and mercy on ^the eard), glad that a 
fon of Adam yet furvives, not ftained with vice. 
Thou art the efFedual propitiation for the finful 
world. When ftorms and tempefts of impetuous 
winds, when lightning, thunder, hail, or rain difturb 
the air, or earthquakes menace more efFef^ual trage- 
dies to the earth, I think of thee, the favourite, of 
heaven, and then repofe in full fecurity : Thy very 
idea is my ihelter from all evils : I Ihroud myfelf 
under die ihade of thy in violated beard, over which 
the razor never paiTed. I take fanduary in the um- 
brella of thy arms, when ftretched in fervent oraifons 2 
Thy remembrance is my certain refuge in calamity. 

1 am impregnated with facred emulations of thy 
virtue } I burn with fervent, paffionate defires to be- 
come thy difciple : I languiin to withdraw myfelf 
from this vain world, and from the contagious fo- 
ciety of mortals. How happy is the. life that is led 
in quiet folitude ? Where the foul can feel herfelf, 
and being awakened to a fenfe of her immortal 
lirength, rouzes and vigoroufly fhakes off the heavy 
clogs of fldep and death : Whilft the divine afflatus 
gently breathing on the intelle(^, and fanning the 
c^preued fparks of reafon, which lay fmothering un- 
der a heap of errars, iufts, affections, and unlimited 
ddires, kindles the mind into a perfedl flame of 
light, which foon confumes the rubbiih of bodily 
pleafures, diffipates the fmoke and mifts of pampered 
fleih and blooa, and then a man becomes all radiant 
within, ihining with unclouded iplendors. 

Wc 
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We mortals feem to be ranked in a middle ftate, 
between the feparate fpirits and beafts' : Our virtues 
make us like the former, our vices like the latter. 
For when a man has quite fubdued his appetites, and 
reafon fits triumphant in her throne, he is like an 
angel, living above the race of his mortaiity. He 
does not, with theftaeyrite, place virtue in a mediiun, 
or rank the excefs ofgoodnefs in the predicament ai 
vice ; but makes direct and fwift advances to the 
5tenith of heroic generofity, fcorning to halt or make 
lame mungrel capitulations with himfelf, as if he 
were afraia of being too good, 

I would aik a peripatetic, whether it be a virtue 
or a viccj in him that ftomaching the enormous, vil- 
iunies of wicked men, boils up with an exceilive ye-- 
henient anger ? Or whether a man can err in loving 
God too much, or in conceiving too violent a forrow 
for his paft oiFences, or who can be too thankful for 
the favours of heaven ? No ! the farther di^ance vir- 
tue keeps from this cold, earthly mediocrity, the 
brighter is its fplendor. And fo on the other fide, 
the greater is the barbarifiii, brutality, and infernal 
ftamp of vice, by how much more remote it is from 
this mdifFerence. In a word, virtue and vice are two 
contrary extremes : So piety is diametrically oppo- 
fite to prophanenefs j intemperance to fobriety -, for- 
titude to cowardice ; .incontinence to challity ; ava- 
rice to bounty j modefty to impudence ; pride to 
humility ; enn;ity to friendfhip, &c. 

Now the mediums between thefe extrcme3, are hy^ 
pocrify between virtue and vice ; fuperftition between; 
piety and prophanenefs; bafhfulnefs between mo- 
deity and impudence ; and fo of the reft. 

Yet after all, it is neceflary to obferve a medium 
in thofe things which pertain to mortal life, and to 
the perpetuation of mankind : Such are meats, 
drinks, natural paffions of the body and mind, pro- 
ceeding from the alternate fenfe of pleafure and pain. 
So when we are prefled with hunger and thirit, we 
ought not prefentiy to covet the plentiful tables and 

fuper- 
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fupM^rfiuous banquets of the 'great ; but rather fuch 
a diet, as being eafily prepared, may fatisfy the cra- 
vings of our nature, without naufeating and giving 
us a furfeit. To this end, the Divine Providence has 
fcattered up and down the furface of this globe, an. 
infinite variety of roots, herbs, fruits, fecd$, with all . 
forts of corn and pulfe. The cattle afford us plenty 
of milk ; the bees are no niggards of their honey ; 
the fountains, rivers, and lakes abound with ever 
j fpringing frem fupplies of fweet refrefhing water. 
We aJfo have the ufe of fait, oil, wine, and other 
I exhilarating beverages ^ that being content with fo 
many benefits and enjoyments, we might prolong 
©ur lives in this world by fobriety, as in a moft 
pleafam garden or paradife of health. 
But, ^as ! inftead of gratefully acknowledging 
j the bounty of heaven, and pregnant fertility of the 
I earth ; initead of fitting mannerly down at the table, 
which God has fpread and covered for us with fuch 
a train of feftival dainties, we break the rules of 
hofpitality ; and rufhing violently on the creature^ 
under his prote<^ion, we kill and flay at pleafure, 
turning the banquet to a cruel mallacre j being 
transformed into a temper wholly brutal and vora* 
I cious, we glut ourfelves with fleih and blood of 
■ flaughtered animals. Oh ! happy he that can con- 
I tent himfelf with herbs, and other genuine products 
of the earth ; that fleeps as well in a folitary cave, 
upon a bed of mofs or leaves, as in a palace on 
a couch of 4pwn. He never wants, becaufe he 
never delires what is not in his power. He is not 
j burdened with a crowd of fervants and flattering re- 
tainers 5 nor his repofe difturbed with early and late 
addreffes of pretended friends, officious fycophants, 
! importunate petitioners, and other fretting bufinefs 

of the world. 

, Why fliould I longer then demur or hefitate ? 

I What hinders me from prefeiitly embracing a courfe 

of life, that promifes fo much happinefs ? A dif- 

cipline that will at once free me from a thoufand 

tyrannies 

I 
i 
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tyrannies of imperious lufts, and hoftile pai&ons ? 
I ihall then have no need of money, or the help of 
crofs-grained fervants. I (hall not want a multi- 
tude of goods, the needlefs pageantry of fuperfluous 
ornaments, to make a dazzling figuie, and draw the 
eyes of people to a reverend admiration. I ihall be 
free from fottiih drowfinefs, and turbulent dreains. 
My lunes will in my fleep refpire the air with 
cafe : Whilft gentle flumbers, mixed with happy 
viiions, ihall tranfport my foul to unknown worlds. 
No fevers, gouts, or dyfenteries fliall invade my 
health, nor magiflerial menaces of empirics be- 
fpeak my certain death, unlefs.I will patienly fub- 
mit to all the needlefs tortures they are contriving 
for me, and tamely fwallow down therr new-invent- 
ed poilbns, and be racked to death in hopes of eafe 
and life. From all which horrid circumftances, a 
(lender innocent diet, not ftained with the blood of 
any animal, will fet me free. 

Holy Eremite, the idea I* hive of this manner 
of life, makes a profound and durable impreilion on 
my foul. I am ravifhed with the fentimtnts of Plato 
' and Pyriiagoras, and refolutely bent to undergo the 
difcipline of their philofophy. I will firft endea- 
vour to rid myfelf of vain aftedtions, habits, and 
prophane negotiations \)f the earth : I will gra- 
dually die to all concupifcence and bodily piea- 
fure, that fo I may by equal fteps revive to the 
contemplation* of celeltial things. Then being 
free from every fpot and ftain contrat^ed in the 
days* of my fecunty and careieflhcfs, my thoughts 
and works will foe acceptable to God ; who, in 
return, will certainly infufe into my defecate mind 
a fecret virtue, the magic of this viiible world ; 
which purifying my foul yet farther, will prepare 
it for the lalt and higheft gift of the eternal 
bounty to our race whilit in this life j to wit, a 
power of doing fupernatural things, and of fore- 
telling events to come. 

Do 
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Do thou but pray it may befo, and all the powers 
of hell can never prevail againft me -, for thou haft 
the ear of the Omnipotent. 

Paris, 3d of die 8th moon, 
of the year i668» 



LETTER m. 

To Hamct Reis Efiendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 



IN this time of wars with Nazarenes, when the 
Ottoman fury is rouzed and jprovoked by Infi- 
dels i it will not be amifs to expote the nakednefs of 
Europe to the Supreme Divan, which is on earth the 
clofc committee of the court above. 

I chufe to addrefs my letter to thee, in compliance 
with my former orders, wherein thou feemedft 
paflionately defu-ous to know the prefent ftate of 
Chriftendom. God give thee a perpetual ferenity, 
fcribe of the fcribes : Mayeft thou never be troubled 
with a running eye, a (baking hand, or the tooth- 
ach. As for me, I am a pened magazine of dif- 
eafes, a walking hofpital, the fchool of ^fculapius, 
where the necellarv god has fcope to vent his fkilt 
on all the various kinds of maladies which affli£t our 
mortal race : Gouts, fevers, cramps, and horrid 
dyfenteries, are as common with me as my daily 
diet. 

However, amidft all thefe aflSiftions, I ferve the 
Grand Signior and my friends with a cordial ala- 
crity 5 
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crity ; never grudging to &criike my eaft and health 
to the intereit of true believers. 
' The face of Europe is much chairged fiHce the 
decline of the Roman empire, and the ufurpations 
of the Popes. That once mighty monarchy is 
now fhrunk into a very narrow compafs,, being 
fliut up within the confines of Germany, which 
formerly was but^ province of the ancient em- 
pire. All Italy is revolted. So are the Swiffes, 
and the United States of the.Low-CounUjies. The 
Hans-towns, which in time paft paid homage to 
the Emperor, have now fliaken oft the yoke, and 
are become independent commonwealths. Tran- 
fylvania plays faft and Ibofe with him, according 
as their intereft requires. Livonia laughs at his 
menaces, as appears by the anfwer they fent to 
Charles V. when he demanded their fubmiffioQS, 
and that they would return to their native alle- 
giance, otherwife threatening them with fire and 
iword. For all the reply they made, was. That 
they. knew the Emperor's ho^fe would be foun- 
dered before he could reach the frcuati^rs of their 
country. 

It is a general obfervation, that fince the reign of 
Rodolph I. above two hundred principalities and 
ftates have fallen off" from the Empire. And thofe 
that yet continue in their obedience, I mean th^ 
Eleitoral Princes, claim fo many privileges, ftand (q 
much upon pun^^ilios and prerogatives, that there 
remains now little more of the Imperial majefty and 
power, fave the bare title and outward ooinp. It 
IS remarkable, that within thefe three" hundred 
years no lefs. than nine German Emperors have 
been murdered, and many more have been depofed 
and banifhed. To fum up ^1 in a few words ^ If 
we furvey the prefent ftate of the German Empire 
accurately, if we pry narrowly into its true circum- 
ftances, we fliall find, that after all the clatter of his 
noify titles, the Emperor can call nothing properly 
his own, but his hereditary eftate in Auftria, which 

i« 
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ps hardly equivalent to tite territories of fome lords, 

I whom he calls his vaiTals. 

The Germans, in general, are a rude, unpolifhed 
oeople ; greedy of novelties, inconftant, ram, per- 
ndious^ and very phlegmatic ; much addicted to un- 
natural \n&Sj and inceftuous copulations. It is re- 
corded of Barbara the Emprefs, wife to Sifeifinund, 
another Meffalina, that after her hufband s death, 
her confeflbr advifitig her to reform her manners, 
and live more chaftly, like the turtle ; fee anfwered, 
" If I mull: imitate the life of birds, why not. of a 
** fparrow, as well as a turtle ? " Her brother Fre- 
derick was much fuch another : For at ninety year§ 
of age he riiurdered his wife for the fake of a ftrum- 
pet. And being advifed to repent, and think of his 
grave V he faid, ** I am now ftudyinjg my epitaph, 
" which I dcfign fliall be comprized in thefc 
*' -words : 



"This b my way to helj : I know not 
" what I (hall find there : What I hav« 
^* left behind me, I know. I abound- 
" ^^.'m. all delights^ whereof I carry 
^« nothing with me : Neither my 
" dainty meats, or pieafant wine, or 
•^ whatfocver my inf^iable luxury ex- 
" haufted." 

Drunkennefe ij faid to be the original fin of Ger- 
many, from whence it fprcaditfelf into other coum- 
tries. They give thi^ chaaftcr of a German, "That 
" he is an animal which drinks more than he<can 
*' carry : A tun that contains more than he can ex- 
** prefs."*They tell a Itory of four old Saxons, who 

at 
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at one fitting drank as many healths as they coul^ 
make up years amongft them9 which amounted tf| 
three hundred. And it is recorded of a certain 
German count, »that he ufed to make his children^ 
whilft yet infants, drink luftily, to prove whethec 
they were of his own begetting or no : For if they 

frew fick after it, he prefently concluded them to ; 
e baftards ; but if tney coiild bear the debauch . 
well, he cherifHed them as his own true offspring. ' 
In a word, thou mayeft have the fame idea of the j 
Germans at this day, as Solyman the Magnificent 
had in his time, who ufed to fay, ^^ I flight the 
** Germans above all other people of Europe, be- 
*' caufe they are always at difcord among them- 
*' felves, nor ,can they ever be united any more 
*' than my fingers and toes. They cannot en- 
*^ dure labour, and are the excemveft gluttons 
** and drunkards in the world : They always 
*' maintain a regiment of whores in their camp. 
** Their generals take more pride in their feathers, 
** than in their military arms." > 

In a word, the German is fo over-run with all 
kinds of vice., that he wants nothing to make him 
a compleat devil, but only a little tinfture of the 
Italian qualities, according to die proverb, ' Tu- 
*' defco Italianato e nn di2u>oio incarnato :' A Ger- 
man Italianized is. a devil incarnate. 

It is certain, the French have fo weakned them 
on one hand, and the Swedes on the other \ that 
confidering the frequent troubles they medt with 
from the Hungarians, Bohemians, and other tribu- 
tary nations, befides the inteftine feuds of the E- 
ledtoral princes ; we nped not fear the blunted ta- 
lons of the Eagleji which are fcarce flrong enough 
to fupport her tottering fhute, or prop her from 
falling into ruin : So iar is fhe from being able 
to offend her neighbours, that (he never makes 
war her choice, or takes the field but by compul* 
lion in her own defence. 

Illufh-iotts 
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f^ UluArious Hsunet, I pray God infpire the vi£to- 
fious Ofinans with prophetic courage and refolution. 
Bud tHe final con<|ueft of Germany will foon be the 
l^rize of True Believers. 
i 
- Paris, 5th of the loth moon, 
ofthe year i668. 



LETTER IV. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

^"JT^HE friendfliip that has been contraded be- 
JL tween thee and me, ever fince it was thy for- 
tune to ferve the Grand Signior in that ftation, o- 
l>liges us both to mutual fincerity.. Beildes, the 
duty and allegiance we owe our fovereign, requires 
plain dealing between us. We ought to fhun flat- 
tery as the bane of all friendly engagements, the 
-peit of the courts of princes, and the general con-* 
tagion which infeds chiefly the moK eiFeminate 
part of mankind. Such as are thefe Weftern Naza- 
renes, who abound in a thou fand little complaifances 
and falfe civilities : Thus fuffering their own inte- 
grity to be corrupted, their virtue and faftnefs of 
ipirit to be fiurprized and debauched ; whilft their 
friends, l^ thefe means, not feldom run on^preci- 
pices^ and fall into in^itable ruin. In a word, they 
oetray one anotber and themfelves out of pretended 
good-nature. 

By what I have faid, thou wilt comprehend, that 
I>do not reprove thee out .of fpite, envy, malice, 
or an.affediM gravity ; wheal tell thee, that you 
took wrong meafures, in endeavouring to fet the 
Emperor's palace on fire, or to poifon him at his 

dinner. 
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dinner. I told thee once before, that thefe prep(»ll< 
rous methods will never take dft£t. Befides, the 
will do the Grand Signior no fervice. 
Though thou art feeming^y engaged in the cauii 

^ of the malecontents, remember tifiat thy buiinefs i 
different from theirs. What fignifies it to thee, wlic 
ther the Hungarians have their liberties, rights, an< 
privileges granted them, or no ? Or what reaioj 
hadft thou to elpoufe the intereft of the Evangelic 
rather than that of the Catholics, any farther than a 
an umbrage to cover the greater defigns thou haft ii 
hand, as an agent incognito for the Grand Signior 
Let the Jefuits purfue their own game, and the Pro- 
teftants theirs 5 ftand thou neuter in the main, and 
rather endeavour to keep both parties in a counter- 
poize, than to turn the fcales for either. For the 
§ultan will gain by the divifions of the Nazarenes, 
let the cafe go how it will between themfelves. Be- 
fides, there are Catholics engaged in the fadtion, as 
well as Proteftants. It is rather a civil quarrel than 
a religious one. The nobles and gentry of Hun^ 
garia and Tranfylvania are concerned for their eftates 
more than for their churches. They fee the Impe- 

. rial court wants money, and it is a crime for an 
Hungarian to be rich. Thofe that have the fupreme 
power in thefe cafes, will find xeafbn enough to 
trondemn a wealthy lordf whether he be guilty or 
not. 

It is this puts them upon caballing and entering 
into confederacies, that fo they niay confult the 
means of their own fafety, and be in a pbfture to de- 

. fend themfelves. 

I perceive the Count de Serini has made another 
addrefs for the government ofCarolftadt, and bccji 
repulfed ; Jofeph earl of Haberftein, and knight of 
Malta, being appointed to iucceed the count d'A-^ 
verlperg in that honour. Which is. an, evident figa 
that the Emperor has no good opinion of Serini^ 
notwithftanding all his former good ferviccs. And 
this is enough to alienate a man of his g^eat coi^rage; 
and merit. 

Count 
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I Count Frangijpani alfo has his particular difcon- 
\ tents : So has Tatembach, with many other potent 
I lords of Hungary and Croatia, Indeed, the whole 
body of thofe nations ?tre difobliged, and almoft 
i ' wearied out with the coatjnual oppreffions of the 
[ Germans. 

Nathan, thou wilt find it no hard matter to bring 
- them to a neceflity of putting theijifelves under the 
Grand Siguier's proteaion. It is th)r part to cherifli 
their difcontents. As for the Imperial court, thou 
mayeft perceive they are refolved to mortify thefe 
people, and to take from them all opportunities and 
the very capacity of rebelling, by not fufFering the 
natives of Hungary and Croatia to poifefs any office 
of' command. 

Every party purfues its own interefts, and fo muft 
.we «>ur6. Self-prefervation is the root of all mutual 
fociety and juftice. Take care of thyfelf, thy 
friemis, and the caufe thou art engaged in^ and 
then thou needeft not fear any <|ualms ofconfcience. 
in fine, I counfel thee to put in practice the advice 
of one of thy owa Rabbis, " Jefus Ben Syrach ;" 
fie not over juft. 



' Paris, 17th of the nth moon, 
of the year 1668. 
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LETTER V. 

To Pcftcli Hali, his. Brother, Maftcr of] 
the Grand Signior's Culloms, at Con- 
ftantinople. 

PRepare thyfelf for furorizin^ news, and receive 
it with a moderation oecoming a man. Oucou- 
miche our mother is dead. One and the fame night 
lodged her in the apartments of Hymen, and the. 
chambers of death. Before the days of the nuptial 
folemnities were over, the mournful rites of her fu- 
neral commenced : She made but one remove from 
her marriage-bed to the grave. 

If thou wondered that a woman of her age, being 
feventy-five years old, and having already had two 
hufbands, fhould marry a third ; know that it was 
not douge, but difcretion, which prompted her to 
take this courfe. The integrity, wifdom, and pru- < 
dent condud of Eliachim the Jew, had charmed her 
afFe(5lions long ago, and improved her acquaintance ' 
with him into a Irriifl and virtuous friendihip. As a 
mother, £he owed him refped and love for his con- | 
ftant fidelity to me : And on her own account, (he ' 
could not but entertain fentiments of efteem and 
gratitude for a man who had been fo nicely careful .1 
to preferve her perfon and honour from injury and ' 
violence, ever fince flie came to Paris. For he 
alone, among the many myriads of people inha- 
biting this city, was tne oi\ly confidant both of 
her lecrets and mine. In a word, thefe regards, 
with fome others of piety, zeal, and good-nature, 
made her willing to become his wife, who in all 
things had performed the part of a friend, and a 
perfon of honour; 

Befides 
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Beiides all this, it was really her intereft thus to 
difpofe of her latter days in a foreign country, where 
file knew no body but Eliachim and me. As forme, 
file confidered that my life was not only fubjed tp 
the fame cafualties with other mortals, and that I 
might be fn^tched away by a thoufand deaths ; but 
tiiat my ftation here was very precarious, and I might 
be fuddenly recalled by my fuperiors to Conftantino- 

Sle, or at leaft be removed to (ome other pok whither 
le could not accompany me, being mcapable of 
bearing, at thefe years, the hardfliips and fatigues of 
travel : That after my departure, fhe (hould fc neg- 
lected, contemned, and abandoned by all, but thofe 
who would deiire her death for the lake of her mo- 
ney and jewels. 

In thefe circumftances, to remain a widow, pro- 
feffing the faith of Mahomet, and believing the Al- 
coran, in a region and city (warming with Infidels, 
would have been but an uncomfortable as well as a 
dangerous condition. Wherefore having had expe- 
rience of Eliachim's virtue^ and incorrupt manners, 
he alfd making addrefles of love to her, and giving 
her encouragement to hope that he would become a 
MuiTulihan, Ihe yielded at laft to the thoughts of 
taking him for her hufband, and they were married 
on the 7th of this moon, in a private fynagogue of 
the Jews : For they are not allowed a public one in 
this city, as they are in many other cities of Europe. 

My mother appeared neither too deje6iedly fad, 
nor profufely merry, during the nuptial feaft 5 but 
comporting herfelf with a chearful refervednels, 
feemed to have her thoughts rather fixed on fome- 
thing elfe, than the vain ceremonies, noife, and 
mirth of the company. It looks as if her pro- 
phetic foul was f(?nfible of its approaching releafe : 
For, to be brief, (he was found dead in her bed next 
morning. 

Brother, (he is now in her fepulchre, at reft from 
all the toils of human life. Let not this news afFe<a 
thee with fruitlefs melancholy-, fmce death is the 

Vol. VII, F ♦ commoit 
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common fate of all mortals. Rather advance the 
blifs of our deceafed parent, with devout oraifons 
for her foul ; remembering that e'er long we ihall be 
in the fame condition. For though man, like a moth, 
be paffionately enamoured with the light of this 
. world ; though he flutter and dance about it for a 
while, bafking in the fplendor and warmth of hts 
good fortune, yet at length he is confintic^ by the 
very flame which gave him nourifhment, and /alls a 
viftim to his own pleafure. 



Paris, the 9th of the ift moon, 
of the year 1669. 



LETTER VL 

To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

I Sent thee a letter fome davs ago, wherein I ex- 
pofed the general nakednefs, imbecility, and 
languifhing ftate of the German empire in this age. 
My difpatch abounded with chara£):ers of their vices : | 
It has defcribed exa6Hy the prefent eclipfe of ancient 
Imperial majeily, power and ftrength, the revolt of 
many principalities and ftates, the feuds and difcord 
of thoie that yet remain in obedience, and pay a 
feeming homage to Caefar 5 with many other things, 
which, being well confidered, may for the future 
prevent, or at leail diminifli that confternation and 
panic terror, which ufes to feize the hearts of Muf- 
^ fulmans, when we are in war with the Emperor. 

Now, as a farther incentive and encouragement 
to take up arms againft the Infidels ; as a (pur to 
certain victory and conquefts, I will unlock th^ 

trcafures 
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treafares of the country, without taking notice of 
the inhabitants. And fince nothing more excites the 
refolution and valour of military men, than the 
hopes of plunder, and pafling away a campaign in 
plenty of all ncceflary comforts ; I .will give thee a 
true account of the natural dowry of thefe regions, 
the riches of the foil, and the"wealth, which com- 
merce with other nations, together with the fpoils of 
, former wars, the induftry of the people, and the be- 
nevolence of fortune, have added to their ftcwe. 

Germany abounds in generous wines, and thofe 
more lading than any other in Europe. The Rhenifli 
wines will keep above fifty years. The wines of the 
Necker are wholefome, and clear as water from the 
rock : Thofe of Franconia are llrong and operative ; 
the Auftri^ grape is fweet and lufcious. Several 
RomaD emperors have preferred the fruits of the Ger- 
man vintage to thofe of Italyand Greece. And fuch 
is the iupenibundant plenty of vineyards, that at a 
place called Stutgard, there is a proverb current, that 
* They have more wine than wtter.* If our Janiza- 
ries knew this, they would be for an expedition into 
Germany : Nay they temper their mortar with wine 
in fome places, and llack their lime with it. 

They have ftrong beverages alfo made of barley, 
wheat, ^and other grain, which they tranfport from 
Brunfwick, BreAaw, Delph, Dantzick, Lubeck, and 
other places, to moft countries in the North and 
Weft of Europe. They likewife make a fort of 
wine of honey, as ftrong and fweet as the wine of 
Candy. 

•There is abundance of frankincenfe and myrrh in 
Moravia, of fafFron in Auftria, of liquorice in Fran- 
conia, of madder for dyers in Sileiia, of amber in 
Thuringia. 

There are innumerable orchards full of all de- 
lectable fruits ; the fields ftand thick with corn, 
the paftures are thronged with cattle, and they have 
a breed of the ftouteft horfes in the world. They 
Ijavc timber engugh to ferve all the nations in 
F 2 the 
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the world for fhipping. But, that which is moft in- 
vitine, is the variety of mines of.gold,.filver, cop- 
per, lead, tin, and iron. Before America was dif- 
covered, Germany was the Peru and Potofi of all 
Europe. They have alfo plenty of marble as bright 
as cryftal. 

Befides their native and domeftic riches, they have 
mightily improved their ftock by foreijgn commerce ; 
exchanging their fuperfluities for thmgs more pi-e- 
cious. and of greater value : Which in a conitanC 
courfe of barterinc; brings into the German coffers 
many hundred millions of crowns in a* year. In a 
word, their cities are fo rich, that when they have 
been pillaged by an enemy, the booty of one city- 
has been valued at two millions of crowns in ready 
money, befides plate and jewels. The common fbl- 
diers have made hilts for thei{ fwords and dagjgejrs of 
gold and filver ; nay, fome would make their very 
helmets of the fame metals. Public gaming-tables 
have been fet up^ in the ilreets, and it has been com- 
mon for a private trooper to win or lofe five or ten 
thousand crowns at a time : This would berarefport 
for our. Janizaries and/Spahis. ■ . . - . 

I tell thee,.fcrene.minifter, confidering. the im- 
menfe wealth of Germany, and the degeneracy of 
its inhabitants. Providence feems to invite our arms 
to make a conqueft of thofe fertile regions, and take 
from the Uncircumcifed the goods which furfeit 
them. They abufe the gifts of nature and fortime, 
by employing them to the ends of vice 5 whereas 
the True Believers, were they once poifefled of them, 
would turn them to virtuous purpofes, the public 
advantage, the increafe of the empire, glory of ^God, 
add propagation of the Faith Undefiled. 

Paris, 13th of the 4th moon, 
ofthe year 1669. 
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LETTER VII. 

To HcbattoUa, Mir Argun, Superior of 

the Convent of Dervifes, at Cogni in 
Natolia. 



IT was with a fpecific kind of joy not eafy to be 
defined, that. I received thy venerable difpatch. 
I. perufed the welcome orders therein contained with 
a delight not in the leaft inferior to his, who being 
abandoned to diftrefs and miferable poverty, has by 
good luck difcovered a hidden wealthy treafure : For 
lb my fpirit is ravifhed, to find in this degenerate 
age, a rich referve of piety and devotion to the an- 
cient Prophets of God. 
. I am glad to hear the charafbr of John the Bap- 
tift, which I fent thee formerly, was fo well accepted 
by thee,. and all the Religious under thy charge, that 
thou vouchfafeft only to accufe the (hortnefs of the 
relation, defiring a more particular account of that 
Prophet's manner of living, efpecially of his abfti- 
nence, and what may be the' moll proper interpre- 
tation of the Grecian word dx^i^a^, mentioned in the 
hiftory of his life. 

. Praife be to God, who has infpired thee with this 

critical regard to one of his mo^ holy meffengers, 

I revere thy learned foul, and that accomplifhed in- 

telle^^ which is ever bufy, prying into weighty and 

important matters. I honour thy impartial mind, 

which fcrupks not to pay the attach that is due to 

a faint, though of the Chriftian kalendar. If we 

; (hould rejeft all that the followers of Jefus do, we 

Ihould neither faft, pray, give alms, or perform any 

other good works. Therefore in this, thou art an 

exemplary pattern to the rigid, fuperltitious fort of 

Muffulman fanatics, who bear an endlefs grudge 

F 3 ^ againft 
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againft all thofe that are not of their narrow faith^ 
and dark opinion. 

Glory be to God, with whom the Word was prc- 
fent fioni the dawning of eternal light, before the 
morning of his works had peeped over the moun- 
tains of the ancient chaos, or penetrated the dark 
abyfs and mifty vale of npthine, and. painted the 
tops of the creation, the higheft ranks of beings, 
with fplendors of the early day. Before the fun had 
drank the immortal Halo in, and fponged up all the 
vifible beams, to fqueezc them out again upon the 
moon and ftars, and, on the lower world. That 
Word remains for eter, and at a determined hour 
liccame incarnate, in the perfon of Jcfus, the fon of 
Mary, as the Holy Alcoran informs us. 

In thofe days John the Baptift went into the 
Wildernefs, and preached repentance to the Jews, 
foretelling the near approach of the Meffias. The 
facred hero made a cave his refidence 5 and at firft 
to wean his body from all foftnefs, he wore a veft or 
ibirt of camel's hair, which was girt about him with 
a belt made of that painful and religious creature's 
ikin, to put him in mind, that he was born for holy 
iabours, toils, and mortifications. He had no table 
fpreadwith far-fetched coftly dainties; no diihes 
crammed with bloody ah J large inventories of birds, 
four-footed beafts, and £fh. His diet was limple, 
cheap, and innocent^^^eafy to be got in every wood 
or field, without the detriment of his fellow-aninials, 
Por he either contented himfelf with a repafl on 
i^ioney, which he found in hollow trees j or on a 
kind of manna, a fweet dew falling on their leaves, 
and there condenf^ by heavenly influence ; or elfe 
it was a kind of lufcious moiflure, which be fucked 
from certain plants, perhaps not much unlike our 
fugar-canes. For thus interpreters do differ about 
the words ro ^lA** ay^iw. Whatever it was we may 
conclude it to be fome flender,. light, and eafy nou« 
rifhment : And when this diet failed him, or his fto- 
mach required a little more variety, he banqueted on 
what the Grecians called dx^ihi. Some will have 

thefe 
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^efe to be a kind of locufts or grafhoppers, a meat 
indulged the Jews by Mofes in the Law. The Syri- 
ans alio counted them a dainty ; fa did the ancient 
Parthians, as Ariftotle and Pliny tell us. And my 
countrymen the Arabians eat of them to this day. 
Others are of opinion, that thefe a«^ioK were a fort 
of little fhell-iiih, fuch as crabs, craylifh, orfhrimps, 
ivhich nature has generally lodged in holes along the 
banks of rivers. A pleafant, temperate fort of diet, 
commended for their virtues in expelling poifon, 
and being remedies for the ttrangury, and antidotes 
to cure the biting of mad dogs. 

The divine Prophet therefore oft frequenting the 
w^aters of the river Jordan, wherein he ufed to 
wafh his converts and difciples ; thefe men fuppofe, 
he took occasion to allay his hunger with thefe little 
fhell-fiih, which he might eafily take in mighty 
nupfibers from their watery nefts. And they en- 
deavour to ftrcngthen this opinion, by aflerting, 
that the food which the waters afFord us, is much 
more pure and holy than what the earth brings forth, 
in regard the earth lies under the malediction of 
God ever iince Noah's flood, whereas the waters 
never were curfed. Hence, fjiy they, it is very pro- 
bable, that the confecrated hero would not defile 
his ipotlefs life with curfed banquets from the earth, 
but rather chofe to appeafe his hunger with the 
harmlefs, bleffed, and whokfome produd of th« 
waters. 

If thou wilt have my opinion after all, I am apt 
to think thefe otx^ihq were nothing elfebut the tender 
tops of plants, fuch as we call a^araeus, or perhaps 
they were the witd apples of the wood, and then we * 
may fuppofe there is fomemiftake in the Greek copy 
d/i^ihq for »x^ah<:. ' Or it may be, the holy Prophet 
in the proper feafon of the year did ufe to crop and ' 
cat the ears of barley, and then the word fhould be 
kax^vhq. For what could be more fweet and plea- 
fant to an abftemious man than to fuftain his life 
with fruits; grains, herbs, or roots ? Nor did 
the maledidion reach the vegetables, but only j 

F 4 ^^« I 
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the animal generations, from which a perfect ixiaxi 
abftains. 

Certainly thofc, who out of an averiion for purity, 
prayer, and failing, turn themfelvcs from numan 
podies to fwine, and from religious abftinence to 
lavage gormandizing on flefh, ieem to derive their 
pedigree from a race of devils ; efpecially fuch as 
after the manner^ of fpidcrs, gathering poifon from 
the flowers of piety, blafpheme this facred virtue of 
abftinence, and call it by the infamous name of Tu- 
perftition. 

For if the veneration we pay to God confift in the 
knowledge, love, and fear or his Divine Majefty, 
with adoration and praife of his eternal attributes j 
' it follows, that we ought to worfhip him with the 
moft fervent application of our fpirits* But this 
religious ardor cannot fubfift in any foul, whofe 
body is not mortified j nor can the body be morti- 
fied without aufterity, which always is accompanied 
with rigorous fafting and abftinence from flefh. 
Wherefore if we afcend to God by the very . fame 
degrees as we fall from him, it follows, that abfti- 
nence is the firft ftep to immortality and fupreme 
happinefs. 

1 do not mean by abftinence, that natural aver- 
fion which fosme men have for flefh, who never durft 
to tafte of any in their lives, compelled to this by 
fome occult antipathy in their ftomachs. For fuch 
a necefEty cannot make a virtue, it beinj; common 
to men and brutes ; there being many animals, who 
faft from all provender certain feafons of the year, 
and others that tafte not fome kinds of food during 
their lives : So there are fome men to whom wine, 
flefh, cheefe, apples, herbs, and other things, are 
an abomination from their cradles. There have 
been others, who, by a preternatural necef&ty have 
lived fome days, weeks, months, and years, without 
either meat or drink. So Plato records, that He- 
rus Pamphilius lay ten whole days among the dead 
carcafes of foldiers flain in battle 5 and when he was 
taken up to be laid on the funeral pile, they per- 
ceived 
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creivdi him to be alive. Laertes tells us, that Pytha- 
goras failed forty days und forty niehts from meat 
axid drink. From whom ApoUonius Tyanaeus learned 
the art of keepijijg almoft a perpetual taft. And thefe 

; modern times afiord us the example of a Spaniard 
i^om they call Alcantare> who every moon ufed to 
fa& for feven or eight d^ys together. So a famous 
Germain maid was diligent;ly obferved and watched, 
i^hilft flie paifed away full feven years time without 
meat, drink, fleep, or excrements. France alfo 
boaftjs another virgin who fafted above^three years 
together. 

t>uch abilinencies as thefe are not to be put to the 
account of virtue, in regard they were not the- ef- 
feils of human choice, but the decrees of fate. Sa 
would our abftinence be depraved, if we fliould only 
pra<Siife it, as the old Gentiles did, who forbore tOe • 
kill or eat fome certain beafts, becaufe they held, 
them confecrated to their gods. As the dog to Diana, 
the tyger to Bacchus, the horfe to Neptune, the wolfc 
to Mars, the eagle to Jupiter, the peacock to Juno>, 
the jfwan to Apollo, the doVe to Venus, the owl to 
Minerva.. Nor need we to ibftain on the account 

i of the foul's tranfmigration ^ for fo we ought to for- 
bear the vegetable |)rodu£bs of the earth, as well as. 
animals, fmce the ioul is indifferent to all bodies in 

I its feparate ftate.. 

! But our reafon in this point ought to take its rife 

' from the fundamental law of nature, the original 
iuftice of the world, which teaches us, * Not to do 

* that to another, which we would not have another 

* do to us.' Now,.fince it is evident that no man 
w^uld willingly become the food of beafts ; there- 
fore, by the lame rule, he ought not prey on them^ 
Next to this foundation of our ablHnence, we ought 
to build our aims at the. perfe<£lion of our nature,, 
which cannot be acquired but by degrees : We muft 
endeavour to abate the aliment of our concupifcences, 
by exhaling the fuperfluous and groffer vapours of 
our . blood m facred fafts and oraifons. Then we 
ihould refrdQi our fainting body with food affording 

F5 Uttk 
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little nouriihment and pleafiire ; that fo our vain af- 
fections, appetites and lufts, may gradually die,whilft 
the pure mind revives, and being free from the gro(s 
vapours arifmg from too much, and too fattening^ 
meats and drinks, the films which darkened her fieht 
fall off ; and flie can better now difcern the naked 
forms of things by her own Ample intuition, than 
before (he could through all borrowed fpeCbdes and 
other optics of book philofophy : Alfo, fhe will more 
cafily raife herfelf to the contemplation and fcience 
of divine eternal things. He therefore that in earneft 
will apply hinifelf to the ftudy of accomplifhed fane- 
tity, muft firft by fefting exhauft the marrow fnxn 
his bones, the fatnefs from his flefh, the wild and 
rampant fpirits from his nerves, and then he muft 
purge the words and a<3:ions of his life from vice. 
When this is done, the* foul becometh a pure tabula 
rafa, and is fit for the impreflions of celeftial virtue. 

Thofe who labour under acute difeafes, run great 
hazard of their lives, according to Hippocrates, un- 
lefs their diet be accommodated with proportionate 
regard to the quality and time of the critical fits or 
paroxyfms. But thofe 'who are entangled with vice 
do labour under far more, dangerous diftempers than 
fuch as afflift the body. Wherefore the Prophet, 
our holy lawgiver, Hke a wife phyfician, appointed 
certain feafons of the year for facred abftinencies, 
.fallings, pilgrimages, vigils, and other holy exercifes,^ 
cfpecially the mighty taft and vigil of Ramezan, 
wherein though it be not forbid to eat of flefh after 
the ftars appear at night, yet noiie but loofe and in* 
devout believers take that liberty ; whereas the bet- 
ter fort content themfelves with an afcetic diet. The 
Hebrews failed with unleavened bread, and a little 
fallad y the Chriftians alfo tafte no flefh on their pro- 
hibited days : And fhall the Muffulmans be greater 
libertines than thefe infidels ? 

O Hebatolla ! how radiant is the luflre of a lamp 
when fhining through a clean and fine defecate cry- 
flal ! fo does the foul difplay the rays of her impior- 
tal virtue lound about, when fhe inhabits in a well 

purified, 
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purified, chafte, and almoft pervious body. Whereof 
it is abfolutely necelTary for iiim to attenuate his 
body with perpetual temperaace and ahftinence, who 
confecrates himfelf to virtue and devotion. He will 
i not be enfhared or catched by any baits of luxury o^: 
Yoluptueufnefs ; nor yet aiFrighted from his conftan^^ 
! ibber courfe of life, by any pain or thwarting acci- 
I dent : No frowns or menaces fhall divert him from 
! his noble purpofe : But he will fo nourifh his body 
I a)l his, life, that it fhall never be furfeited or over- 
filled with meats. And fuch is the magic of this far 
cred virtue, that it can never be hurt, much lefs fub^ 
verted by all the machinations of evil demons, or the 
malicious attempts of men. But it proceeds front 
ftrength to ftrength, and fights die combat valiantly^ 
till having overcome at lafl, it triumphs for ever, 
and receives the palm, the crown and chaplet of di- 
vine reward in Paradife. 

Holy Prefident, pray that I may pra£Hfe what I 
fo admire, and not oe felf-condemned for livings 
contrary to my knowledge. For God neither loves 
a double tongue or heart, neither delights he in feet 
or hands that are fwift and nimble to do mifchief. .. 

Paris, 13th of the Ath mooa» ' . 

of the year 1609. 
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LETTER VIIL 

To Hamet, Reis EfFcndi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

IWTOW the Chriftians are in a eeneral conftcr'* 
X^ nation for Candy : The Pope na3 fent letters 
to all the princes that are in his communion^ invi-^ 
ting and preffing them to fuccour that diftreffed ifland- 
Levies are making every where ; and the king of 
France, who feeks all occafions of glory^ appears the 
moft forward of any to affiil the republic in this fatal 
junf^ure. The duke of Beaurort, and chevalier de 
Vendofme, are am3ointed to lead the forces defigned 
for that fervice. They are gone to Toulon, in or- 
der to embark. The Pope has fent the duke of Beau- 
fort a Breve, declaring him general of the troops ec- 
clefiaftic that are to ferve m Candy ; and for his 
greater encouragement, he has fent him the pontifi- 
cal ftandard. in the mean while there is a triple 
league concluded between the Emperor, the king of 
Spain, the king of England, the kingof Swedeland^ 
and the ftates of Holland.^ 

There is great joy in Portugal for the birth of the 
Infanta, who is called Elizabetha- Maria -Louifa^ 
She was born. the 6th of the firft moon j and on the 
l8th the Eraprefs of Germany was alfo delivered of 
a daughter. Thefe Weftern queens are very preg- 
nant ; not a year paffes without the birth or baptika 
of fome royal infant. 

This is all the news at prefent ; but to oblige 
thee, I Ayill fay fomething of Italy, which is efteemSi 
the garden of Europe. Nay, Conftantine Paleolo- 
gus, JEmperor of Greece, was wont to fay, ' Unlefs 

* I had been affured by very learned and holy men,, 

* that Paradife was feated in Afia, I ihould have 

* fworn that Italy had been the place/ 
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It is moft certain Italy is a dekSablb coxmtry, a^ 
bounding in riches and pleafures. The eye is not 
fadsfied with feeing the infinite variety of beauties^ 
which grace this happy region^ " Such is the lovely 
intermixture of hills and valleys, groves and plains, 
palaces and gardens, that a travelkr is ravifhed as he 
pafles on the road. But this is not all : She is as 
rich as fair. No country in the world can match 
Italy for the plenty and variety of excellent wines j 
only they are of no long continuance. Above all the 
reft, travdlers commend that fort which they call 
Lachrymae Chrifti, or the Tears of Chrift, for its de- 
licious tafte 'y which,; when a Dutchman once tailed,' 
he burft forth into this exclamation, * O Chrift, wl^ 
* didft n(yt than weep in my country ?' At Fapia 
there are a kind of aromatic grapes which leave a 
fra|^rant odour in the mouth of him that eats them. 
It IS recorded of a certain Roman lord, that when 
he was in prifon half dead with . melancholy, he 
drank a g;lala or two of this generous wine, which fo 
revived his fpirits, 'that inftead of defpairing, as he 
was ready to do before, he wrote a Treatife, intitled,. 
De Confolatione. 

Befides, Italy abounds in cattle, Iheep, fowls, 
mines, rocks of alabafter, marble, porphyry, coral, 
ophirs, agats, chalcedonis, azures, and innumerable, 
other precious ftones. Hence it comes, that in this 
country are feen the moft glorious and magnificent 
temples of the world. 

But this fo fair and wealthy a QK>t of ground is 
inhabited by a very wicked fort of people ; they are 
quite degenerated from the virtues of their anceftors». 
Thefe are a bafe, effeminate, fly, fodoinitical race 
of men, covetous, revengeful, and inexorable. I 
have heard a ftory of two Italian brothers that were 
walking one night in the fields, it being a very fe- 
rene fky, when one of them looking fteadfaftly oa 
the heavens, wiihed, ^He had as many oxen a^ there 
' were ftars J The other wiflied, * He had a field as 

* large as the firmament.' * What would you do with 

• it V feid the firft» * Let your oxen graze, there j* 

replied 
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replied he. But as they proceeded in this kind of 
fooliih loofe difcourfe, they kindled each other's an* 
ffer ; zndr at length, falling fn>m words to blows. 
Killed one another on the Ipot. Behold the confe- 
quence of their covetous deiires ! They are extreme-^ 
ly addicted to revenge, and are as dextrous at poi* 
ioning as the Indian princes. A certain French au- 
thor gives us a very compendious account of the 
benefus a ftranser gets by travelling into Italy, in 
thefe wvMfds : ' We go into Italv, fays he, with in- 

* credible charges, only to purcnafe die mere ibadow 

* of civility; andwebrmgbackfrom thence the whole 

* fyftem of vices.' The Milanefe teach us how to 
cheat. From the Venetians we learn hypocrify. 
Rome transforms us into perfect Atheifts and Li- 
bertines. Naples turns us to fatyrs. Florence in- . 
ftru£b us in the artificial methods of poifomng. 
There is not one city which does not tinAure us 
with ibme fpecific ill qualities. 

Sage Hamet, in all my letters to thee, I fludioufly 
ittfert fome remarks on thefe Weftem nations, that 
(a Imay gratify thy wiihes. Pardon the want of 
order j for I write things as they prefent themfelves 
to my memory. Accept all m good part from 
Mahmut, who obeys thy commands chcarfully, and 
honours thee without flattery. 

Paris, 1 2th of the 5th moon, 
of the year 1669. 
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\ A SPY AT PARIS. ut. 

j 

L E T T E R IX. 

To Hamet, Reis Effcndi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

THOU mayeft iwifter in the archives of the^ 
Sacred Empire, That Don John of Auftria 
is> made perpetusil governor of the Low-Countries 
under the Spanilh king's obedience. He is alio vice- 
n>y% and vicar-generaf of Arragon, Catalonia, and 
Vaientia. But it is fit for thee to know alfo, that 
diis is fo&r from being efteemed by that prince si 
happinefs, that he counts it his greateft misfortune, 
in regard it is no better than an honourable and ir- 
revocable banifhment from die court of Spain, where 
hi» royal blood and merits are outmaftered by the 
genius of a certain prieft, whom they call Fadier Ni- 
tard. Thi$ man is very ambitious, always aiming at 
high matters ; yet admired by nobody for his learn- 
ing, beauty, or any other good qualities. Only the 
queen of Spain is pleafed to make him her favourite. 
He could never buckle to the humour of Don 
John } and hence arofe a fecret envy between them, 
which afterwards burft forth into open animciities, 
feuds, and quarrels : So that at the laft the favourite 
got the day, and Don John was fowled to quit the 
held. 

It is impoffible t0 trace the fovcrcigiia of the earth 
in the feotftep of their royal condud ; or elfe one 
would of courfe coiKlude, that fo great a prince as 
this, of the fome lineage as the queen hcrfelf, fhoul^ 
have e^ily eclipfed the borrowed luftre of an upftart 
minion. jBut monarchs have fpecific realbns to them- 
iidves, which others cannot penetrate. 

Perhaps this cunning prieft ufed a trick like that 
of a foldier in the army of Alexander the Great ; 
yfh9 bemg of an amUtious fpirit, and coveting tft 

make 



Hi LETTERS WRIT BY 

make fome greater figure than that of a private cen- 
tinel, considered Alexander's humour, and how to hlr 
it. He knew that his heroic mafter took delight in any- 
thing that was bold and brave j but how to come into 
his prefence he was ignorant. At length he pitched 
upon this method. One day, as Alexander was de- 
bauching with his beloved Parmenio, Hepheftion, Ly- 
fimachus, and other officers ; this fellow (whofe name 
was Clytus) put himfelf into a mimic drefs of vyrar, 
counterfeiting himfelf mad, and dancing the Pyrrhicr 
mcafures, wiSi his brandifhed fword, killed five new- 
lifted foldicrs lately come from Colchis. The guards^ 
foon feized upon him ; and it being a tragical novelty, 
the news was carried to the king j who caufed the 
fellow to be brought before him. And examining^ 
him on the point, Clytus anfwered, " Great King, 
** thofe five men, whom I have killed, had confpired 
** to take aiyay thy life this day, being hired thereto 
** by die King of Colchis, and therefore fent into the 
" army. Their tent being next to mine, I had an ac- 
** eidental opportunity Taft night of over-hearings 
** their difcourfe, when they were plotting together 
•' the- time, the place, and manner of thy deadi. I. 
** kept a watch upon them, and obferved their mo- 
** tions from that moment. For though I knew the 
" hour appointed by them for this execrable rcgi- 
*' cide, yet I was (blicitous left fome ill fate ftiould' 
** prompt the ruffians to antedate their own refolves^ 
^^ and h^en a murder whofe delay might elfe dif- 
*' cover their defigns, or at leaft prevent them^^ 
** Therefore I took this mad difguife to execute the 
** fobereft and moft important^ purpofe that ever 
^* I framed in all my days ; whicli was at oiice ta* 
** fave the life of the world's conquerorj^^^andgetmy- 
" felf immortal hoaour by the happy deed.*' 

After profound deliberation of the drunken cabi-^ 
net council, Alexander approved the fa6t, and. or- 
dered public honours to be done to his deliverer*. 
According to the Macedonian cuftom^he vefted him 
with purple robes, and gave him a chain of gold,« 
admitting him to the latter end of. the hanc^uet, and 

afterwards 
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afterwards eft'eeming him above his moft familiar 
friends. Till fuch another debauch as this, but 
more unfortunate to Clvtus, at once deprived him 
of the king's favour, ana his own life : So incon^^ 
ftant is the ftat© of human grcatnefs ! 

Sage Hamet, the favour of princes is like a reed 
of Egypt, which either tranfpierces him that leans 
upon It, or flinches from the burden, and fo gives 
him a ^1, which moft times plunges him over nead 
and cars in the choaking mire of popular hatred. 

God grant thou mayeft never be crufhed to death 
from above, by the weight of the Sultan's difpleafure^ 
or undermined from beneath, and fwallowed up in 
an earthquake raifed by the multitude. 

Paris, i8th of the 7th moon, 
of the year 1609. 



L E T T E R X. 

To HebatoUa Mir Argun, Superior of 
the Convent of Dervifes at Cogni, in 
Natolia. 

THOU wiJt not be difplcafcd to hear of a mighty 
king, that kying afide his diadem and fcepter, 
and aban£>nine the height of human glory, has con- 
fecrated himfelf to a private religious life^ vowing 
peroetual poverty, chaitity and obedience. 

Yet this is true of John Cafimir, late king of Po- 
land, who from a fovereign monarch is become an 
humble fubjed, and having forfaken the pleafures 
and magnihcences of his royal palace, voluntarily 

confines 
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confines himfelf to the narrow circiimihuices and 
aufterities of a monaftic life. 

He chofe France for th^ place of his retreat from 
his own kingdom ; and the abbey of St. Germains 
near Paris, as his fan<Sluary from all worldly af- 
fairs. He was magnificently received and enter- 
tained in every city through which he pafled. And 
oji the 4th of the nth moon he made his iirft 
entry into the mof^ue or church of the convent, 
where he made his vows in quality of abbot, 
or fuperior of that houfe ; For which they fo- 
lemnly fung their Te Deum, or a fong of praife 
to God. Arid the. court of France feems to be proud 
of the honour this prince has done it, in retiring 
hither,' and making it the theatre of fuch pious re- 
folves, the laft ftage of his pilgrimage on earth, 
where he will bid adieu to the v^in pageantries of 
honour, wealth, and empire ; and havmg fliaken ofF 
the glittering burden of a crown, with aJl the other 
clogs of elevated mortality, he will the eafier climb 
tp Paradife. 

AbftraSing from the particular fuperftitions of the 
Nazarenes, 1 cannot but commend the fage under- 
taking of King Cafimir ; who in this feems to out- 
go the noify okentous a£^iofi of Adrian, one of the 
Koman Emperors : For he only once celebrated in 
dUtward pomp his own funeral, by way of type^ 
or figure j making a fplendid cavalcade, before 
which his coffin was carried in a kind of mock- 
triumph : As if, after all his vi<Slories, at laft he 
had led death himfelf captive. Whereas this hin- 
dered not, but that he returned again to the vanities 
which in this public emblem he feemed to defpife ; 
and from a dramatic conqueror, he became a real 
ilave. His perfonated mortification in the llreets 
ended in his ordinary paffions at home. And he 
had a ftronger inclination to the bed of volup- 
tuoufnefs at night, than he feemed to have by day 
to his grave. 

But Uiis heroic kin^ of the Poles is really gone 
into his fepuichre. [1* or no better is a monaitery 

in 
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in my opinion.] He has tranllated the feat and 
throne ot his kingdom to a tomb j not for three 
or four hours, to make a ihew, but there really 
to lead a dying life, or living death ; and reign in 
funeral majefty all the rdt of his days. For to 
be thus reclufe from the world, is to be buried 
alive* 

O venerable and benign Dervife, pardon the fa- 
vourable opinion I have of this Chriltian monarch. 
1 do not patronize his errors in applauding his vir- 
tue.- Betides, it is the general fs^ith of Muffulmans, 
That, let a man be a Chriftian, a Jew, or Pagan, 
provided he lives up to the bdl light he has, he 
ftiall be faved. And the holy Prophet himfelf gave 
us encouragement to believe fo. 

Thou wilt at leail conclude this king to be mor© 
pious and worthy of praife, than one of his prede- 
ceflbrs, who ufurped the Polifh crown. This was 
UladiflausV. who having entered into a folemn 
league with one of our former Sultans living in his 
time, and taken an oath thereupon, giving alfo the 
£ucharift (or that which they efteem the body of 
Chrift) in hoftage 5 yet foon after broke the articles 
that he had figi^ and fwom to, and for the per- 
formance of which he had pawned his God. 

This fo provoked the Grand Signior, that he had 
recouHe to his tirms for juftice, and invaded Po- 
land with a mighty force. To repe^ vrhich, Ula- 
diflaus alfo levied an army, and met him in the field. 
But juft as they were going to give battle, the Sul- , 
tan took out of his bofom the pawned Eucbarift, 
with the capitulations agreed upon, and fworn ta 
between theni : Then holding the wafer in one 
hand, and the articles in the other, he cried out in 
the hearing of both armies : " O thou crucified God 
** of the Chriftians, behold thy perfidious adorers, 
** who have given thee to me as a pledge of their 
** faith and truth in what they have fworn, yet in 
*' a moft impious manner they have violated their 
** oath. If thou art a God, chaftife them now by 
** my means, for their abominable perjury; and 

/*' propha- 
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*' prophanation of thy name.** His prayer MTi 
heard of Heaven : For the vidorious Ofmaxi 
gave a total overthrow to the Infidels j andj 
that blafphexnous prince was hixnfelf killed in thej 
battle. 

Whatever various forms of religion there be in 
the world ; we know there is but One True God, 
Creator ot Heaven and Earth, Confervator and Go- 
vernor of men. He connives at the invincible igno- 
rances, frailties, and infirmities of our mortal race. 
He accepts the good works and fincere vows of 
Pagans and the Uncircumcifed, as. well as thofe of 
the true Believers, and Followers of the Prophet. 
But he abhors and puniihes all injuftice, perjury, 
treafon, both in one and the other. For he, has na 
partial regards for this nation or perfon, more than 
that they are all equally the works of his hands ^ 
and his care is alike over all. 

The Sun runs from the Eaft to the Weft. In his 
daily circuit he illuminates and warms this hemi- 
fphere ; and by night our Antipodes enjoy his fa- 
vours and welcome influences. At one time of the 
year he comforts the North, at another he revives 
pe South. There is no part of the globe, which 
in due feafon does not rejoice in his all-chearing 
beams. 

.' The Moon never flacks or deviates from her 
Vronted courfe j but from the crefcent to the wane, 
obferves the laws of him that made her. She is 
exad in timing the flux and reflux of the fea : And 
ihe guides the wandering mariners by night. The 
inhabitants of the Ard^ic and Antarctic circles wait for 
her light, when the Sun abfents himfelf for half the 
year. As foon as they fee the chariot of Diana ap- 

Eear on the road of their heaven, every man claps 
is hands for joy. They roufe from their domeftic 
dulnefs and melancholy ; they come out of their 
dens and caves. With dances and fongs they wel- 
come the approach of the beautiful goddefs ; know- 
ing that ihe is but a fecond remove from the Eter- 
nal Light i the mirror of the Bun, in which that 

glorious 
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florlous planet may fee his face ; in whofe^ by re- 
ex ion, we fee the face of God. 
So do the ftars keep on tJieir various traverfes 
' through the heavens. Each conftellation faithfully 
maintaining its poft ; each planet purfuing its road. 
Whilft all together, at fo vaft a diftance, appear a 
flying camp, never fetting up their bright pavilions 
but by Aight, and in the morning taking them down 
again. This may be' called the army of Heaven, 
the hoft of God, embattled in the nrmament, to 
guard his friends on earth, and to chaftife his 
enemies. 

Xo defcend lower yet into our fublunary ele- 
ments ; we find the rajn, hail, fnow, winds, thun- 
der, lightning, and other meteors, are impartially 
fcattere'd up and down the climates of the earth ^ I 
do not mean by chance, but by the Univerfal Pro- 
vidence which governs all thines, as the Alcoran 
expreffes it : *' It is he dire<9:s the feminal and pro- 
*' lific fhowers to barren and defert places : Doubt- 
*^ lefs this is a fign of his Divine Unity." 

In fine, all corners and provinces of the earth 
bring forth their proper fruits in feafon. And the 
negroes of Afric and America, though grofs idola- 
ters, and fome of them wormipping infernal de- 
mons, yet enjoy God's bleffings, and live as plenti- 
fully, with as much content and joy, ai^ we that a- 
dore his Eternal Unity. 

Every nation takes up their religion on the cre- 
dit of tneir priefts ; and fo Jong as they obferve the 
natural and moral law imprinted in their hearts, 
the indulgent judge and father of men will, dif- 
genfe with thofe that err, in obedience to the po- 
iitive laws of their nation : For fedition is like 
magic, odious to God and man, and equally liable 
to univerfal. puniflxment. 

Once more, O pious father of the Dervifes, I beg 
of thee to pardpn the freedom I take, in difcourfyig 
of religious matters in thy prefence, who art a 
light to the blind, a God to thofe that err ;' a 

refolver 
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«folver of doubts, an «^^»'^"S-ov?« **»«cult quet 
tione J the only oracle of ^^ J'™^'"^^. 

I endeavour not to »»i<»^. 5, Iv""'^ fo AfentaiMfc 
myfelf from error },and teftify, that though I ^ 
nour God and his ^ropHet,rctlthin^ ^lere isi» 
need of a falfehood to defend the truth. 

Paris, 7th of the 2d moon, 
of^the year 1670. 



LETTER XI. 
To Ufeph, Bafla. 

DEATH has of late celebrated a triple triumph 
in the court of France -, having. Jed away cap- 
tives to the invifible world, the cardial duke of 
Vendofme, a duchefs of the fame titJe, ^d Hen- 
rietta-Maria, late queen of Great l^ntein, being the 
relia of King Charles I. and youngdt daughter to 
Henry IV. of France. _. 

Thou mzyea alfo report to the Divan, -that Cafi. 
mir, late king of Poland, is now at this court ; ha- 
ving left Poland as foon as he faw prince Wiefno- 
wilki eleded his fuccefTon The dukes of Lorrain 
and Newburgh had feverally laid claim to that 
crown, and levied armies apart, in order to make 
good their pretenfions. But the Polanders being: a- 
ware of it, were refolved not to bnng themfelves 
under the jurifdiftion of any foreig'?^^* '^ ^^"g as 
there was a prince of* their own nation capabie of 
the dignity j and one, who being the Ion of king 
Cafimir, feems to have the beft title tO 1^*^ father^ 
throne, whofe virtues he inherits. 

Here 
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the covert of a (kin, there in fccret to engender a 
thoufand meteors of fiery paffions, lufts, concu^ 
pifcences, and extravagant thoughts, which in time 
burft forth and trouble all the world, yet end at laft 
in empty fmoak, rain, hail, or wind, and are ex- 
tin^ almoft as foon as they were formed. 

The elements of which we arc compounded may 
fcrve as mirrors to rcprefent the conftaiit mutability 
of our nature. So the devouring fire, when all its 
fuel is fpent, decays and dies.^ £arth, air, and wa- 
ter, all are fubjedl to corruption, and from thence 
our generation takes its rife : Likewife thither we 
return again. This is the eternal circle of natural 
products. The trees, the flowers, with all the ve- 
getable race ; the birds, beails, and fifhes, with 
every fpecies of animals, are fo many ranembran- 
cers of our mortality. Which way foever we turn 
our eyes, they are prefented with frefh images of 
human weaknefs ; and the very breath which does 
prolong our life, helps equally to fhorten it, fince 
every refpiration carries away fome portion of our 
fubftance. Our finer narticles gradually vanifh into 
fmoak and air, whim the more grois remainder 
fcums off in noifome excrements : And if there 
appear a fhew of any thing folid in us at our 
death, it is foon reduced to afhes, dirt, or worms. 
Our bodies, of which we make fo great account 
whilft living, are loft in the abyfs of univerfal mat- 
ter foon after death. 

What were the greateft prince the happier, though 
he poflefTed the whQle circumference of this globe ? 
It is but a mighty heap of dirt or dung, perpetually 
exhaling or crumoling away : It is one of the difhes 
which compofe the banquet of all-devouring time. 
And whilft the infulting monarchs of the earth 
trample on it in difdain, fpreading their armies far 
and wide, and boafting that their empires have no 
bounds, each does but haften to be fhut up himfelf 
within a little, obfcure, and putrid hole, not much 
furpafling the limits of a mole-hill. 

Great 
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Great Baflk, let not the honours and dignities 
thoa pofieileft make thee forget the miferies to which 
thou art liable each hour : ^ut, remember thou art 
a man. 

PariSy 6th of the nth moon, 
of the year 1669. 



LETTER XIL 

To the Kaimachatn. 

TTERE Is arrived a Muta-feraca/ called Soly-, 
Xx man Ifmael, with cxprefles from the Grand 
Stgnior. It was no fmall refreihment to fee his public 
entry, which appeared like a little epitome of the 
MuiTulman grandeur and maenificence. The young 
rabble were as curious to be (pedtators of the Eallern 
cavalcade, as the Romans were fond of beholding 
the fecular plays, which were exhibited but once in 
an age. Nay, people of all ranks, ages, and qua- 
lities, filled the ftreets, the windows, and battle- 
ments of their houfes : Some, becaufe they never faw 
fuch a fight before j others, defpairing that they 
(hould live long enough to be witneffes of fuch an- 
other. 

Yet with all their curiofity, none but the mi- 
nifters of ftate are able to dive into the leaft fecret of 
his inftru&ions. Thefe-willingly communicate the 
titles which that great Arbiter of the Earth gives 
the French king. That fo not only his fubjeiSb, but 
neighbouring nations may conceive the profounder 
veneration for him, without penetrating the mea- 
fures he takes. This is an artifice common to ^ 
ftates, to turn the bell fide outermoft i only the Hol- 
landers excepted, who in the days of their revolt 
fi-om the king of Spain, could not fo much as put a 
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.gcxyl face upon a bad matter : But were forced td 
cxpofe their poverty and nakednefs, as well as fufi^c 
under it ; addreifing themfelves to Elizabeth, the«^ 
queen of England, in the charafler of * The P^oo^ 

* Diftrefled States of Holland,' and {o begging her! 
affiftance. 

' However, Solyman has faithfully imparted to me 
his affairs, as I have rcafon to believe. He is too 
well born and bred, poffeffes more reafon and wit 
than to amnfe the xM man in the c afl cc k . (St> tltcy 
call me here in the ftreets, who know me not by any 
other chara<fter 5 fo private is Mahmut in Paris at this 
hour, notwithftanding all his public fufferings.) 

I efteem Ifmael as one fit to reprefent the Grand 
Signior's perfon, among better people than Infidels : 
Yet, I tell thee, the French are the moft refined of 
tl\ the Weftem Giafcrs. 

Ifmael uuderftands the force of die civil laws, 
which he learned from Juftinian's code, and other 
books. For he is perfedi in Greek and Latin, and 
^5 beftowed fome years in reading their books, both 
prints and manufcripts. 

fte makes a very perfonable figure, being tall, 
full-bodied, well41iaped, and not of an ugly face, 
which is enough to be faid of a man deiigned for 
bufinefs, and not only for l6ve. He is never in dan- 
ger of falling under Cato's cenfure, who feeing two 
ambaffadors fent from Rome to a foreign ftate, one 
of which had his head Co little, that it couU hardly 
be diftinguiftied from that of an owl ; and the other 
fuch a cripple, that he could not walk without ftilts; 
. cried out, * Here is an embaffy which has neither 

* head nor tail.' 

And then,. our Muta-faraca is rich : He fiipports 
the charges of his commiilion with extraordinary 
munificeijce. His houfe is already become the fanc- 
tuary of all thediflreffed Levantines, whether Gredcs, 
• Armenians, or Followers of the Prophet : And he 
fpeaks French as readily as a native. Yet he dif- 
fembles his expertnefs in that language, to keep up 
the Ibite and v^ikrvtdnck of the Ottoman empire, 
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■rhich dilUains to condefccnd to any other fpcech than 
STurkiih or Arabic. Befides, he has the advantage, by 
Aus artificially fhuttine his ears, that he can at one 
^ime both hear and be deaf, underftand and be ig«o- 
«nt of whatfoever is faid by the fpies of the French 
king. And this is no fmall gift in a man of his cha- 
la^er and truft : For he had need of an angel, or 
a devil at his elbow, that thinks to over-reach this 
court. 

Above all, I believe our Solyman will never bt 
^Ity of d*e error committed by the ambaffadors fent 
irotn Xenedos to one of the Roman Emperors : I am 
fure he is not yet. Forthofe gentlemen had feen the 
death of the emperor's fon, efeven moons, and four- 
teen days, as the ftory fays, before they knew it was 
ifaeir duty to make an adarefe of condoiance : Or, at 
leaft, before they called it to mind ; for they were 
drowned in th^ Roman luxury. So that, when they 
came to perform that devoir, the emperor could not 
forbear to feoff at them in thefe terms : * I much 
* lament, faid he, the fate of the renowned Hefitor^ 
•-* your countryman and champion, whom AchiUes 
' the Grecian killed above a thoufend years ago.* 

I fpeak this in a particular regard to Solyman 's 
deportment here. For when he firft came to this 
icourt, he found them all in mourning for the death 
of the king's aunt, the late queen of Englaiid, and 
of5>ther high per fonages (particularly ifejfe that were 
flain in the late action at Candia) whereof I have al- 
ready given an account to the Sublime Porte in ano- 
ther letter. Without inftrudions he very demurely 
accbfled the king, »nd told hnn, ^' There could be 
" no Dunalma in the Ottoman empire, for tlie late 
*' fuccefs at Candia, fo long as tne French court 
** were mourners." 

This was a ferfible touch to thofe that under- 
fiood it ; and from that moment, the grandees and 
aiinifters of ftate have made a difference in their 
entatamment of this ingenious Muta-faraca, and 
Aat which they ufcd to give the Chiaufcs formerly 
fent from the Porte, 
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I can aflure thee, he is at the fame time, very blui 
and very elegant in his difcourfe. There is fire ^ 
eVery word he utters, to warm and refrefh, if the ' 
take it at a due diftance ; but if they approach tc 
near, he fcorches their fpirits, and puts them ii 
a choler they dare not mew. They confume ] 
wardlv in tneir own defpight -, yet cannot liel| 
themfelves. 

Doubtlefs, the king of France is the greateft mo» 
narch, the moft powerful and vidorious prince in 
Chriftendom, the only invincible emperor of the 
Weftern Franks. Yet he veils to our majeftic So- 
vereign, Lord of the whole earth. And our eunuch 
will not part with a tittle of his mailer's honour^ 
or give any advantage by an eafmefs worthy of 
blame, in a cafe that may be turned to a precedent. 
He is very happy in his repartees^ as thou wilt per- 
ceive by the anfwer he eave to a French lord, yelter- 
day, wno afked him. Whether he thought it not a 
violation of the civil law, for ambafTadors to be im- 
prifoned, as they often are at the Ottoman Porte ? 

* No, ^fays Solyman) it is not where the ambaflador 

* is guilty of treafon, or crimen laefae majeftatis : 

* But, if It were, you Frenchmen have theleaft rea- 

* fon to accufe us of it j fiuce we firft learned this 
^ maxim from the backfide of your Salique Liw> 

* where it is endorfed.' And then he produced 
twenty fevend inftances of this kind in the court of 
France. 

In a word, Solyman has hitherto acquitted himfelf 
with marvellous luccefs in every thing, though the 
French grandees often fet upon him, to try what 
metal he is made of ; having generally a mean opi- 
nion of MuiTulmans, becaufe learning is fo little 
countenanced among us. 

I have no matter of news to acquaint thee with, 
fave that a violent plague broke forth not lone ago 
at SoiiTons ; and a terrible earthquake in Sicily, 
frighted the inhabitants of Catanea, and the adjacenjt 
towns from their habitations -, after one whole vil- 
lage had been fwallowed up. 

I Thofe 
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Thole who were curious to pry iiifi» die camfe of 
€ particular conmllioiis, and that a ffkighli ng o- 
Jirow, perceived, after diligent feucb, tint it 
oceeded from a newr erupdoo or breach in Mount 
ibel, about two miles from Catamca ; where .the 
rrid chafin vomited forth floods of fire, with flam- 
.jg ftones ; which being carried violently through 
the air, for the fpace of near a iG^ue round about, 
at laH fell down in flaming (bowers or rataiafts, 
BToducing fad and calamitous cSEeSts in the neig^ 
Douring countrv. 

Serene Miniiter, it is evident, that the jndg^nentt 
of God are upon thefe Infidels : Yet they will not 
be converted from their errors anl vices. They 
have felt the fame tempeft of fire whkh oveiwhchii- 
cd the nine cities of the lake Afphaltites ; yet diey 
remain infenfible and obdurate : Surely they will he 
esitenninated finom the earth. 

Paris, 4th of the 12th moon^ 
of the year 1669. 
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LETTER I. 

ToMehcmetj an exikd Eunucbj^ 4t Alcair, 
in Egypt. 

)E no longer melancholy, my friend, nor fink 
under the burden of thy misfortunes. Give 
not thy cnerries an occaficn of double tri- 
umph, in that they have driven thee from thyfelf, 
a^^weJl ag f rom the G rand Srffnior*s happy pTdfence; 
Thou haft money and jewels enough left to pur- 
chafe thee a competent felicity any where. Or, at 
Icaft, thou haft virtue, which renders every place a 
paradife. Aflbciate thyfelf with the other exiles in 
that city, vi(Slims to a royal caprice, fufFered with 
j^i theif inimenfe riches, to make a pompous and 
magnificent entry into that metropolis of Egypt j 
but foon after ftnppcd of their wealth, and facnticed 

to 
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the court-avarice. ' So were the c^nfecrated bulla 
old, dreflcd up in a ftately equipage, their horns 
td hoofs all gilded over with gold, adorned with 
yit>bons of coftly filk, their bodies covered over with 
Ltles of brocade and tiflue, embroidered with 
iris and precious ftones, and trailing on the pave- 
ments of Apollo's temple ; whiltt th^ priefts flood 
ready at the al»r to difpatch whole hecatombs of 
riiefe gay facriikes. 

Your cafe is not fo bad at Caire, in that your lives 

are f pared, and you at liberty to carve new. fortunes 

to yourfelves, whcre-ever you pleafe. You ought 

u> aid and counfel one another in your misfortunes. 

It is a comfort to the mifcrable, to have companions 

in their fad eftate. Iniinuate thyfelf into the BafTa's 

feivour. He may do fomething to alleviate thy grief. 

He will meafure thy circumftanccs by his own,; 

coiifidering that he has but three years to enjoy his 

prefent wealth and grandeur. 

Gq to the banifhed Mufti, if he be living at Caire j 
defire his fpiritual advice : Perha4>s thou mayeft re- 
ceive into the bargain fome temporal advantage from 
it. He has a greater influence oa fomc of the Egyp- 
tian JBeys, than the Grand Signior has himfelf : i ou 
are all alike embarlced in ooe afHidlion, whofe cf- 
fence does confift ii> being degraded from your former 
honours (though in different degrees) and being fe- 
parated from your friends, that balk in the immediatt 
luftre of imperial dignity. It is your bufinefs there* 
fore now to. find out fome new fource of happinels : 
Xo make new friends, fince you have loll the old i 
er, at leaft, to prop up one another by a mutual 
friendihip, not to be broke or diiTipatcd, but by a 
deftiny equal to the former. And then you have no 
more to do but profecute your fevcral interefts, and 
be refigned to fate. 

As for thee, I am particularly folicitous ; being 
engaged together from our youtn, by a reciyM-ocal 
participation of good oftices, which was the cffcdt of 
a deep-rooted and ftronK fympathy. The agreeable- 
nefs of humour united nrfl our fouls, and taught us 
G 4 the 
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the myfterious leflbns of Platonic love. We fkwt 
each other, and were ilraight infpired with facre^ 
inclinations. My eye no fooner fixed on thine, but 
throueh that perfpedtive I could fee the inward vir- 
tue ot thy foul, which immediately jproduced a venti-' 
lation in my breaft : And I foon found our hearts 
bore time to one another. This generous paffion ajF- 
terwards increafed as we grew up ; and wnat it loft 
©f its firft violence, gained by acquiring a more laft— 
ing ftrength, more durable integrity, and conftant 
faithfulnefs. Our joys and.gnefs were (till the 
fame. No profperous or adverie fortune could ever 
change our minds, to warp us either to flattery or 
contempt : But with an even mind we ftill fuflained 
the different accidents of human life, and propped 
»p one another with a right affeftion ; till it was 
the will of fate to feparate us, I being made a flave 
in Sicily, whilft thou enjoyeft the fmues and favours 
of thy jn£uit-fortune, which introduced thee firft to. 
the Serail. Afterwards, I gained my freedom, and 
returned to the Imperial city^ and to the palace of 
the Sultan ; but was not fufrered long to enjoy that 
happinefs, being appointed for this hazardous poll 
in raris. 

I tell thee, Mehemet, I reckoif my cafe far worfe 
than thine, in that Lam forced to taice my conftant 
refidence up amongft thefe Infidels. Could my pro- 
pitious ftars encourage me but with the fmalleft 
Hopes to change my prcfenr courfe of life, I would 
never repine at what was paft, but pleafe myfelf 
\vith flattering profpe£ls ot fome future and un- 
known felicity. But to be irrevocably chained down 
to the oar, without a glimpfe of any fign that I 
ifaall ever be relieved, is worfe than death itfelf. 

Whereas, on the other fide, thou art difpofed 
of in the happieft region of the earth j Egyjpt, the 
mother of fciences, the midwife of celefti^ lecrets, 
the nurfe of fages, faints and prophets ^ the granary 
of the MuflTulman empire > and the refuge of dii- 
treflfed mortals. Oh ! Mehemet, prize the vaft ad- 
vantage thou haft of me, and others of thy fellow-^ 

flaves. 
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flaves« Improve thy privilege and opportunity of 
I ranging where thou Hft. Go, vifit all the antiqui- 
ties or Egypt, and trace her borders to the Weft 
and South. If this will not divert thy melancholy^ 
go farther yet, and fearch the mighty catarads of 
mt Nile, which deafen mortals with their fall. Go 
view the mountains of the moon in Ethiopia : Or, 
fee the defolation of the fmoaky vale, and of the 
cities whofe inhabitants were in a minute metamor- 
pfaofed into the ftones, as a memorial of eternal ven- 
geance againft crying fins. 

But, after all, my Mehemet, depart not from thy 
reafon, loyalty, and faith. For thefe are armour* 
proof againlt the alfaults of chance and deftiny, of 
men and devils, of earth and hell. And when thy 
travels are finifhed here on earthy thofe virtues -will 
not fail to carry thee to heaven. 

Paris, 5th of the 4th moon, 
of the year 1670. 



LETTER IL 
To the fame. 



I Cannot forbear giving thee the trouble of another 
letter by this pott, that I may yet more encourage 
thee to a virtuous refignation to. the will of fate, 
hich- thou knoweft is inexorable. 
There is an eternal law fixed in the univerfe, 
^hich admits of no repeal. No prayers or tears 
ofpai&onate mortals; no vows, alms, pilgrimages^ 
fir any other, fupererogating wQxk»j can move the 
G S' deftinies.. 
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deftiniey. They are more inflexible than the judges . 
of the old Athenian Areopagus. And the unchaiige- 
able edids of the Median empire might fooncr be 
reverfed, than the decrees of fate. 

If thou couldelk make Corban with an hundred 
thoufand iheep, and feed the poor of all the £a{i:, 
according to the Mufl'ulman pradice ^ or facrifice 
a3 many bulls after the faihion of the ancient 
Gentiles ; couldft thou monopolize all the aroina- 
tics of the Orient, to comjDound the moft exalted 
incenfe, and make a pyramid of odoriferous finoke 
afcend high as the fliadow of the earth at mid- 
night, whereby the heaven of heavens ihould be all 
perfumed, and every fleeping deity fhould be a- 
wakened by the fragrant fmejl ; couldft thou bribe 
the choirs above, to tune the fpheres anew, and 
raife the fweeteft harmony that ever reached the 
eternal fenfe ; yet all would not prevail to alter 
the refolves of heaven, or re-inftate thee in thy 
former honour. No, my Mehemet, thou art lolt 
for ever at the Serail : The face of things h changed, 
fince thou haft been in Egypt. Thy friends are 
all difperfed abroad in the world, or dead ; which 
is. but another kind of reparation. There are no 
hopes now left thee, of ever returning again to 
that proud city, which inherits the character of 
ancient Rome, * The Lady of the Earth.* I wiih 
the Roman luxury be net alike entailed. 

Rouze up, my triend, and look not on thy ftate, 
through the deceitful optics of thy paffion ; but let 
reafon light the profpei^. Thou wert before a flave j 
now thou art free, and matter of thyfelf. However, 
to rid thee of the very idea, or fancied mifery, I 
counfel thee once again, to travel. 

Go, make the fpeedieft retreat thou oanft out of 
die limits of the Ottoman Empire, that thou mayeft 
forget thy cares and fears. Take not the way by 
Barbary, nor covet to fee the place where ancient 
Carthage was fituatcd ; be not curiou*. to enquire 
after queen Dido, i£neas, or Hannibal ; or to hear 
feme itorie» ^f . the &mous Scipio. Not would I. 

^ounfel 
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counfel thcc to pafs the kingdonw of Monxrco and 
Fe«- For, though thofe realms pay no obedience 
to tlie Sultan, vet they are his allies j and that 
reflexion will always keep thee in pain. Befides, 
the light of Muffulmans will terrily thy mind, and 
fi}l thee with a thoufand apprehenhons. 

Go rather the diredeft way thou canft, unto 
the kingdoms of the Negroes, or Black People in- 
habiting the Torrid Zone. But, take thi« rule : 
Be fure to coaft along the river Nile, as near as 
the roads of Afric will permit : That fo thou may^* 
eft avoid the horrible and aiFriehting defarts of Ly- 
bia, Nubia, and Zanfar, with other inho^itable 
mountainous parts betMreen the Tropic of Cancer, 
and the Equinox. For, thou wilt not find it very 
pleafant to encounter and converfe with none but 
dragons, bafilifks, and other monfters of thofe re« 
gions. And yet, for aught I know, it is better, 
than to fall into the hands of human favages. 

I know not how to give a general charader of 
the Southern Blacks ; fince every province varies in 
its particular principles, cuftoms, laws, and infti- 
tutions. The Abyflines are Chriftians ; fo are the 
inhabitants of Congo, Songo, An|;ola, and other 
countries bordering on the upper ilLthiopia. Thofe 
that dwell along the Red-fea, are generally Maho- 
metans. They difcourfe alfo of a very populoas 
country thereabouts, poflcfTed by Jews alone. And 
there are authors who aifert a Female kingdom, a . 
nation of Amazons. It is certain, on theWeltern lide 
they are all Pagans. 

It will be worth thy labour to obferve the diffe- 
rent humours of thefe people, and make comparifon 
between the ancient and this modern Gentilifm i to 
abftra6t their morals from their fiiperftitions : And 
^-^U me then, whether they do not better deferve 
le tide of True Believers, than we Mufl'ulmans ; 
iince they aft according to their faith, whtrc^s we 
go by a quite contrary method. They believe no 
other gods but their domeftic priells, and thefe they 
never willingly offendi Whereas, whilft we profels 

the 
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the Eternal Unity, we fcniple not to fin againft hi 
every hour. They circumcife, waih, Pi^y, abftain 
from meats, eive alms as well as we. Their jufticcf 
is as ftrid, their mercy foft as ours. In fine, they 
are men differing from us only in colours, educa^ 
tion, and the peculiar maxims of their countiyj 
which they rigorouflv obferve, and hope for happi- 
nefs thereov, as we do by obeying the law brought 
down from neaven. 

Mehemet, our Holy Prophet, has faid, " Xhad 
*' whofoever lives innocently, and does juftice/ 
'* whether he be a Chriftian, Jew, or Pagan, ihall 
•* be faved as well as his Difciples." Therefore in 
all thy travels, defpife not any man for his religion,' 
be it never fo ridiculous in appearance ; provided 
he be good and honeft in his converfation ; much 
left contemn thofe Africans for their colour ; fince 
black and white are all alike to Him, who firil gave 
man the power to know the difierence. 

Mehemet, if thou accepted my advice, take alfi 
my wifhes for thy good voyage and profperity. 

Paris, cth of the 4th moon, 
•Tthe year i670* 
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LETTER III. 

[*o the Mufti, Venerable Patron of Learning 
and Knowledge. 

FROM thy clemency I will not fear a cfaam of 
negligence, in that I have delayed to penorm 
Ae talk thou enioinedft me. Thou-knoweft my cir- 
cumftancesy and wilt coniider, that though I have 
lead books, yet I have not a library of my own. It 
is true, I often frequent thofe of this city, but my 
feafons are limited either to thofe hours when the 
libraries are opened, or to thofe I can fpare from 
the affairs of my commiffion. I cannot ferve the 
Grand Signior, and follow my ftudiesboth at once: 
Yet I have outpafled frugality, and turned a nig- 
gard of my time, that I might obey the great orade 
of True Believers, and promote a work, for which 
I have fo paffionate a regard. 

The enclofed paper contains the lize of the vo- 
lume, which I conceive will be moft proper for fo 
great a work, with the contrivance of the pages, 
which I have divided into columns, that fo the years 
of the world, the date of the Olympiads, with o« 
ther remarkable aeras, may be ranked in order, each 
parallel with the refl, and all with the matter treated 
©f at fuch a time. 

This I have done in the enclofed paper, not think- 
ing it proper to interrupt the fenes of my letter 
with a blank fcheme, wnich is for the ufe of the 
compilers j but to prefent thee with a tranfientview 
rf the four monarchies, which have made fuch a 
^oife in the world ; wherein thou needefl not fear 
_4e fatigue of a tedious continued hiftory ; for I 
deii^n only to cull out fuch pafTages as ^^ moltdi^ 
Y^mg, and worthy of pcrufal. 

To 
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To begin then with the Aflyrian monarchy, whiol^ 
was the hrft of the four : This nation was, for si\ 
great while contented with its own bounds, withoi-£tr i 
fteking to encroach on the territories of others. And 
Ninus was the firft of the Affyrian kings, who en- 
larged his dominions by conqucft. He Tubdued the? 
greateft part of Afia, and railed Aflyria to the titlcr 
of an Empire. 

After his death, Semiramis his wife took upon her 
the government^ counterfeiting the perfon of Ninyas 
his ioiiy who was yet but a chSd. She wore the habit: 
of a man, and, being like her fon, pz§kd for hiro^ 
as the lawful fucccfibr, unfufpe6^ed. This viraga 
enlarged the conquefts of her hufband, and fpread 
her empire from India to .Ethiopia ^ and, to lay 
the foundation of sin immorul fame, ftie built 
Babylon. 

To her, fucceeded Ninyas her fon, of whom no- 
thing is remarkable but his effeminacy. For, neg- 
lafUng ijie afiairs of war, he fpent all his time a- 
mong his concubines* And the fame ftain is faften- 
ed on hts fuccejQbrs, even to Saixtanapalus ; in whofe 
death the Aflyrian monarchy fuffered an interrup- 
tion, being cantoni'zed into petty royalties by the 
governors of provinces. Among whom, thofe who 
affiimed the crown of Babylon were of moil note, 
in regard they firft recovered the broken empire to 
its old grandeur and unity. 

By a fucceiEon therefore of many kings, in reft* 
rence to whofe ad^ions hiftory is filent, the mon^- 
chy defcended to Merodac Baladan : In whole days 
happened that wonderful retrogradation of the fun, 
mentioned by Hebrew writers and others, which oc- 
caftoned thofe famous controverfies among the phi- 
lofophers and aftronomers of that age, mentioned in 
the Periian chronicles. For they obferving, that 
not only the fun, but the whole planetary fyftem, 
and all the fixed ftars went back at the fame time, 
or at leaft ieemed t(> do fo, began to revive that cu- 
rious queftion, about the motion of the earth, which 
theCbaldeans,and Gymnofophiits of I^diahad ftarted 

before, 
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►re, "when the fua and moon ftood fliU at the 
lurning: of Ida. And it was concluded by fome of 
'^im^ mat the motion of the earth being granted, 
Handing ftill, or going back at thefe extraordi- 
isiary times, would lolve all the aftrononiical ap- 
(pearances better, and in a more natural way, th^n 
Dy fuppofing fuch a prodigious ftop to be put to 
the whole coelcftial frame at one time, or that the 
everlafiing fpheres fhould be rolled backwards at 
the other. 

This difpute wa» the ofcafion of that famous 
conflux of the Eaftern fages to Babylon, mentioned 
in the Perfian poets and hiftorians. For Baladan 
being very inquilxtive after knowledge, and parti- 
cularly defirous to be informed in the grounds of 
this preternatural appearance, *fent meflengers into 
India, ^gypt^ Perfia, and all kingdoms, where 
learning £>urifbed ; invitine the aftrcnogers, priefts, 
magicians, prophets, and alT that had the character 
of -wife men, to come to his court of Babylon, where 
they were magnificently entertained ; and when they 
had fully Catisfied all the king's demands, he fent 
them away laden with gifts and prefents, every 
man to bis own country. 

Arkianus fucceeded fialadan in 'the kingdom of 
Babylon, in whofe time Ecbatan was built. To him 
fucceeded Belithus, Aphi;onadius, Rielbelus, Meffif- 
fimordacus ; after whom the kingdom was again 
tranflated to the Affyrians, in the reign of Efchar- 
haddon, in the 3333a year of the world, and the 2i.th 
Olympiad. Durmg the empire of this JBfcharhadaon 
the Aflyrian monarch, Chalcedon, that lies over-a- 
gainft the Imperial city, was built by the Thracians, 
iQ the25th01ympiad, and the 3329th year of the world. 
ToECcharhaddon fucceeded Soafdachinus. Chyla- 
danus, Nabopolaiikr ^ in the reign of which laft, Ne- 
xJxo, king oiEgypt, attempted to cut a canal from 
the Nile to thS Red-fea, wherein he employed an 
hundred and twenty thoufand Egyptians ; but dif- 
couraged by the flow progrefs they made j and the 
iiafl; expeaces he was at, he gave it over. 

Thts 
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Affyriansj but he fubdued all Syria, Phoenicia, Ju- * 
dea, and Egypt, and expelled the Scythians out of 
Afia, 

To him fucceeded his fon Nebuchadnezzar, wlio 
dreamed of the four univcrfal monarchies, that were 
to fucceed one another. In his reign was born the 
grand Cyrus, who raifed the Perfian monarchy. Of 
him it is recorded, that one night he dreamed, ' Tlie 

* fun ftood at his feet, whom when Cyrus thrice at— 

* tempted to lay hold on, the fun as often difap* 

* peared :' Which the Magi interpreted as a fore 
fign that he ihould reign thirty years i which came 
to pafs accordingly. 

During this reign, there was a notable duel fought 
between Pittacus, one of the feven wife men of 
Greece, and Phrynon, the moft renowned comba- 
tant of thofe days -, for he always won the prize at 
the Olympic games. He was general pf the Atheni- 
ans, and being puffed up with his conftant fuccefles, 
he defied any man to a Jingle combat. Pittacus the 
fage, accepted the challenge ; and when they were 
hotly engaged in the field, he fuddenly threw a filken 
net over rhrynon's head, and having thus entangled 
him, thrufl him through with his lance. 

This was that great Nebuchadnezzar, who having 
befieged and taken Jerufalem, burnt it down to the 
ground, razed the walls, and carried away all the 
Jews with their riches into captivity to Baoylon. 

Afterwards having conquered an the neighbour- 
ing nations ; he new-built Babylon, and enclofed it 
with three walls : He alfo built thofe pendulous 
gardens, renowned throughout the earth ; and made . 
thofe brazen gates which were reckoned among the 
wonders of the world. But at length, being puffed 
^ up with the thought of his magnificent works, he 
'v^as metamorphoied into a Satyr or Sylvan, and 
dwelt feven years in the defarts of Arabia, being a' 
companion of the brutes. My countrymen flicw the 

places 
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of his wild haunt to this day, having received 
by tradition from their fathers. They fay alfo, 
fiiat Paremiel, the angel of the woods, when the 
^:«enn of feven years was expired, interceded with 
'God for Nebuchadnezzar, who thereupon turned 
faim into a nian again, and reftored him to his em- 
pire. He died peaceably in the 3442d year of the 
world, and the 43d of nis reign. 

To him' fucceeded Evil-Merodach, Nerigliflbr, 
Laborofoarchod, and Labynitus, in whofe. time 
there was war between the Babylonians and Per- 
^ fians, when Cyrus, after many victorious campaigns, 
at laft laid fiege to Babylon, took the city, and tranf- 
lated the empire to the Perfians ; and naving fub- 
dued all the Weft of Afia, even to the Red-fea, 
he died at feventy years of age ; commanding his 
fervants not to embalm his body, nor ufe any 
coftly pomp at his funeral, but burying him de- 
cently like a man, ihould caufe this epitaph to 
be writ on his tomb. 

« O Mortals, I am Cyrus, who laid the 
** foundation of the Perfian monarchy, 
** and was Emperor of all Afia : Thcrc- 
** fore envy mc not a Grave.'* 

To him fucceeded Cambyfes his eldeft fon, who 
marching with his army mto Egypt, and laying 
fiege torelufium, caufed a great number of cows» 
apes, birds, and other animals, to be placed ia 
the front of his army ; knowing that the Egyp- 
tians worshipped fucn for gods, and confequently 
would forbear to (hoot their arrows that way : 
By which ftratasem he took the city, and after-, 
wards conquered all Eg^ypt, carrying away many 
thoufands of the Egyptians, with foreigners rea- 
ding there, into captivity i among whom wasPytha* 
goras the philofopher. 

After' 
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After this, Cambyfes fent (pies under the notfon 
of ambafladors to the king of Ethiopia, with rich 
prefents. But the king fui'petSHng what was their 
t)ufineis, took a how in his hand, and bent it as 
though he fliould (hoot ; and giving it to the fpies, 
he bid them carry it txj their mailer, and tell him, 

* That when he and his Perfians had learned to bend 

* bows of that ftrcngth, he might think of invading^ 

* Ethiopia, and not before ; for that the iEthio- 

* pians weie giants in vigour.' And when the fpies 
returned to CTambyfes, mere was no man found a- 
inong his foldiers which was able to bend that bow. 
Yet he mai*chcd directly towards Ethiopia with a 
great army, part of which was overwhelmed iq the 
fands of the deferts, to the number of fifty thou land, 
and the reft bein^ reduced for want of provtfions, to 
a ncceffity of eatmg one another ; he returned in a 
gi*eat ra^e to Memphis, Tfhcre he flew Aprs the god 
©f the tgyptians, and caufed his priefts to be maf- 
facred. He alfo flew his own brother, and killed 
his wife, becaufe fhe mourned for him. He Ihot 
Prcxalpes through vrith an arrow,^ aod commanded 
twelve Perlian nobles to be buried alive. He fct fire 
to the temples, blafphemed the gods, and at laft kil- 
led himfch by an accident withdiis own fword. 

After his deaths the Magi crowned one of their 
own order, and fet him on the throne of Perfia, giv- 
ing out that he was Smerdis,, the younger fon of 
Cyrus, who had been murdered by the command 
of his brother Cambyfes. And it was eafy to carry 
en the fraud, in regard the Perfian kings rarely 
fofter thcmfi?fves to be feen ; which is a cuftom, 
thou knowelL obferved by all the monarchs of 
Ae Eaft. 

One Oftan, a Perfian prince, firft difcovered the 
cheat, by means of his daughter, a concubine of 
the king's : For fee, by his mltru6lion, found out, 
that the king had no ears, which ivas a convin- 
cing argument that he was one of the Magi, 
whofe ears Cambyfes had commanded to be cut 
off. 

This 
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This Oltan drawing iix other princes into a coii- 
fpiracy, ruflicd into the palace, and killed all the 
Magi, and fingled out of tlicir own number, one 
Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes, to fucceed in the throne. 
This was not done by eledion, but by lot : For 
they agreed to meet aD together, one morning, be- 
fore the palace-gates, on horicback 3 and that he 
v/hofe horfe firit neighed after the* fun was up, 
fliould be king. This fell to Darius's (hare, by 
the ftratagem of his efquire or matter of the horfe. 
Then the other princes crowned, him, and made him 
fwear by the fun and the Rre, that he would never 
put them to death, or deny them his prefence. 

But Darius finding hinuelf curbed by thefe prin- 
ces, was refolved to rid himfelf of fuch dangerous 
companions. Wherefore he caufeJ a ftove to be 
butit on purpofe for a banqueting-houfc, and fo ar- 
tftkially contrived, that the fire-jjlace being under 
the banquetiftg-chamber, fliould, in fo many hours, 
burn aiunder the pillars that fupported the faid 
chamber, and caufe the floor to fail down into thei 
lire. Then he invited thefe princes to a feaft, which 
he hdd in his banquet-houfe 3 and was merry with 
them till the fignaJ was given him to depart : At 
vrhich time he left them in the midft of their mirth ; 
and within a while after he was gone, the floor of 
the chamber fell down, virith all tnat were in it, into 
the fire underneath, where the princes were foon 
confumed to aflies. 

After this, Darius managed all the aflTairs of his 
empire without controul. He ruled over all the 
provinces of Afia, from India to Ethiopia, contain- 
ing above a hundred^ kingdoms. He extended his 
conquells to the provinces of Greece ; and fetting 
forth a prodigious fleet, he failed into the Med iter- 
ranean.and Archipelago : He conquered (he iilandks 
of the ^gean fea^ reduo^ Chakedon, and all the 
cities along the Hellefpont and Piopontis, even By- 
zantium itlel^ the prefent feat of our auguft eid- 
perors. At length, having reigned prolperouily 
thirty-fix years, he died, and kft Aerxes his fon, tp 
fucceed him in the throne. - Thou 
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Thou feeft, great guide of the Faithful, that I 
have not yet reached to the end of the Perfian mo- 
narchy ; whereas I thought to have comprehendecl 
all the four in one letter ; for I have only touched 
upon the moft remarkable paflages, omitting the 
main body of the hiftory, which it would he too te- 
dious for thee to perufc. 

If thou approveft what I have writtAi, I will con-r 
tinue thus to abbreviate the hiftory of the Perfian, 
Macedonian, and Roman empires, in other letters : 
But if thou thinkeft what I have already writ, to be 
a fuificient model for the compilers of an Univerfal 
Hiftory, I fubmit to thy oraculous appointments. 

In tne mean time, I pray the King Eternal, who 
eftabliflies and diffolves all the empires in the worlds 
and has put into the poiTeiEon of the Grand Signior 
thofe ample tra£b of the earth which formerly be- 
longed to the fucceffive monarchies, to extend the 
limits of the Mufliilman empire through the five 
aones. 

Paris, 17th of the 6th moon, 
of the year 1670. 



LETTER IV. 

To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale of 

Sidon. 

IT was a Ion? time before I could find out tb^ 
true fecret of numan happinefs. I have for many 
years groped after it in the dark j and when I 
thought I enjoyed a profpe6t: of it, as clear as of 
things we difcem in the light of a mid-day fun, 
that fun was li^le better than the Sol Mortuorum of 

the 
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the ancient Romans, whofe beams fervedonly to give 
ft faint mock-glimmering to the ehofts, that wander 
on this fide Charon's ferry ; and Tike an Ignis fatuus ' 
to miflead them up and down the dark fuburbs of 
Elyfium, the fens and marfhes of the Stygian lake. 
So have I ftraggled all my life through unknown 
ways, feeking the road to heaven, yet finding no^ 
thing but the Paradife of Fools. 

Sometimes I thought by outward works of virtue, 
to purify my felf and gain perfe&ion. I was pundual 
in 6bfi:rving every precept of the law ; and perform- 
ed a few ads of fupereroeation. Confiding too much 
in the fidelity and invicuable fafbiefs of my wings, 
the force of my religious pafiions liril formed by na- 
ture, afterwards improved by pious tutors, I Aroye 
to make heroic flights, and foar above my guide. 
But alas ! they were mere borrowed feathers which 
bore me up fo long ; dead artificial wings, cemented 
to my foul only by education* cuflom, and the prac- 
tice of my fathers ; a compofition of fpiritual wax, 
or glue, which could not ftand the brunt of hot and 
£ery trials, but foon diilblved in my unwarrantable 
bold approaches to the fun. So that, in fine, my 
wings dropp^ piece-meal oiF, and I had the fate of 
Icarus, to fall a vidtim to my own obflinate zeal 
and raihnefs. 

Surely our fouls are like the Augean flable, which 
no human power, art, or induilry can ever cleanfe, 
did not the meiTengers and favourites of God, like 
Hercules, teach us the method of opening a canal 
from heaven, and letting in the torrent of the river 
of purification from Paradife. 

Our vices. Hydra like, flill flart young infant 
heads, as faft as we cut off the old. Whereas our 
virtues are like the Venetian treafure, which being 
once ihewed to the Spanifh ambafTador in many 
coffers of filver, gold and jewels, the wife Cafti- 
lian defiring to fee the bottoms of thofe w^thy 
chefirs turned up -, when it was done, made -this re- 
mark, * Your riches have no roots, nor grow, like 
^ thofe my mafter does poiTefs in the Indies.* So are 

all 
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Tritons and Cupids ranged on- each fide upon 
backs of dolphins. Then from above, amidft 
clouds, king M<Aus appeared, laying his ftrai^ , 
commands upon the wmds, that they lmmediatel| 
retire into their caverns, excepting only Zephjrr^ 
who, for his foft and gentle breezes, was permits 
ted to be prefent at this feaft ; after which camfl 
Neptune in his cockle chariot, drawn by four fea* 
hones, attended by a train of gods that dwell with* 
in the deep. 

Immediately the fccnes changed into a champain, 
reprefenting the delicious field of Tempe ; where a 
moft excellent and agreeable comedy was ade^d, to 
the fatisfadion of all the court. I leave the dances, 
interludes, and other novelties, to thy imagination ^ 
afliiring thee, that all was allonifhing and magnificent. 

But not to entertain thee longer with thefe empty 
trifles, I (hall now acquaint thee with fomething of 
importance ; which is a peace concluded between 
this king and the ftate of Algiers. On the 2d of the 
3d moon, the count de Guiche brought the articles 
of the treaty to the king, from the hands of the mar- 
quis del Martel, lieutenant-general of the French 
fleet in the Mediterranean. 

If thou wouldft know the particulars of this agree- 
ment, read the inclofed paper ; As for matter of facSt, 
all the French flaves at Algiers were immediately 
releafed upon the figning and fealing the treaty, and 
delivered up to the French commander j with fome 
French veffels alfo which they had feized. And fo 
difhonourable are their capitulations, that at the . 
fame time they have yielded up afbip of theirsf which 
the French had taken from them, for ever quitting 
all claim to it. 

In the beginning of May, the king took his jour- 
ney to Flanders, to vifit his new conquefls there. 
This put his enemies into a great confternation, 
fearing that he had fome defign upon them» They 
began to be upon their guard, and prepare for a 
fudden Airprize. But the king perceiving their a- 

larm 
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by his fpiesj fent them affurancie on his royal 

rd, that he would do them no violence at this 

iC. 

However, he foort after fent the marefchal de 
Jrequi into Lorrain, with a force confiderable e- 
jough to reduce that prince to reafon, who had not 
^t his parole with him in feveral inftances. The 
,mc6k of this expedition was the reducing Ponta- 
Moufon, Efoinal, Chafte, Longwy, and all the prin- 
cipality of Lorrain to the French king's obedience : 
So that the poor duke is forced to feek his refuge in 
foreign courts. 

Noble Aga, this duke is not to be pitied, being 
very ungrateful, and a perfeA madman. He owes 
his liberty and life to the king of France, yet could- 
BOt forbear plotting againfthim. Now he is de- 
fervedly chailifed for his folly. So may all thofe 
fufFer, who abufe their benefadtors. But upon the 
benign and good, may the favours of heaven reft till 
the Iplitting of all things, 

Paris, 13th of the 9th moon, 
of tne year 1670* 



L E T T E R VI. 

To Ifouf, his Kinfman, a Merchant at 
Aftracian. 

I Received thy letter, and perufed it with much 
complacency, finding thy fentiments very agree- 
able to reafon. Yet^ive me leave to warn thee of 
an excefs which thou art running into. For* I hav-'c 
had experience of its ill confequence. 

Thy loffes have made thee melancholy, and the 

fraudulent dealing of thy correfpondents, faftors 

Vol. VII. H ai;/d 
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:and fup{>ofed friends, has taug^fat thee to declaJf 
oainft fnendlhip, men, arid buiincfs : And not only 
io, but it feems thou had taken a refolution to aban-* 
don all worldly affairs, pleafures, -and engagements 
whatfoever j and turn Faquir, Eremit, or Dervife, 
at leaft. For thou art difguftoi at human fociety, 
and weary of all thing but folitude. 

I muft confcfs, Ilbuf, thefi^ are very generous 
thoughts, and pious refolves ; but they are not eafily 
pi^t m pradice. They are undertakings fit only for 
pcrfcd faints, men of unblemifhed lives, and free 
tVom all forts of vice ; perfons who have a ftock of 
temperance, chaftity, prudence, juftice, fortitude^ 
patience, humility, aini all the other virtues ; a 
lund of magnanimity, which can n^ver be exhauft* 
cd by any temptation, difficulties or perils, that 
nfually aflault and environ fuch as enter into fo au- 
ftere a coiirfe of life. 

Wilt thou be able to endure the unrelenting, ri- 
;jrid cold of winter in the defert, where there are no 
chimnics, hearths, or floves, or any other method 
«f keeping fire to warm thee by ? Canft thou fuftain 
the raging blafts of Boreas at that feafon, or the 
killing tenipetts of North-Eaftern winds, which blow 
Irom far, and fill the air, the earth, and fea, with 
taneful mifts, frofts, ice, fnow, fleet, and other 
chilling meteors, out of their eternal magazines, 
within the Arctic circle, which Ovid calls the Fri- 
gid Zone ? 

There are many other extremities to which a man 
is expofed in fuch a folitary ftate. Nor vdlt thou 
be his liable to inconveniencies and hard(hips, li 
thou ihouldft ramble as a Faquir up and down the 
world. Much lefs couldtt thou endure the fad re- 
itraints and nwrtifications of a convent. Thou 
wouldft hardly live out thy Novitiate with patience. 
It goes againlt the grain of nature to obey another's 
wiu, in every trifling matter that he commands. 
Thou muft not eat or drink* but thy fuperior will 
fet the place, the time, and manner of thy diet j 
which will ^e i^kfome to thy fiee-born foul. And 

then 
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then thou muft forfake thy amorous pleafures for 
ever ; forfwearing alfo the very thoughts of money, 
or of being rich. I tell thee, thou muft rcfolve to 
become a religious drone, fit for nothing but to 
mumble over thy beads, or turn the fuperftitious 
round, till thou art giddy; or dance an hour to- 
gether to the mufic of a thoufand hue's and hei's, 
hoarfly croaked out in frantic tones by thee, and 
all thy brethren Dervifes, till ye are fick, and foam 
at mouth : Then your devotions are thought meri- 
torious. Canft thou digeft thefe facred fooleries ? 
or grant this to be a rational fervice of the Divinity, 
as lome will plead ; who fay, we ought to employ 
each member, and all our faculties, in praifmg him 
that made them ; yet canft thou brook a confine- 
ment all thy days, to this religious ftate ? 

I tell thee, Ifouf, I have been often tempted in 
this manner, to fqrfake the Sultanas fervice, with 
all other engagements of. the world, and throw my- 
felf into a convent, or fpend the refidue of my 
days in fome obfcure and folitary corner of "a defert j 
yet I found at length, that this was nothing but de- 
lufion, and the uibtle fophiftry of that malicious 
demon who envies man his happinefs. It is he that 
whifpers atrguments of difcontent and murmuring 
into our fouls, watchmg his opportunities when any 
thing gives us exquifite pain or grief, to drive us^q^ 
dcibair. 

So have I fometimes laboured under an intolerable 
anguifli of mind, b^ftdes the fretting maladies of 
flem and blood, with outward crolfes in my fortune. 
Then have I wiflied myfelf in fome darlc cavern ot 
the earth, or on the folitary top of TenerifF, where I 
ihould convcrfe with none but fpirits and demons 
dwelling above the clouds. Or elfe I coveted the 
melancholy retirements of the Libyan defert, which 
affords no other fociety than that of lions, tygers, 
dragons, and other beafts of prey. 

When thefe wifhes have appeared too extravagant 
and wild, I then retrenched my thoughts, and pitch- 
ed upon fome other manner of life, equally pro- 
mifing comfort, yet lefs threatening and dangerous. 
H 2 I gave 
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^I fi;ave myfelf up wholly to prayer and faftine for a 
while, thinking to hold out thus for ever. So fen- 
fible a pleafhre attends thcfe exercifes, that at cer- 
tain moments a man is all rapture, tdhdCyy and I 
know not what. He is apt to think himself in feme 
jicw world. A facred pride invefts his foul. He 
feems all majefty within ; an infeparable companion 
of the immortals, and the darling friend of God. 
Whereas all this refults but from the ventilation of 
his blood by vocal oraifons ; and is no more than t 
mere natural operation, whereby his lungs are arti- 
ficially breathed, and gently forced to difembogue 
their over-heated airs, their thick caliginous va- 
pours, which fill the heart, and all the reft of the 
vitals with feeds of melancholy, fear, fufpicion, 
grief, and other doleful paffions. 

But mark the zealot, when his prayers are over, 
his faft is done, and all his fervent pious difcipline is 
accomplifhed ; how like a hypocrite he looks, and 
a6ts ? How formal in his carriage j or, at leail, how 
vain and light ? He either heaves out fulfome hypo- 
chondriac lighs, with fupetcilious looks, and chaps 
fet like the tui^rows of a four-faced Hagi ; or elfe 
he is tickled into a loud ungovernable laughter, and 
all his carriage is ridiculous and wanton. Either 
his hunger, thirft, and faintnefs, the ufual efFc<3 
of fuch exceflive devotion, makes him peevifli, . 
choleric, and unmortified j or elfe he is as api/h 
as a cat. 

Human nature cannot abide long in the fame hu- 
mour J and thofe that feem to be always even-tem- 
pered people, like the Cafpian fea vjrithout ebb or 
fiow, are only counterfeits and politicians. Inhere 
18 an art to conceal one's paffions, but there is none 
that can annihil^e them. We change from one 
affe<Sion, appetite and defire, to another. Our in- 
clinations circulate with our blood. They are tranf- 
formed each minute, hour, and day ; tlft^j^ary like 
the wind and weather. Therefore nevcj^thjnk of 
taking an eternal pleafure or diftafte in aiT|^hin|j 
hcfe below. Prayer is good in its turn, I meafe*^ 
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Tocal afpirations. So are falling, abftinence, and 
other religious feverities. But if all men (hould be 
perpetually at thsfe exercifes, God in a little tlrm^ 
would have but few adorers on earth. The ground 
muft be left uiitilled ; the fields would quickly bring 
forth crops of briars and weeds, inltead pf corn. 
The gardens then muft turn to wilderneffes. There 
would be then no need of millers, bakers, and the 
other trades, whofe livelihood depends upon the 
hufbandman. And fo, for want of proper fuftenance, 
mankind muft quickly perifh. 

i do not argue againft thofe who feem to be con- 
ftellated to a folitary life ; or by fome fpecial grace of 
(jod, are ftrengthened to endure the conftant hard- 
fhips of an hermitage : Such as the illuftrious and 
great Mohammed of Mount Uriel in Arabia, who 
IS our holy Prophet's tenant and fucceffor, in the 
Cave of Wonders. Such alfo is Ilch Rend Hu, the 
celebrated Bramin of Cachemire in India, who lives 
on the top of an high mountain, is an hundred and 
twenty-three years old ; foretels things to come, re- 
folves all doubts, gives infallible counfel, heals di- 
vers difeafes, works fome miracles ; and, in fine, 
(ays and does all things by a fpirit worthy of adr . 
miration. 

The mountain whereon this philofopher or Pro- 
phet dwells, feems to be the land-mark between 
fummer and winter. For one fide of it is always 
covered with fnow, the other with bloflbms, flow- 
ers, herbage, and fruits : This overlooking a fpa- 
cious valley, which they call the Paradiie of the 
tait ; that affording a profpe<a little more agree- 
able or fair, than what the poets fpeak of the Ri- 
phean Hill. 

Ilch Rend Hu has his habitation in a cave or grot, 
which paffes through the rock, as Virgil's does near 
Naples in Italy, which thou haft feen. 

In this mylterious ftation, he appears like ^olus, 

lord of the weather : For it is certain, he commands 

the winds to blow or ceafe at the lealt word, withia 

Sill&C verge of his accuftomed walks. If any perfons 

^TT H 3 dare 
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dare profane the filence of the place with words, or 
other ruder noifc ; they arc immediately furprized 
with dreadful ftorms of thunder, lightning, wind, 
and rain ; fuch as fcem to threaten the diflolution of 
all things : Which makes all men in thofe parts 
hold llcli Rend Hu in great veneration. He is the 
only oracle of the Indies. They refort to him from 
the neighbouring provinces and kingdoms, in aJl 
their difficulties, i^c grandees of Perfxa. Tibet, 
and Cathay, fend to him honourable prefents, de- 
firing his ccunfcl in matters of peace and war. Nay, 
they make devout pilgrimages to him from the king- 
doms of Tonquin and China. He is the Apollo of 
the Eaft. 

Ifcuf, it would be fofne encouragement for thee 
and me to embrace a folitary life, if we might ever 
hope to attain fuch wonderful perfeftions. But, as 
we have hitherto lived in the world, and ftained our 
felves with the common vices of mortals, we can- 
not prefume to merit thcfe extraordinary favours : 
Our old habits are rooted in us j and if we have ' 
time and ftrength to plant ftew ones in their ftead, 
yet they will not grow up to maturity, but with 
many -ftdtrs : For, believe me, coufxn, no body be- 
comes a devil, or a faint all at once. 



Paris, the 6th of the nth moon, 
of the year 1670. 
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-LETTER YU. . . 

To the Chiaux Bafla. 



IT appears, that the king of Prance's fortune not 
onlyr procures him conftant viftories and tri'- 
umphs in Europe, but fuch a renown and charatSler 
in foreign countries, as ftimuktes the moft remote 
princes, and puifTant monarchs o£ the earth, to^ 
court bis alliance and friendihip. 

Here is at this prefent, an ambaiTador come from; 
the coafis of Guinea in Afric, being font by the 
king of Ardcr, one of the greateft fovereigns in thofe 
parts^ pofleifij^g an abfolute and u&contro^lable au* 
thority ov^r his fubjeds, as the Grand §ig?rtor doci 
oipei the faithful Oi'mans. But we wUl not coihpare 
the narrow limits of his dominion with the vaftand 
unbounded extent of the Muffulman^ empire, the in* 
ixeritance of our fublime Sultan, the Lord of the 
Globe at large. Suffice it, that this black prince i^ 
a wife man, defcendcd of a race of Sages ; and th»t 
policy of ftate is as natural to him, as ^6mi»oA 
craft or cunning to tbe-meaneft of the vulgar. He 
kdows how to make war, or peace abroard, and to 
keep his fubjefts in awe at hcnne. - 

Surely there is a force and charm in the deriva- 
tive blood of heroic and wife anceftors, which ie-* 
cretly infpires their offspring with maxims and prin-* 
ciplcs agreeable to the inclinations, aims, and pur-* 
pofes of the family from whence they defcendi 
And where it is experienced otherwife^ it may ,be 
iiuppofed that change of climate, unhappy marriages,, 
or iome over-ruling misfortunes in the worlds have 
caufed the degeneracy. For fo fome noble vegetables 
of Alia, and other quarters of the earth, lying near 
the fun, will not profpes, if once tranfplanted iwta 
H 4.. the 
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|hc cold and tarren foils of Northern Europe, Thus 
poverty, difgrace, and other abjeft circumftances, 
chill the greatelt fpirits, and Ipoil their grow^tb. 
Yet there is an inborn excellency in fome natures, 
which with evennefs fupports the ftrokes of fortune, 
and puihes through all difficulties to attain its end. 

So this great African king, informing himfelf not 
only by Ficnch veflels trading in his ports, but alio 
by other (hips of Chriftendom, of the grandeur of 
■the French king) his wealth and puiflance by fea 
and land, with the vaft intereit and traffic he has 
in both the Indies^ thought it high time to feek his 
friendihip, whofe enmity would, in all probability, 
be very fata] to him : For he had heard of his con- 
queits far and wide, It is no matter, whether by 
valour or good conduct, we make ourfelves happy* 
One is as laudable as the other, in the unequal war 
we are engaged in with Fate, Providence, and' 
Chance; wicn angels, men^ and devik; with heaven, 
earth, and hell. 

• I fpeak this in reference to the celebrated prowefs, 
fnagnanimicy, riches, and itrength of this Negro 
king ; who need not yield to the king of Benin, his 
next neighbour, and the moft potent of all the 
South-weltern maritime princes ot Afric, nor to any 
of his other neighbours beiides ; yet could not think 
himlelf fafe, or be at reft, till he had fent his em- 
baiiy to the king of France, offering his lands, his 
havens, his ftas, and whatfoever was within his ju* 
rildiction, to this great monarch. 

The addrefs which his ambaflador made to the 
French king, deferves remark. For after the ufuat 
obeifances at the foot of the throne, he went up 
three fteps, and then proilrating himlelf three times 
on his lace and belly, he clapped his hands in to- 
ken of reverence, and put his lingers on his eyes, 
to Ihew that he was not able to t)ehold the luftre 
of fo much majefty, 1 his is the French interpre- 
tation of his carria";e : But I tell thee, it \yas rather 
defigned as a precedent to the FVench ambauadors, 
if any Ihoulu be fent to Uuinea, where it is the 
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cuftoiin of the country for all foreign minifters to ob- 
ferve the fame ceremonies to the king of Arder, and 
other princes his neighbours. 

Thefe Europeans, becaufe they firft found out the 
art of navigation, or at leaft firft improved it to the 
difcovery of many remote countries, value themfelves 
too high ; imagining, that all the nations formerly 
unknown, are fools, and know not themfelves and 
their own ftrength. They thought it was impoffible 
to find in Afric or America, empires, kingdoms, and^ 
commonwealths, as ftrong and well-governed as thofe' 
in the heritage of Japhet : But it is a damned mif- 
take. Tor the Moft High is impartial in the diitri- 
bution of his gifts and favours : Thofe defpicable 
Blacks, whom all the princes and nobles of Europe 
and Afia buy as flaves, being born of the vulgar, are 
neverthelefs come out of regions, where power, 
riches and wifdom, are as much in their zenith as 
in thefe Weftern countries. 

'I'hey ar-e all outwardly flefh and blood as we are, 
notwithftandirig the contrariety of our colours ;^ana- 
as for their fouls, they are even juft as capable of 
knowledge and ignorance, reafon and folly, vice and • 
virtue, piety and prophanenefs, fuperftition and 
atheiini, as we are, who pretend to be lords of the 
world, and all things. 

May thou and I praftife moderation, and not con- 
temn any of human race, though they be the Capjiers 
of Molambique. But let us always remember the 
old Turkiih proverb, ' That it is not good or fafe 
' to point in mockery tehind the Grand Signior** 
' back.' Adieu. 

Paris, 3d of the 12th moon, 
of the year 1670. 



H s LET- 



IS4 LETTERS WRIT BY 



LETTER Vm. 

To Mohammed^ the lUuftrious Solitary of 
Mount Uriel, in Arabia. 

THE .grand root of the common injuftice which 
men arc guilty of in reference to the beafts, 
and ,of :thc intemperance with which they corrupt 
themfelves, I perceive is a falfe principle which they 
have eitablifhed, denying the capacity and ufe of 
resrTon to all living creatures but themfelves. 

This error was firft publicly maintained by the 
Peripatetics, Stoics, and Epicureans, and afterwards 
ty Claudius of Naples, out of a particular averiion 
tbey had for the dodrines of Pythagoras and Empe- 
docjes, two famous patrons of abftinence. 

Heraclitus Ponticus undertook to explain the fen- 
timents of the former feSs, and Hermachus thofe of 
the latter. But both of them feem to confide more 
in the little tricks and arts of fophiftry, than to ufe 
true reafon. For at the firft eflay of their (kill, they 
ftrive to caft a mift in the reader's eyes, by dividing 
the generations of living creatures, mto fuch as are 
endued with the faculty of reafon, and fuch as want 
it. Whereas thou knoweft it is an indubitable maxim 
in the Eaftern philofophy, that every thing which 
partakes of fenfe, has alfo reafon. For it is the n\ind 
alone which fees, hears, &c. the body of itfelf being 
deaf, blind, and void of all fenfe. It is evident^ 
therefore, that fince the beafts do fee, hear, and per- 
form all other adions of Cenfe, they have alfa what 
the Greeks call »«?, or the mind, in them, which is 
the very feminary, or native feat of reafon. 

It is true, indeed, we cannot affirm, that they pof- 
ftb a reafon fo perfeft as ours ; fince that perfec- 
tion is acquired by difcipline, which the gener^ity 

of 
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•f the brutes want. They hava no colleecs 0r fchools 
where the arts 'and Tciences are pjrofpfl'ea and tiught 
by rules. Nature is. their only fchool-miftf^fs, aod 
they learn her infl:ni<5tions with. abu^diMi'ce of 
promptnefs and fagacity. They are cducaled in the 
open elements, as in an academy or imiverAty:found->- 
cd by the Creator of all things ;. where every thing 
they encounter, ferves as a book .to teach them ail 
the knowledge which is necefTary to their well-be- 
ing on earth; and: they need no more. 

It is manifeft alfo, that fome fpecies and isdivi^. 
duals are more capable of learning wh^t is, taught 
them than others : Even as we difcern the fame di(^ 
ference among the various nations,, families, stod 
perfons of men. But we do not ufe to fay of inani* 
mate things, that this piece of wood ia more apt to 
Icarn than another -, as a dog is more tratSiable and 
docile thaa a hog : Nor of - immoveable thisog^ that 
thl3 is flower than that :. Npr of things wbkhwant 
iienfe, that a fto^e is dulter of appreb^iipn than a. 
piece of iron« So cQuId we npt probably nERxm of" 
anitnab ; that one b more ctafcy and fa^cious tb»n. 
another i niore provident, chaile^ temperate, cleanly^, 
aAd the like epithets, if they were not by naturp 
capable of knowledge and virtue* Ajid yet we daily 
fee all this is true, in comparing one fpecjea of liv/- 
ing creatures with another ; n4y9 and^onCvindividuilt. 
of the fame kind with fope of its fellows,. l 

When Antipater accufed affes and. hpg$ of iiaftiK 
nefs, he did not confider how accurately nipe aindu 
curious the lynxes and cats are, which with j(b.muc4!i^ 
diligence and- care hide their exQremeijts,, that theXr 
can never be fcen or fmelt again. So the fwallpwp. 
teach their young, to mute over ^ hriins. o^.th^. 
oeft. All which are arguments pf their pfi^ncr> 
and discretion* Doubtlefjs,, every, aiiimai has jt^, 
peculiar gift and exc^lleiicyi. Oa^ i^ n^on^ qui^kjr 
lighted than apotheri tiii^ lo^ bptlejc ears thjMIr th^t,;. 
a third furpafTes in the goodneis of his (r]^\^i)r' tf^ 
fwiftnefs of his feet. Let not vain man therefore 
hoaft*and infult^ as if he were tha fole engroiTer of 

all 
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all wifdom and virtue ; fince the beafts of the iield^ 
the birds of the air, the iilh of the fea, with all 
the ^generations of reptiles, infedfe, and whatfo- 
ever is endued with life and fenfe, poiTefs their 
flmres as well as he. 

It is manifeft alfo, that there are various jprin- 
ciples of folly, injuftice, and all manner of igno— 
ranee, error, and vice in human nature, equal to 
what we can poflibly find in the reft of animals^ 
whom we fo much defpife. And it is a queftion^ 
whether even the very fea-horfe, who murders his 
father, and for that rtafon was by the ancient £— 
gyptians made the hieroglyphic of impiety, may 
not juftly exchange his chara<Sler with iome a£ 
huirjan race, who make their parents the continual 
martyrs to their ambition, pride, envy, avarice, 
and other vices. 

I would fain know, whether any man would 
not take it ill, to be told he is Umd and deaf, 
becaufe he cannot fee and hear fo quick as fome 
of the beafts? Or, that he is a cripple, becaufe he 
cannot outrun a hart ? Certainly a ftrdng man de- 
serves that character, though he cannot pretend to 
Itiatch the ftrcngth of a camel, or an elephant. And 
^all we then fay, that the beafts have no reafon or 
virtue, becaufe they cannot difcover thofe qualities 
fo artificially as men. 

Beiides, do not all privations fuppofe fome ha- 
bits ? And is notjnadnefs^ a privation of the habits 
<tf reafon and prudence ? If therefore dogs, bulls^> 
foxes, and other animals, are known to be fom&s 
times mad, fliall we think it lefs fit to-fay of them^ 
that they are out of their minds, or wits, than to 
affirm the fame of men f And if Compos, or Nbn 
Compos Mentis, arc proper expreffions of any 
beaft, when it is fober, or mad j who, that is not 
deprived of reafon- himfelf, can deny, that they 
have, the pofleffion of that faculty by nature,, as 
i^tll-as^he? 
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As oft as I trouble thee with letters on this 
fubje£l, thou mayeft conclude, I am newly a- 
wakened to a fenre of my error, in not religioufly 
obferving Ae facred inftitution of abftinence ; 
which ought to be the natural confequence of 
thefe thoughts : For, in a word, if it dc lawful 
to kill the animals for the fake of food, I think 
we may as well turn Cannibals, and eat the fleiSi 
of our purchafed (laves, or of our captive enemies, 
over whom we have, by the law of nations, an 
equal right as to their life and death, as over our 
beads. 

Abftemious Sage, I leave thee to the divine in« 
ipirations of the Genius, which pofleiles that Holy 
<Jave : I leave thee to the facred whifpers of winds 
from Eden, and to the fweets of an innocent fo- 
litude, which admits no other focicty than that 
of angels, or beafls. 

Paris, the 26th of the 2d moon, 
of the year 1671. 
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LETTER IX; 

To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 
Venice. 

I Received thy Taft difpatch, which infonns me, 
that thou art commanded to remove from Venice 
with all fpeed poflible, and to villt Naples, Geeoa,. 
Rome, Padua, Milan, Florence, with the other chief 
cities of Italy : In fine, that thou art not to make a 
long refidence, or take up thy abode any where ; 
but after the manner of a traveller, to be always in 
a moving pofture from place to place, from one pro- 
vince and principality to another ; that thou ftiayeft 
take a juft eftimate of the ftrength and riches of each 
ftate through which thou (halt pa& : That thou may- 
eft dive into their counfels, obferve their motions,, 
watch their defigns, and tranfmit thy remarks to^ 
the minifters' of the Auguft Divan, the myfterious 
cabinet of the earth's great fovereign. 

There may be lefs of profit in fuch a peregrina- 
tion for the prefent, than in thy conftant refidence 
at Venice, where thou art eftabliihed in a fettled way 
of merchandize. But thou wilt find abundance more: 
pleafure : And if thou acquitteft thyfctf fuccefsfully, 
the Grand Signior will reward thy merit. Befides„ 
thou mayeft meet with a thoufand opportunities of 
traffic even in thy travels. An ailive and diligent 
l^irit paimot fail of means to advance its own in- 
tereft in any part of the world ;, and thou doft^ 
not want a ftock of money to fiippoft thy hoaeit 
undertakings. 

Thou wilt meet with a new fort of Italians,, 
where-evei thou (halt fet thy foot : That people 
being ftrangely mixed, an^ defcending from levexal: 
iMtions. Kvery city has a difieient geniuis -, >^hicii 
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is fa reBiarkable and confpicuoua, that they have all 
got peculiar epithets : As Rome the Holy, Naples 
the Gentile, Florence the Fair, Bologna the Fat, 
Milan the Large. Ferrara the Civil, Bergamo the 
Subtle, Genoa the Proud, Padua the Strong, Siena 
the Studious, Mantua the Glorious, Lucca the In- 
dafirious, Ravenna the Mild, Capua the Amorous, . 
Urbin the Loyal, Verona the Worthy, Brefcia the 
Fortified, Friuli the Wanton, Rimini the Good ; 
and fo of the reft. 

. Beware of contradling friendfhip with any Italian :: 
And if thou doft engage, be cautious bow thou giv- 
^ft a juft offence. Thou canft not be too tender in 
this point : For as the Italians are very conftant 
•wrhere they have once pitched their affe<9:ion, fo are 
they inexorable in their revenge, where they appre- 
hend jbeir love abufed ; and they are the molt jea- 
lous people in the world. If thou haft made two 
felfe fieps, never feek to repair thy faults by after- 
fubmif&ons, but fly : For thou haft wounded hi» 
foul, and he will never pardon thee, or let thee live 
to be guilty of another affront. They have a com- 
mon maxim in this cafe, ^ He that wrongs me twice, 
. ^ it is his &ult ; but if I let him injure me the third 
' time, the blame is my own." 

The wifeft courfe is to be civil, and modeftly re- 
fcrved; not to be too frank and open in difcourfe, 
or loofe in carriage. For this lays a man naked, 
and expofes him to the contempt and cenfure of 
fuch as are more compofed and recollected } and this 
is the jpeculiar charaaer of the Italians, ^ That they 
^ think more than they fpeak, and are many tlme» 
* difgufted at the perfon on whom they fmile.* 

When thou art on the roads in Apulia and Cam- 
pania, when thou behpldeft the beauties of that lux- 
uriant foil, and thy fmell is raviihed with the fra^ 
gf ant odours of tne hedges, and adj^oining groves ^ 
tliink on Elyfium, ParsSife, or whatfoever place 
nature has made delightful ; and fay, it muft be in 
this country, or lA lome, region very Bke itr 
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As thou fojourneft at Naples, remember with what 
pleafure Virgil puffed away his time there. It Mrsi& 
in that happy air that Horace penned his admirable 
poems, 'f iiere Livy wrote the Roman Hiftory, and. 
Seneca his Morals. From thence we have the worIc& 
of Statius, Claudian, Laurentius Valla, and many 
other learned writers. 

Forget not when thou art at Genoa the former 
glory of that commonwealth ; how once fhe did pof^ - 
lefs oardinia, Cyprus, Lefbos, Chios, and did extend 
her conquefts to rera at Conftantinople : Howflie en- 
tered the Black Sea, planted a colony of Genoefe at 
Caffa, and ftretched her dominions to the ri vcrTanais • 

Thou wilt find matter of contemplation in Pifa, 
Milan, Padua, and all the cities of Italy. But when 
thou art at Rome, it would be a kind of facrilege not 
to caft back thy eyes, and view her ancient ^lory, 
when fhe was the miftrefs of the world, when me 
had three millions of men within her walls, and a 
hundred and fifty millions of gold in yearly revenue : _ 
V^hen {he kept m conttant pay at home and abroad, 
fix hundred hve and forty thoufand men. Her fo- 
reign conquefts may be numbered by her domeftic 
triumphs, which, from Romulus her founder, to 
Augultus Caefar, were not lefs than three hundred. 
Julnis Caefar augmented the public treafurywith forty 
rnillions of gold. In the reign of Aurelianus, thisr 
city was fifty miles in compais, and the number of* 
her inhabitants increafed to four millions : And they 
were prodigioufly enriched with the fpoils of their 
enemies. Beneca, when he died, left leven millions 
and five hundred thoufand crowns behind him.' 
Claudius Ifodorus, though much exhaufted by the 
civil wars, yet left four thoufand one hundred and 
Seventeen flaves, three thoufand arid iixty yoke of 
oxen ; and of other cattle two hundred and fifty- 
feven thoufand. There were commonly kept in 
Rome five hundred gladiators, a thoufand bears, and 
a hundred lions. 1 here were always five hundred 
men employed in looking after the a^uedudls, and 
baths oi Rome. 

When 
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*When Cyneas, the ambaflador of Pyrrhus, had 
viewed the city round, and was alked what he thought 
of Rome ? He anfwered, ^ I think all Rome is but 
^ one Temple ; (for there were above four hundred 
*' in the city) her Senate is an aliembly of kings ; 
* ihe is the beauty of the whole earth ; the flower 
*' of mankind dwell within her walls.* 

2^eidi9 this was the ftate, this the grandeur and 
magnificence of Pagan Rome. But fince the incur- 
iioiis of the Goths and Vandals, the Lombards, 
Hunns, and other barbarous nations of the North, 
Rome's glory is edipfed, her honour laid in the duft. 
^Vhereas before, Ihe lifted up her ftately creft on 
feven high hills, now (he is fain to ftoop, being 
humbly leated in the plain of Campus Martius ; be- 
ing not by a fifth part fo large as formerly, nor yet 
fo populous. 

All over Italy, thou wilt meet with reliques of the 
ancient Roman majefty and greatnefs. And, in fome 
places, thou mayelt encounter perfons of great ex- 
traiSrion, but. very poor, who may not unfitly be 
called the ruins of ancient nobility : Such as the 
marquifles of Ceva, the earls of Ptacenza, and the 
knights of Bologna, who are become the proverb of 
illultrious poverty.. Such alfo are the counts of Lu* 
figniani -, three of whom were once feen upon a fig* 
tree, eating the figs to keep them from ftarving. 
And many Italian lords eet their livelihoods by fel- 
ling of ptifans, lemonades, eflences, powders, and 
other refreihments to the gentry. Vet they are 
proud, and when any one addrefles to them, he mult 
entitle them, Moft excellent, Moft illuftrious, or elfe 
they will frown, and be affronted. 

Zeidi, if ever it be thy fortune to be made a lord, 
I pray heaven give thee an eftate anfwerable to the 
title : For a lord without riches, is . like a foldier 
without arms, very ridiculous. 



Paris, 15th of the 4th moon, ' 
of the year 1671. 
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LETTER X. 

To Dgnct Oglou. 

THIS day fomething has happened to me very 
prodigious, and I know not what to make of 
it. About the hour of Quindinamaii, I was fudd^nly 
taken with ftrange fits of vomiting : My ftomach 
was in a prodinu, or rather a philoibphical humour ; 
refolving tocauoffall fuperfluities, and only retain 
what was neceilary to its eafe and welfare in this 
life. I laboured under a thoufand horrid agonies, 
which made me fear, that either an impofthume was 
the caufe of fuch violent convulfions ; or at leaft, 
that they would end in opening the inward fluices 
of my blood, by too much forcing of the pedfcoral 
veins. 

Whilft I was buCed thus with lad prefagey oFa 
fudden death (for I dread to be fo unawares thruft 
out of the world} I longed and paffionately Ian* 
guifhed for an Arabian orange. 

It happened at the fame time, my mother Ou-* . 
coumiche, Daria, and Eliachim the Jew, were with 
me in my chamber, and had» been there an hour ; 
they all itood at the window to fee a proceffion that 
was going by. But when they heard the ftraining 
noife I made, immediately they ran to my bed-llde,, 
as human nature, curiofity, or paffion, ufes to prompt 
in fuch like cafes. 

With a faint broken voice I told them what I 
wifhed for ; Eliachim forthwith gave order to his 
boy, that waited in an antichamber, to run with 
^>eed, and buy the beft Arabian oranges he could 

The arch young lad was gone full thirteen mi- 
nutes by my watch, and then returned with half a 
dozen oranges of Spain (for he could get no other) 
but heaven, as J have reafon to think, fupplied his 

negli- 
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negligence, and unfuccefsful mercadng. For kmg 
before he came with that four, crabbed fruit, Daria 
fpied an orange of Arabia on the table. 

No body knew from whence it came, or what 
kind hand had laid it there. They were all equal 
witnclTcs, that there was no fuch thing upon the 
table when they came to the bed-lide, nor a conU- 
derable time afterward ; and when it was fuggeftcd, 
that fome of the company had privately conveyed it 
thither, whilft the reft were looking another way ; 
Eliachim with folemn vows and imprecations cleared 
himfelf ; (o did Daria« and my mother. As for my^ 
I'elf, they all were feniible, it was impoffible for me 
to do it, as I lay in my bed. A general aftonifh- 
ment pofTeiied us all ; and the women would needs 
have it to be a miracle, whilft I greedily eat the 
delicfous fruit, not troubling my thoughts with 
making endlefs fcrutinies, or fo much as caring 
which way it came there^ fo loiig as I had the en- 
joy meni of it. ^ ^ 

Yet I ceafed to be thus indifTerent, when I per<- 
ceived hiy malady on a fudden removed by eating pf 
this wondrpus orange. And whereas I hiad lain for 
lix whole days and nights in a continual faint and 
languiihing condition, not able to get down a mor- 
jtel of bread, now my fpirits grew brifk and frefli; 
and I feemed like one transformed, or in another 
world. My ftomach revived, my almoft di£pated 
vigour rallied, and I rofe chearfnlly to eat a hearty 
fupper. Thefe things, I muft confeis, put me, as 
well as the reft of the company, upon thinking. 

I tell thee, upon the ftridteft examination po&ble, 
I am very well fatished, that there could be no de* 
fign or trick in the cafe : For if thefe were, no body 
would be guilty of fo many repeated horrid per- 
juries in denying it : But every one rather would 
have been forward to own themfelves the inftru- 
ments of thus happily and unexpededly refcuing 
a poor fick man irom the very jaws of death : 
For I was jutt then ready to expire, 

Wheth^ 
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Whether there be a magic in the ftrength cf a 
man's fancy at fuch times ; and that through the 
intenfe agitation of his exalted fpirits, he moves 
the foul of the univerfe by fympathy, to ex^rt 
fomc of its hidden and uncommon faculties, and 
gratify his neceflary defurjes : Or whether there be 
an oraer of officious beings invifible about us, who 
have the charge of mortals committed to them, and 
are bound by the laws of their concealed kingdoms 
to affift us in extremities, even to the height of a 
fceming miracle, where it cannot be done without, 
I know not. But it is certain, any obferving marl 
may take notice of fome extraordinary paffages in 
the courfc of his life, of which he can give no 
rational account, but rauft be forced to put them 
on the fcore of preternatural caufes. Such is our 
ignorance of the fecret operations of natui-e. 

All the comply were ready to lift me among 
the Prophets j or m the catalogue of Saints, for 
this ihipendous occurrence. But I had other 
thoughts of myfelf. For, comparing this with 
fome former occurrences of my life, I prefently 
concluded, it was the fore-runner of fome grand, 
but jihort affliftion : And fo I told them all. 

I believe, nay Dgnct, that God will hedge me in 
with divers kinds of adverfe circumftances : He will 
rulh upon me on a fudden, like a troop of Tartar 
horfe, who fwiftly fpread themfelves all round the 
affrighted country, and take pofleflion of the 
roads and pafles. They hunt the confcious Infi- 
dels from dens and caves, and other lurking places 
in the woods and mountains : None can efcipe 
their chafttfement and revenge. So my prefacing 
foul foretcls fome fad furprizing inroads from the 
Ortmipotent. 

That which I have to do in this cafe, is to make 
fpeedy expiations for my paft fecurity and prcfump- 
tion, to repair the ruined faftneffes of virtue, and 
build new ones where they are wanting ; to keep 
ftrong guards; and,-laltly, to retire myleif into a 
moft profound humility, and compliance with the 

will 
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ivill of God ; which is the ftrongeft fortrefs in time 
of a divine invafion. 

• Paris, 23d of the 6th moon, 
of the year 1671. 



L E T 1" E R XI. 

To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni EfFcndi/ 
Preacher to the Sultan* 

THE charadl^r and fame of thy exemplary life 
and profound doftrine, though ftiidioufly con- 
cealed and fuj>prefled by thyfelf, have yet made a 
forcible eruption, and filled the Muffulman kinc-^ 
doms with the fragrant odour of thy incomparable^ 
piety and virtue. Even thefe remote and Infidel 
regions of the Weft 'are edified by th v facred rules and 
inttttutions of a fpiritual life. The Nazarene priefts 
and doSors begi^ to harbour emulations of thy 
fandlity, fince they have feen no fairer draught of 
true acceptable religion, than what the chaplains 
to the French ambafladors at the Porte have copied 
from thy principles, and recommended to tneir 
friends among the clergy of France. Infomuch as 
Francis Malevella, a blind Ecclefiaftic^ but an Ar- 
gus in the Sciences, has publicly efpoufed thy Theo- 
rems and Pradlices j having in print, now lately 
undertaken the patronage of a contemplative life, fo 
much infifted on by thee, to which the College of 
Sorbonne have alfp given their approbation. 

That excellent man, though he has loft the ufe of 
his corporeal eyes, yet has a loul transformed all over 

into 
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into light, by which he clearly can furvey the vaft 
myftenous horizon of the invilible world, and pene- 
trate the moft rcclufe and hidden fccrets of eternity. 
The age is ravifhed with the book he publiflied : He 
has ten thoufand profelytes among the Roman priells 
and Dervifes. None but the Jefuits and Domini* 
cans oppofe him. 

The former of thefe orders is grown odious 
throughout Chriftendom, for the impious dodrines 
they mainuin, and the enormous crimes they have 
committed ; being notorious boutefeus, traitors, hy- 
pocrites, and fecret libertines. Their colleges are 
efteemcd the (hops and forges of fedition, fadlion, 
public animofities, broils, and wars, with all the 
kiifchief that is done in Europe. The latter are 
not loved in France, becaufe they are generally cho- 
• fen officers of the Inquifition : Which inhuman ju- 
dicature was firft projected by St. Dominic their 
founder, in order to exterminate the Moors from 
Spain. There is a natural and irreconcileable anti- 
pathy between the French and Spaniards. They 
mutually abhor each other's cuftoms, laws, and hu- 
mours : But above all, the French can never be re- 
conciled to that Infernal Court, which tyrannizes 
over the fouls of men, and puniihes them for thoughts. 
It is an equal crime to fpeak, or to be jQlent 3 to pray, 
or not ; to go to churcn, or ftay at home, provided 
you are rich. It is wealth the In^uHitora aim at, 
not the pretended fafety and deliverance of the 
Church from enemies and rebels. 

Therefore the Dominicans and Jefuits being 
looked upon as favourites and patrons of the In- 
ijuifition, and for that reafpn hated by the French, 
in vain they argued againft Malevella's new re- 
formed model of interior religion, which is but a 
tranflation of the original Dogmata laid down by 
thee. Thy refined lentiments are prolific,- as the 
folar beams, which by ineffable increafes, propa- 
gated themfelves without diminifliing the illuftri* 
ous fountain. Each bright and fertile atom, by a 
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miraculous emanation, begets another ; they mul- 
tiply by admirable orogreBive iflue and expanJion 
fnxn every point oi the refulgent centre^ till every 
fpkndid particle becomes a ray of equal length, 
and all together produce an entire orb of lieht* 
Thus thy ferene ideas of religion dilate themfelves 
through this dark fide of the world, as faft as 
they illuminate the MufHilman hemifphere. The 
honefler fort of Weftern Franks are already, by a 
demi-metamorphofis, grovtrn half Mahom'etan^^ ca-^ 
pituladng with their prepofieflions, prejudices, and 
the force of education for the reft. 

They go to church, but not to babble over a 
thoufand vain tautologies, which are taught them 
by their priefts, and to enfure their memory, are 
printed in their pocket manuals, or books of 
prayer : Nor do they number a long feries 6f the 
fame repeated oraifons on beads, or ufe any other 
exterior form of blind and lame devotion : But 
Willi inward recollection, filence, purity, and fer- 
vent application of the fpirit, they addrefs them- 
{Aves to God ; or rather by a certain gradual 
paffivenefs, oblivion of outward things, and dying 
to themfelves, they prepare and fit their fouls for 
the Divine approaches: Thus having barricadoed 
up their fenies, and made retrenchments rotmd 
the centre of the mind, to fecure it from the laft 
invafion and affiiult <^ mundane objeds ; thither 
they retire, defiring death, rather than to take 
quarter by a fi^nt cowardice, or timorous apoftacy, 
and furrendec to the worlds 

Thefe people undergo, af certain times, ftrangc' 
dxynciTes^ delertions, and fierilities of (pint, which 
are the torments that compofe the moft fevere and 
paiofiil martyrdoms. A common death, or any vio- 
lent difiblution of the body, is but the recreation, 
(port, or play of nature, when compared with thefe 
tremendous, tragical, and dark annihilations of the 
foul. A man at fuch a feafon feems to be reduced 
to an eternal cataftr^^he. His fpirit dcfcends, and 

ia 



j68 LETTERS WRIT BY 

is engulphed in the abyfs of hell ; or hell coniei 
up to him, and yawning with its horrid dragon's 
jaws, murders the foul with baneful and internal 
breath. Yet this they find to be the only near 
direfteft way to heaven. This is the myftic fence, 
the ditch, baftioii, and counterfcarp of Paradife. 
He that would fcale the wall, or enter by the 
gates of Eden, muft firft pafs through theic ter- 
rible outworks. This is the ftraight and narrow 
bridge over which each foul muft pafs, that would 
attain immortal life. Mofes, Jefus, Mahomet, and 
all the meflengers of God, have pointed at this as 
the only way to our fupreme felicity. Neither 
was it unknown to . the ancient poets and philo- 
fophers among the Gentiles. Orpheus and Hedod 
recommended it in their myfterious vcrfe. Empe- 
docles, Theophraftus, Plato, Plotinus, Porphyry, 
Jamblichus, with many others, improved the Sacred 
Revelation, adding new lights unto the bleft dif- 
covery. And if we take the hiftory in a right fenfe, 
unlefs I am deceived, Socrates diea a martyr to this 
important truth. Many of the learned Hebrew 
Rabbi's have afferted it. The Perfian and Arabian 
dodors, before and fmce the holy flight, have been 
its advocates : And let not envy refufe to give fome 
of the Chriftian priefts their due acknow^gment, 
who preached this do<firine in the primitive aiTem- 
blies, taught it in the public fchools, and enfured it 
to pofterity in learned manufcripts. Such were O- 
rigen and Ammonius, Clemens of Alexandria, 
Simplicius, Chryfoftom, Tertullian, Auguftin : 
And in more modern times, Thomas Aquinas, 
Marcilius Ficimus, Bonaventure, with^ many 
others. 

And it is efteemed the height of Indian religion to 
this day ; the Bramins delivering it as an hereditary 
article of faith, and point of pradice, from imme* 
morable ages. Since therefore' all religions in the 
world aeree in this, notwithftanding their other ce- 
remonisu and fpeculative difterences -, doubtlefsat 
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is the voice and will of God, not the contrivance or 
innovation of man. 

Reverend EfFendi, Jt is a common proverb among 
the Chriftians, That wherefoever God has a temple, 
the devil has a chapel. That cunning fpirit, like 
a ferpent, winds himfelf into outward forms and ce- 
remonies of devotion. But he that builds a mofque 
in the centre of his foul, may bid defiance to Tagot : 
For that is the throne of God, hear which the demon 
cannot approach. 

May thou and I live always fkreened behind our- 
felves 5 for in that dark recefs from vifible things, 
the Eternal Jives to manifeft his otherwife invifiblc. 
light. Adieu. * 

Paris, 17th of the 6th moon, 
of the year 1670. 



LETTER XII. 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 
Signior. 

AFTER all my fcepticifms, I at thi« hour be- 
lieve there is fomething of us remains im- 
mortal and incorruptible, when our groffer bodies 
are diiTolved. Call it what you will ; an aftral 
body, a ghoft, a fpirit, or any thing elfe : I am 
fennble fome part of us \vill never die. What figni- 
fies the vain difpute of words, the dark refolves of 
Plato^s cave ? Let it be fubftance or accident, mat- 
ter of form, or a refuk of all ; there is ftill a certain 
portion of oiu: nature, againft which the ftrokes of 
death, and of ten hundred thoufand deaths, can 
never prevail. We may be changed indeed j ^and 
mafquerade it up and down, perhaps through ihfi- 
VoL, VII. I Bite 
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nite worlds, in fo many difFcFcnt difguifes ; but we 
can never be annihilated, or made nothing. \Ve 
cannot be excluded from the eternal lift of atoms. 
The lofs or abfence of the leaft particle from the 
univerfe, would either caufe thcloudelt never-ending 
thunders and liehtnings, or an everlafting filence, 
fullennefs, and darkneis. This mighty aggregate and 
ftupendous heap of beings would fall to ruin, if there 
were the leaft vaouum, or tbc fmalleft mite miffing. 
Steal but the moft indivifible atom from the reft, aiid 
down comes all the fabric j for one fupports aiiothcr 
by an infeparable adhefion, reciprocal congruity, and 
mathematical iitnefe. They are fo cunningly nitch- 
ed and knit together, fo clofely fattened and indent- 
ed each wifli the other, by the original art, or chance, 
which formed flic world, that allthe njotions of this 
grand machine would at an inftant ftop, in fuch a , 
cafe ; as does a watch, when the leaft tooth is mijf- 
fmg from any one of the contiguous wheels. Every 
thing in nature is full and pregnant. Neither can 
there be any other emptihefs fave what we think we 
fee in bottles, or other hollow vcffels, which when 
they arc void of watcr^ wine, or other liquor, it is 
but to be crammed bj4m-»full of air j which element 
infinuates and crowds itfelf intor each diminutive 
craony> chink, and pore of groffer fiibftances : So if 
the airy atoms have any hoilowneffes in them, the 
fmalklt vacancy pofTible is ttill fupplied with its full 
mc^iure of the pure aether j and that again with forae 
matter more refined, if fuch there be ; or elfe it 
diinks full draughts of immaterial eflences. And by^ 
fuch a fubordinate gradation, human fouls, thougn 
in themfeives, perhaps, pure incorporeal fpirits, are 
yet faftened and cemented to our bodies. ^Phus is 
one being fucceffively, andcternally, either a fyringe, 
or iponge to another. The elements inebriate one 
another by turns : An univcrfal epicurifm and drunk- 
cnnefs rejgns. 

So the hot ftomach of the earth, parched with in- 
ward mineral tlies, greedily guzzles down the very' 
fait unpalatable lees of the lea, rather tli'4^\ be a-dry 2 
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With a thoirfand thoufand gaping thxoatSyit gulps, 
the beverage which Neptune's deep and mighty cel- 
UuMiins withal. It pants, and fucks, eternally, the 
thick ropy fettlements of the ocean^s bottom. Thefc 
arc diftilled again in hidden limbecks, cylinders, and 
other chemical veffels below, that fo the gaping 
.channels on the. fuperficies, may be. conftanthr fup- 
plied with more refined liquor, through the fpring^ 
snd fountains : And yet the globe, not having 
<jucnched its thirft with this perpetual draught, con- 
tinually fips up the rain, a liquor more fublime and 
pure than all the reft. But this is only on certain 
Widays of fate, when the celeftial powers, the pla- 
TiCtSy itar^, and conftellations, order a Dunalma for 
the vegetable race below, to refirem the herbs, the' 
com, and trees, and banquets froni the clouds. Thea 
the big-betlied tuns above are rolled out of their hid^ 
den ftore-houfeSii and broached ; the conduits of the. 
fipoer region fpout and run with plentiful ihoyvers 
and catara£b of nature's feminal juice, the rsQical 
all-cheering nedtar of heaven. The greedy foil im- 
bibes the &cred ftrong cafcade ; each joyful turf is 
Irolickfome, and fwallows down large Dumpers of 
the eleemofynary wine. Whilft the leaft dry and 
crumbling lump bf the late fainting glebe, hsis drop9 
and fupernaculums enough to revel, on ; till party- 
coloured Iris, the major-domo of thefe yearly fetti- 
vals, perceiving the tender feeds and roots are well- 
nigh fuddled with what at fecond-hand they haveex- 
haufted from the overladen ground, makes her ap- 
pearance in thfj^ouds, inviting all the guefts to a 
fplendid collatron of warm bpams and rays with 
which the fun [jj^inded to regale them, 

A grateful, foit, and chearful noife was heard 
throughout the room before. The earth and air 
were m a merry humour. Well pleafcd with the 
debauch, they would have fat till morning at it, be-' 
ing loth to leav^ their liquor behind them, or change 
it for dry meat. ^But at the fight of Iris every one 
changed countenance ; an univerfal murmur ran 
throughout the hall ^ they were forry thus to be 
M - ^ baulked 
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baulked in the midft of their mirth : Till courtly 
Zephyrs come with their foft compliments, and tell 
* them It is neceflary for their eafe and health : T^hen 
are the tuns and bottles removed, with all the drun- 
ken tackle. The table foon is fpread, and covered 
with a rich courfe of glittering charges fent fropfi 
Phoebus. 

That fponging planet only lives by bantering and 
wheedles. The illuftrious iigure he makes in the 
world, is always borrowed. He never wore a faihion- 
able drefs in his life, but what he took up by tally 
from the firft fource of lights : For which he is 
bound to pay fo vaft an intereft, that he would ne- 
ceffarily become a bankrupt, did he not repair his 
broken fortune, by playing tricks upon the earth.. 
Thus, whilft he mocks this fubl unary world with 
his pretended treats, he makes it p?.y for all witK 
coftly exhalations. He plunders the elements, picks 
the pockets of the earth, and robs' the treafures of 
the fea ; nor can he forbear filching fomething from 
the air ; and when he has ftolen enough, he flink^ 
av\ray in the dark, and flies to the other fide of the 
globe; there to commence new (hams and cheats 
upon the Antipodes. And all the while, the ftars 
are full as bad as he : For like a brave highway- 
mai!, that luminary frequents the public, way of 
heaven by day 3 he robs in open fight of all the 
world, and leaves a generous viaticum where-ever 
he borrows any tiling. But the ftars, thofe little, 
bullies of the fky, are perfedt night-pads, (hop-lifts, 
and (harpers ; tiiey fkulk about in the' dark, through 
all the private alleys of the firmament, and commit 
a thouiand murders, rapes, and ©ther violences. 
Some of their afpefts are as venom6us as the fatal 
eyes of bafilifks ; they carry divers kinds of mortal 
poifons in their looks, which theydifperfe at random 
in this lower world. They ftrew the earth with hem- 
locks, aconites, and other baneful weeds. They alfo 
fcatter up and down the more contagious feeds of 
envy, avarice, and a thoufand black infernal vices, 
which take root in human fouls, at our nativities ; 

aAd 



A SPY AT PARIS. 173 

and growing up with us, 'in time brine forth the fa- 
tal fruits of death. The ugly race of dragons, fer- 
pents, crocodiles, and all the reptile generations, 
^th every thine that is hideous, cruel, and deftruc- 
tive on the glooe, derive their natures, qualities, 
forms, and difpofitions, from feme malignant ftars or 
conftellations, if aftrologers fay true. So do the fcaly 
monfters of the vail abyfe ; ana every bird of horrible 
figure flying in the air. They are all the brood, the 
emifTaries, Ipies, and agents of the powers above, 
fent down on thievifh errands, to prey on other ani- 
mals more innocent than themfelves. 

There is an eternal claufe in nature, whilft every 
thing is either on the hunt or flight. Thus heaven 
purloins from earth, and that trom heaven again* 
'When we are firft conceived, our wandering fouls 
are catched, as in a well- baited trap. And when we 
die, it is but the foul's efcape from one fnare to be 
foon trapanned into another* Perhaps a human body 
may be our prifon again ; or we may be attrafted by 
feme more agreeable embryo. This magnetic ftar 
may draw us up to heaven, or the wide jaws of all- 
devouring Orcus may fvsrjillow us down into the 
hungry paunch of hell ; which God avert, 

•Learned Hali, let not thou and I be too folicitous 
about thefe things 5 for all our timorous forepalh arc 
in vain. But confidering the fecret magnetifms dif- 
perfed throughout the univerfe, and that every thing. 
attra£ls its like, let us take care to qualify ourfelvej^ 
with celeilial habits and difpofitions ; and then we 
cannot fail of bfeing drawn up toTaradife. 

Paris, 2d of the gth moon, 
of the year 1671, 
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LETTER XIII. 

To the Mufti, 

IN obedience to thy commands, I Ihalf now pro- 
ceed, in relating the moft memorable tranfacSions 
of former ages, during the four great monaicKies ^ 
bbfei-ving thy inftrudtions, not to be prolix, or over- 
curious in tracing doWn the particular fucce/lions of 
kings and princes j but rather to relate the actions 
of famous mtn^ the wife- fay ings of the ancients, 
with fuch other, remarks, as may Ije at once delight- 
ful and inftru<5tive. > 

It will be no breach of this rule, to begin where 
I left oft' in my former letter, with the death of Da- 
rius, and fucccffion of Xerxes, his younger f<5n j 
there being fomething of nicety in the plea between 
him and his elder brother Artabazanes for the crown j^ 
for this laid claim to it on. the account of his pri* 
IT ogeniture ; but, in regard he was born before Da- 
riub was made king, the fucceffion was determined 
in favour of Xerxes, who had a double advantage,^ 
in being begot by a crowned king, and born of A- 
tofb^ the daughter of Cyrus, who firft e(tabliihed 
this monarchy. 

As foon as Xerxes was fettled In the throne, he 
fed an army into Egypt, and fupprefled the infur- 
Tedlions in that country. Then he fitted out a fleet 
of 4200 £hips% on board of which were above five 
hundred thputond men. ' He had a land army alfo 
confiding of two millions and five hundred thou- 
fand folaiers, of feveral nations. With this vaft 
multitude he marched againft the Grecians ; and 
to facilitate the voyage of his fleet, he caufcd one 
part «f bis army to dig^a paflage through Mount 
Athos, whereby the fea was let in, and the (hips 
might fail two a-breaft ^ whilit another part of the 
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foldiers were employed iii building a bridge of boatt 
over the Hellefpont. No fooncr was this done, but 
there arofe a vehement tempeft ; which fo difcoQi- 
pofed thofe narrow feas, that between the winds and 
v^aves, the boats which made this bridge were all 
tlifperfed, broken, and caft away. 

• This fo incenfed Xerxes, that he ccNnmanded the 
fea to be fcourgcd with whips, and a chain, to be 
throwrt into it^ as a mark of itHiiturc fubje£lion. 
He alfo beheaded thofe who built the bridge, and 
can fed others to make a new one. 

Here one of Xerxes's eunuchs, and a pftiticula^ • 
favourite of the king, fent for a (Grecian of the 
Ifte of Chios, who had formerly deprived him of 
the evidences of his virility. And the old man^Kn-* 
ing with his {qns to wait en this treat courtier, 
the eunuch caufed him firft to cauratc his own 
fons, and afterwards forced them to do the fame 
by their lather, in revenge of his own lo(s and 
dilgrace. * • 

From hence Xerxes marched with his army by 
the place where once flood the famous towil. of 
Troy, went in pilgrimage to the tomb of king^ 
Priamusi where he facrificed ten hecatombs of 
bxcn to the ghofts'of the ancient heroes^ and to 
the divinity <)f the river Scamander, which his fol- 
diers drank dry ; and yet half of them had not 
quenched their thirfh 

After this, he came to the Hellefpont, where taking 
a furvey of all his land and fea-forces, which covi^r- 
ed the Hellefpont, and all the neighbouring fhores ; 
and contemplating the Ihortnefs oT man's fife j and 
that of fo innumerable a multitude, not one (hoUld be 
aKve at an hundred years end, he wept bitterly. 

Then having facrificed to the fun, for the good 
fuccefs of his expedition, he caufed all liis army to 
|>a6 over the Hellefpont by his bridge of boats ; after 
which, they drank their way through another river, 
which had l\6t water enough to fatisfy half his men 
and cattle : For his army mcreafed all the way, by 
theaccc^Aoni of foldiers out of every nation through 
I 4 which 
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which he pafled. Yet Leon idas, king of Sparta, 
with a fmall body of 4000 Lacedemoniansr, gSLvt 
battle to the whole arniy of Xerxes, And in a iea- 
fight at SaJamis, the Perfians loft coo fliips, with a 
confiderable part of their army ; which, with other 
difafters, or ficknefs, famine, &c. fo terrified this 
great monarch, that he pofted back again as fail as 
he could, by the way ot the Hellefpont, which he 
crofled in a poor fiflier-boat all alone, leaving Mar- 
donius to purfue the wars in Greece, But an iU 
fate attended their arms ; for at Platea the Grecians 
fet upon them under Paufanias their general, and 
routed the whole army, killing above two hundred 
thoufand of them upon the fpot, and burning their 
camp and navy. 

Xerxes, hearing thejfe ill tidings, fled towards his 
own country ; and by th,e way fet nre to the temples^ 
of the gods of Babylon, and other parts of Afla, 
fparing none but that magnificent fane at Ephefiis, 
which was renowned throughout the whole world. 

About this time died Pagapates, the faithful eu- 
nuch of Darius, Who had pafled feven whole years 
mourning at the tomb of his mafter. 

I muft not omit the treachery of Paufanias, the 
Lacedemonian general, who held a private correfpon^ 
dence with Xerxes. And having been twice ac- 
cufed of treafon, and as often acquitted, was the 
third time difcovered by a boy, whom he kept as 
his minion ; and by the fentence of the Ephori was 
ftarved to death. 

Thou haft forbidden me to augment the bulk of 
thefe hiftorical letters, with glofles, or remarks- of 
my own, or elfe it were a proper occafion to put 
thy holinefs in mind, how great a value ought to be 
fet on a faithful man ; and let nature itfelf plead my 
cxcufe for entrenching on thy orders, whilft I vin- 
dicate myfelf from the calumnies of the envious j 
and beg of thee to reft aflured, That no man oxi 
earth can be truer to his truft, than the Arabian 
flave Mahmut. 

" Biil 
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But ta return to Xerxes. He was unfaithfully 
dealt with bv.the captain of his guard ^ who, by the 
affifHnce of*^ Spamitres the king's chamberlain, and 
£sv^n other confpirators, killed him in his bed with 
bis eldeft fon Darius, and crowned Artaxerxes in 
his ftead. 

To him fled Themiftocles the Athenian, who was 
fufpe£ted a partner in the treafon of Paufanias. The 
king received him into his favour, and inade him 
^vernor of a province, adding the gift of five great 
cities, to fumiih him with money for the expences 
cf his table and wardrobe. And this the king did^ 
•not as a reward or encouragement of treafon Jfrom 
"which he knew Themiilocles was free, being lalfely 
accufed by the Athenians) but he heaped thofe 
honours on him, as a debt to the merits of that 
once illuflrious enemy, now become a friend, and 
{efjdng fbelter in the Perfian kingdom, from the 
barbarous ingratitude of his own countrymen ^ 
who, for all his eminent fervices to Greece, could 
think of no better acknowledgment than to put to 
death as a traytor^ the braveft and wifefl captain of 
that age. 

Not long after this, the Perfians loft two hundred 
ihips in a fea-fight ' with the Grecians, and were 
routed at land by a flratagem of Cimon, the Gre« 
cian gencAl, who after the naval vi^ory, put his men 
on board the Perfian veffeb which he had taken, and 
apparelling them in the garments of the Perfun cap* 
tives, landed them near the enemy's camp in Pam« 
phylia ; who taking them for friends, funered them 
to enter their trenches without jealoufy ; and fo wer^ 
all flaughtered except a &Wy who eicaped by the 
fwiftneis of their horics.. 

Abbut this time, Pericles was made prince o£ 
Athens,, of whom 1 made mention in my former 
letters. And Themiftocles being made general, of 
the Perlian army,, and fent againft the Grecians, 
rather than fight againft his country, or betray 
the caufe of his new mafter, became a voluntary 
>i<5tim to bis pwn integrity and homour ; 1* or, 
* I 5 lacri- 
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iacrificing a bull in his march, be drank off ^ 
bowl of the blood, and fell down dead at the foot 
of the altar. 

The next war the Periians were encaged in, was 
with Egypt ; where, in a battle near Memphis, thew 
loft an hundred thoufand mm. But fending freu 
recruits, they dried up die iiver Nile, where the 
Athenian fleet, confederate with the Egyptians, lay 
at anchor. Which fo amazed the Esyptians, thait 
they made their peace with them : ^ And the Athe- 
nians fet their own fhips on fire, in number 20(V 
^nd returned home with difgract, when they had 
been fix years in Egypt. And after this, a peace 
was concluded between the Periians and thofe of 
Greece. And in the fifth year of the 8th Olym- 
piad, which foon followed, there was an univerfal 
peace throughout the world, which continued till 
the firft year of the 87th Olympiad, at which time 
bevan tms Peloponneiian war. 

In the 4th year of the 8Sth Olympiad Artaxerxea 
died, and his fon Xerxes was invefted with the 
crown. But at a year's end, being overcome with 
'wine, and falling afleep at a pbce where no guard 
was ki^tf his brodier oecundianus, with the hdp of 
^ euniK^h, nmrdered him, and took the gov^nment 
en himfelf. He alio was foon after dilpatched by 
his brother Darius. * ' 

X over-run whole Olympiads, without mention* 
ing any thing, fa^ the tranfa^tions which* made 
moft noife in thofe times. B«t I am unwilling to 
flip the reign of any king, though I fpeak but t^a 
words of it, that fo thou mayeft have a perfoSt idea 
j^£ their fucceffion. 

During the whole feries of Darius^s reign, hi* 
Hory mentions nothing remarkable, but is -taken 
up in relating the little quarrels, and reconcilia* 
tions of feveral provinces in Greece, fome private 
treaties between the Perfian governors of Lefier 
Alia, and thofe of Peloponnei'us, and the over« 
tures of peace between the Lacedaemonians and 
ahe Periians, the end of the Peloponnefiati wa^ 

with 



r 



A SPY AT PARIS. t^q 

with ilich other pafla|;es a3 would be too tedious Tor 
a letter. 

^ I will only rehearfe a memorable faying of I)a^ 
ritis, on his death-bed, to his eldeft fon Artaxerxes» 
who was to Aicceed him in the throne. The prince 
beine afliired by the royal phyficians, that his fa- 
thers end drew near, thus addrefled Darius : * My 

• father, fince.it is the will of the gods to take you 

• from earth, into their own blefled fociety> and 

• that you have been pleafed, with tiie confent of 

• the nobles, t6 declare me your fucceflor in the 

• kingdom, tell me, I befeech you, by what me- 

• thods of polity you have governed this empire 

• thefc nineteen years, that fo I may follow your 

• exaniple/ To whom the king repfied. ' My foiu 

• be affiju-ed, that if my reign has been blefleo with 
' greater fucceft and peace than thofe of my pre- 
** w:cin>rs, it is oecaufe in all things I have ho- 

• ntmred the immortal gods, and ck)ne jufticc to 

• every man.* 

As ibon as Aftaxel-^ces was ^jofleffed of die crown, 
he fcnt for his brother Cyrus, and put him in ma- 
nacles of goldy with defign to make him privately 
awiiy ; but, at the interceflion of his mother, here- 
leafed him again, and reftored him to his govern- 
inent of Lydia. 

About this time, Plato t^e philofopher, being 
very young, gave an early fpecimen of a ripe wit> 
in Comforting Antimachu^ the poet, who' loft the 
^land in a conteft with Niceratus, at the Lyfan- 
drian feaft. For when he beheld the poet extreme- 
ly vexed at the Ignorarlcie and partiality of Lyfander, 
Who knew not how to diftinguilb between his lofty 
meafures, and the flat rhimes of his anta^onift ; 
Plato bid him be of good courage : * For, laid he, 

• his ignorance no mote diminiihes thy knowledge, 

• than a blind man's miilaking thee for another, 

• would deprive thee of thy fight.' 

When Cyrus was returned to his governnient 

he plotted to depofe his brother ; and to win Ly- 

liander to his party, he prefetlted him. with a (hip 

i built 
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built all of gold and ivory. . Alcibiades, the fa- 
mous Athenian captain, perceiving this, defigned 
to give Artaxerxes notice of his brother's treaibn : 
But by the way, he was murdered himfelf by 
fome (oldiers hired for that purpofe by Lyfander ^ 
who yet durft not fet upon him in the day-time, 
when he was armed in his own defence, but in 
the night fet his houfe on fire $ and as he was 
cfcaping through the flames and • fmoak, theyv 
lyine in ambufh, fhot him dead with arrows. 

However, Artaxerxes quickly became fenfible of 
his brother's defigns ; and raifine an army of nine 
hundred thoufand meii, gave him battle not far 
from Babylon. In the fi^ht he was wounded by 
Cyrus ; but, after a hot difpute, Cyrus \iras killed^ 
and Artaxerxes got the viftory. 

Parifatis, the mother of Cyrus, to revenge the 
death of her fon, caufed thofe that wounded him 
to be killed with lingering torments ; and inviting 

Sueen Statira, the wife of Artaxerxes, to a.feaft, 
le divided the bird Rhindaces afunder with a 
knife, poifoned on one fide, and gave the venom- 
cd part to Statira, eating the other herfelf. Upon 
which, the queen died in horrible anguifh and 
torture. 

The famous deeds of' many heroes are alfo re- 
corded, during the reign of this Artaxerxes ; as 
of Agefilaus, king of the Spartans ; Iphicrates, 
J^harnabazus, Tii&phernes, and Tiribazus, Per- 
£ans ; with Conon, the Athenian. But fearing to 
intrench on thy patience, I content myfelf with 
ionly mentioning their names, and fo finifh my let- 
ter with the conclufion of Artaxerxes's llfe„ who 
died of grief for ' the death of his fon -Arfames, 
whom Ochus, his brother* had caufed to be mur- 
dered out of envy and jealoufy^ becaufe his fa- 
ther doated on him. 

If I have not anfwered thylR^Vpedlation in this 

letter, blame not me, but the hiftorians, from whom 

1 have coUeded thefe pafTages^ or accufe the men 

cf that age, that they did not perform greater 

3 * ' adions* 
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a£Uons. However, in the nextthou (hf^thear-of 
the birth and life of a greatprophet, even Alexan- 
der, the conqueror of all Afia. In the mean time^ 
I plunge myfelf in the ideas of the duft thou 
treadeft on, and fbrinking into ^ abftra£t of humi- 
lity, I bid thee adieu. 

Paris, 2d of thegth moon, . 
of the year ,1671. 



'The END of the Third Book. 
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BOOK IV. 



LETTER I. 

To Peftcli Hali, his Brother, Mafter of the 
Cuftoms, and Supcrintendant of the Ar- 
fenal at Conftandnople. 

IKndwr not well, whether it is my part to be 
forry or glad, when I hear thy fon is wild 
and prodigal ; that he^ is amorous, and very 
much addided to frolic with women, wine, and 
mufic 5 that he frequents the baths, and play-houfes, 
on piupofe to make fome intereft for his love, 

that 
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Aac lie may fonictimes get a fight of beaudKuI la- 
I dies,, and luTe tlie plealuie of Deing admitted intOi 
their company ; that he haunts the fociety of fi>» 
. reign merchants, the faoufes of Chriftian ambafla- 
dcnrs, and infinuates himfelf into the^cquuntance 
and iamiliarity of all travellers who make any fi- 
gure in the Imperial city. 

I proteft, it feems difficult in my opinion to de^ 
termine, whether thou thyfelf hall reafon to be 
grieved at all this, or not rather to rejoice, as at a 
preii^ of his future good fortune, fince it is a mA* 
oifeft argument of the greatneft of his foul : And 
let that akme to work out its own way to happi^ 
aefi. Never chedc a genemus fpirit : For fuch are 
full of ^die Divinity. They are eagles, the lions» 
the kings and princes of the earth. Their veins 
flow with facred blood : Their nerves ftrut with 
the milk of Paradife. A thou&nd excellencies po(^ 
fd& their hearts, and ten thotifand perfections tdce 
root in their brains. WhaCever of precious is (cat« 
tered up and down hi tjie elements, meets in their 
aocompliflicd nature, as in an epitome, or rich 
compendium of the brighteft ^ncesj an extract 
of aii that is valuable, good, and' lovely in the 
luliverfe. 

Be not difcoumgbd to fee thy fon amorous of wo-* 
men : It is a fign of a good nature. And he is look- 
ed upon as a monfter, or degenerate perTon, who 
feels no warmths or p^ffions for that lovely fex. Wo- 
men are fent into the world, on purpofe to blow up 
thofe gentle flames within our brealts, which fubli-* 
mate our mfler mould, and make us more refined. 
Love is a mcred frenzy of the foul, a divine madnefs^ 
elevating a man up to the pitch of a Santone, and 
rendering htm the care 0^ the benigner demons. He 
is every where fafe ; having the favour of gods and 
men^ as the S^man poetexpreifes it : 

* Quifquis amore tenetur^ eattatufque fiieerque.* 

And 
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And had it not been for thy own experience of 
this noble paffion, thou hadft not had a ion to com- 
plain (^. 

. Perhaps it makes him expenfive and coftly in 
his manner of living. He would, no doubt, ap- 

6;ar gay and polite in the eyes of his miftrefles : 
e would be generous and magnificent in his en- 
tertainments, liberal to his friends and acquaintance, 
charitable to all perfons in diftrefsv And canft 
thou really blame him for putting in pra&ice fo 
n^any amiable virtues ? Is not this better than to 
fee him of a fneaking, fordid temper, addided to 
avarice, and other ignoble vices ? Remember thy 
own genius when thou wert young ; what a pai^ 
fionate delight thou tookeft in travelling : Vet 
.this could not be maintained without great charges. 
Confider therefore, that it is thy own, blood, 
running in the veins of thy fon, which prompts 
him to a noble way of living. And do not thou 
imitate thofe fathers who, by their fevertty, teach 
•their children to degenerate, * inftead of making 
them better, or -more reformed. They frighten, 
them from the paths of innate virtue, for the 
lucre of their gold, take abundance of pains to 
Inftrudt them in the methods of covetoufncfs j ^ 
if that alone were the zenith of wifdom and vir- 
tue, whereas it is in truth the. very iink and femi- 
nary of all vice* 

. I will relate to thee a ftory which I have heard 
in Paris, which has fomething in it very fingular 
and remarkable, concerning the zSt&ion, and care 
of a father toward his extravagant and prodigal 
JTon. This, old gentleman had a fair feat,, about 
ten leagues from this city, which had belonged 
to his family for the fpace of five hundred yearis* 
His yearly revenue was very confiderable ; and 
haviifg only one fon, he gave him 4Jie - liberty of 
managing half his eftate, when he came to the age 
i>f.aae and twenty. years* . 

This 
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This young fpark being of a high fpirit, was fo 
far from harfcuring any thoughts of frugality, that 
he could hardly brook the neceflity of living within 
the compafs of his allowance. He addi(^ed himfelf 
to gaming, drinking, and other lewd courfes, which 
in a fhort time confumed his means, and reduced 
him to great ftreights. 

About the fame time his father died, and left him 
the remainder of his eftate, giving him all the in-? - 
ftru6ticns that are ufual in mch cafes ; and amon^ 
the reft of his fage counfels, he charged him, if. it 
Ihculd be his misfortune to become a bankrupt ^a* 
gain, fo as to be forced to fell his eftate, that he 
would at leaft not part with that houfe, which had 
been fo long in the poffeifion of their family : Efpe- 
cially he conjured him to referve one particular 
chamber for himfelf as long as he lived, which wa^ 
the fame where he then lay a-dying : * For this, 

* faid he, will be a fan<9:uary for you, when you 

* have no other place of refuge in the world.' 

After the old man's deceafe, his fon fell to his for- 
mer courfe of life ; and, to make fhort of it, in 2| 
few years fpent all his patrimony ;• even that verv 
houfe itfelf, which he was forced to fell at lafl: 
for an undcr-price, to fupply his prefent necefli- 
ties. However, he obeyed /his father's laft injunc- 
tion ; and, in the fale ot the houfe, made articles for . 
the perpetual claim and ufe of that chamber to 
himfelf. 

It was not long before he had confumed the mo-^ 
ney which he had received for the houfe : So 
that now his laft fupport was gone. He tried to 
borrow of fome of his friends and acquaintance : 
And in charity they fupplied him at firft with 
fmall fums : But when ^ he often prcffed them, 
they grew weary of him, *and denied to part with 
any more. - 

The difconfolate gentleman^ overwhelmed with 
grief and melancholy, returns to his chamber^ 
hoping to find fome eafe in that private recefs^ 

where 
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whert he might at Icaft have the privilege of vfent- 
ing his forrow in fighs and tears. 

we prfcd away fomc time in this dejcfted condi- 
tion, when at knth he caft his eyes on an old trunk 
which flood in the corner of the chamber, and 
which he had fcarce ever regarded before. An odd 
curiofity prompted him to rife and look into this 
trunk, perhaps not fo much in hopes of finding any 
relief there, as to divert himfelf and pafe away the 
tedious minutes. * And yet it is natural for people 

* in great c^amities and misfortunes, to flatter theni- 

* felves with the imagination of unexpcaed rfeiiefs, 

* and to catch at every the leaft glimpfe or Ihadow, 

* that feems to prefage any good.' Be it how it 
will, he fell to rifling the trunk, but found nothing, 
ikvc a parcel of old rags and papers, with other 
remnants and fragments of filkj linen and velvet, 
the relioues and fpoils of his father's wardrobe. This 
was no Dooty for him : However, he ceafed not his 
fcrutiny, till he had quite emptied the trunks when, 
to his no fmall albonifliment, he found thfefe wo^ds 
^n the bottom : ' Ah, prodigal f hafl thou fpent all, 

* and fold thy houf^ f Now go and hang thyfelf. 

* There is a rope ready provided for thee in the 

* beam of the chamber.^ 

The young gentteman looking to the ceiling,'ahd 
feeing a halter harife there, being fattened to an iron 
ring, was ftnick with foth a damp, that concluding 
at was the will of fate, that he fhould fulfil the 
words he found on the bottom of the trunk, he im* 
mediately took a chair or ftool, and placing it juft 
under the rope, got up and raifed himfelf upon it, 
that fo he might the better reach the defigned in- 
ftrument of his death. 

He ftood «ot long mufkig : For life appeared nov/ 
infupportaWe to him. Wherefore puttmg the hal- 
ter about his neck, in the height of defpair he kick- 
ed the ftool away ; When behold, inftead of hang- 
ing there, he fell to the ground, the weighty fwing 
of his body having pulled out a piece of fquarc 
timber from the beam, being that part to which the 

ring 
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ring'Qiacsfaflened. Im^sediateiy lie was like to be 
<>v«rwhehned, and buried' ali\^e in a great heap of 
gold, which came Ihowering down npon him ont of 
the hollow place \^hich his father had contrived 
on i^urpofe m the beam, to put this kind farcafm 
on his fon, now fufficiently mortified by fo many 
forrows. 

In a word, this made b deep an impreilion on 
him, that he grew reformed, buying all his eftate 
back again with part <^ the money ; and employing 
the rell in merchandizing, grew to be a richer man 
than his father, or any of his progenitors. 

Dear Pefteli, tEy fon is generous and witty : . It is 
thy part to reclaim him by methods agreeable to his 
nature. For ruggednefs and aufterity will make him 
but the worfc. 

Paris, 5th of the i ith moon, 

of the year 167X. , 



LETTER 11. 

To Codorafrad Chctck, a Man of the 
Law. 

♦TTERE has happened an accident of late which 
xTx teftifies the zeal of the French for their reli- 
gion, as well as it difcovers the ralh and unwarrantr 
able fury of a bigbtted defoerado. This perfon was 
one of that feft they cal! Hugdnots, of whom there 
arc great multitudes in France j and they are diame- 
tric3ly oppofite to thofe of the Roman faith in thieif 
principles, and the manner of worfliipping God j yet 
are tolerated by the State, to prevent the inconve- 
niences of a civil war, and the efFufion of human 

blood. 
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blood. The king chufing rather by clemency to 
win them to his party, than by a fevere execution 
of the laws in force againft them, to compel their 
confcience^ in matters relating to God. 

Yet many men are of opinion, that this royal 
condefccnfion will, not have its defired effedt, upon 
a ftubborn and ungrateful fort of people j who, in- 
ftcad of being obliged to fidelity and obedience by 
fuch indulgent favours, are apt to' interpret them 
as arguments of the king's impotence and difability 
to punifli thofe that refift his authority, and to 
harden thcmfelves the more in their fadtious info- 
lence : As it will appear by what I am going to re- 
late of a certairi religious Furiofo, a Hugonot by 
j>rofeifion. This fellow coming one day into the 
great temple in Paris, which they call Noftre Dame, 
-makes up directly towards the priclt, who was ce- 
lebrating mafs ; and waiting a convenient feafon 
to execute his purpofe, juft as the prieft was ele- 
vating that which they eiteem the facramental body 
of Jeius the Meffias, above his head, according to 
cultom, that it might be addred by sal the congre- 
jiaUoA-i'thk-rufian ilept to^him, and ftriking the 
wafer out of his hand, trampled it under foot, and 
then aiTaffinated the prieft with his dagger. 

The whole: affembly were aftonil&ed at fuch an 
unexampled attempt. They flood ftill like ftatues 
fgr a wiiile, and fufFered the villain to pafs through 
the Ihrbng; till he came to the very gate of tne 
, temple : vVhen beginning to rouze out of their 
ftupefadtion, fome ran after him, and fo he was 
feized, and carried before the next cadi, or judge ^ 
of criminal caufes, who condemned him to have 
his right hand firft cut off before the gate of the 
fame temple, where he had been guilty of this af- 
jjaiEne and prophahation, and his body prefently 
afterwards to be burnt aJive. Which was* accord- 
ingly executed* 

But not thinking this a fufficient. expiation of the 
di&onour done to God, the archbiihop of Paris 

com- 
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commanded prayers to be made, which they call 
the oraifons of forty hours. ' He appoint^ alfo a 
folemn proceffion ot all the clergy to the temple of 
Noftre Dame, to cleanfe it trom the defilement 
which (according to their belief) it' had contra&ed 
by this impious action. The feveral companies of 
the city likewife attended thefe ceremonies in their 
robes of honour, to teftify their devotion. 

Thou wilt not conclude me an Infidel, or fay 
that I undertake the patronage of the Roman reli- 
gion, if I condemn this fellow as a martyr to his 
own prefumption and arrogance. The Romans 
and Hugonots are alike to me, fo long as they are 
equally enemies to the meflenger of God. hut it 
is not decent or wife, neither good manners nor po- 
licy, to affront the eftablifhed religion of the coun- 
try where a man lives. It was fu£cient that this 
ruffian and all his brethren had the liberty of ferving 
God after their own way. It was an unpardonabib 
immorality to difturb the lawful priefts of the na- 
tion, efpecially in fo barbarous a manner, in th^ 
very height of their myfteries, the midft of their 
daily lacrifice, at the altar of their God, where they 
proiefs to immolate, after a tranfcendent manner, 
no lefs than the bodyr and blood of the Meifias. 

Doubtlefs, all nations are zealous for their reli- 
gion, and we MufTulmans fhould not fcruple to p«t 
to death a head-ftrohg Giafar, who would prefume 
but to pollute our facred mofques by his uncircum- 
cifed prefence j much lefs fl^ould we fpare him, if 
he attempted to offer any violence to a true be- 
liever, as he was adoring the Eternal Unity after 
the way obferved by our fathers, and commanded 
by the Prophet. And . though thefe Nazarenea 
are worfhippers of images and pid^ures j though 
they adore that, which to all outward appearance 
is but a piece of bread j yet the precept of Mofes 
ought to be regarded, which fays, * Ye fliall-not 

* blafpheme the Gods of the nations whither ye go 

* to.dwelh? 

Venerable 
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ionak, or feme other fpiritual trektife. With cye^ 
cail up to heaven, or butnbly fixed upon the groun4^ 
and mimic poftures of their hand^, they ad.dc^' 
votion to the life: Yet, in their, hearts, perhaps' 
arc ftudyin^ iidw to circurmvent ffieir neighbours. 
. Go to thefe^peWoife fortnftrlidlioit in any doubt* 
fill cafe, tYnsf ^mM Titotr^.tHee with fer-fetchcii:^ 
terms and crabbeid 'proolemS ; with formal a(^ 
pe^s, and tediotis cirtumlocutions ; ftroking their 
beards, and ii^hing fiom deceitful breafts, they 
-will induftrioufly amufe thy four with dark aenjg-' 
"mas, and trapan thy fenfe in fnares of infignih- 
cant and unmtelligible ' words, ftriving to make 
thee believe they arethe pitklocks of the eternal 
cabinet^ if not the pi*ivy-<6unfellors of heaven : 
Whereas the way of piety is plain, and circum- 
fcribed with certain noted boundaries. It is hard 
indeed for a bewildered traveller to find the nar- 
roweft gate, and firft avenue of .this fac/ed path, 
amongtt fo many gorgeous glittering portals ever 
ilanding open, and inviting men into the fpaci- 
ous fields of vice. But when he has once enter- 
ed the obfcurcr pafs, he has nothing elfe to do, 
hut go dire<aiy on, without turning to the right- 
hand or the left, only regarding the fixed land- 
marks of eternal truth, invariable reafoh, and 
found morality. To fpeak plainly, a man's duty 
is comprehended in a few eafy rules ; and he that 
gx)es*to render them difficult by knotty thorny 
gloHes, throws ftumbling-blocks before the feet 
of true believers, and interrupts theiV pilgrimage 
to heaven. 

My friend, if any pious fcruple trouble thee or 
me, let us henceforth be our own cafuifts ; and not 
by blinfl implicit faith enflave our fouls to men 
. perhaps more ignorant than ourfelves. The law is 
pdain and pofitive in neceffary matters. What need 
we feek to entangle ourfelves more ? 

If we perform our oraifons at the appointed hours, 
^hat matter is it, v^hether we obfervc the fix tradi-^ 

tionary 
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ti^naiy poftures, or no ? We that are illuminated| 
iX only fpeak of flxch. As for the phlegmatic dull 
i multitude, 'tis fit they fhould be curbed with difci- 
|dine, and made to obferve the nice pundilios of 
obedience. What (ignifies the bid verfatile turn 
of the head, from one fide to the other, as if we 
thought to catch the prophet peeping over our 
^ ihoulders 7 Or, where is the fenfe of the profounder 
rnvftery of poring on our fingers with extended 
palms, as if we were at fchool, and ieamin£ our 
alphabet ; or imitating the clowniih nifties of Ar- 
menia; who, as they work in the fields and vine- 
yards, will make a dial of their hands, a gnomon of 
aftraw, and lofe an hour in ftedfaft gazing on their 
dirty fifts, to know what time of day it is ? Then 
the myfterious refting of our hand upon our knees, 
with other formal ceremonies f What are they ail 
but an eternal difciplfaie, confirmed bv ancient cuf- 
torn, and obferved for order's fake ? This need not 
trouble thee or me^ whenever we have occafion to 
retrench fuch indifferent niceties. 

Nay, to go farther ; if we ihould negle& the 
Hated periods of folemn adoration, compelled there- 
to by ficknefs, travelling, or anv other necefiity t 
be not difconfolate, as if thou hadft been ginlty of 
a mortal fin. Some fujpererogating work of charity 
will cancel ten fuch faults as that: Or at leaft^ 
thou mayeft look boldly im the^face of God. wheti 
at another feafon, on tny knees, thou makeft ample 
compenfation ; or by facred abftinence and fafting, 
difperfeft all roe mifts and clouds of guilt that fat to 
hfavy on thy foul. The times are all alike to him 
Aat is eternal. There is no diftindion of day or 
night with that immortal Eflence who made the fun 
and ftars, and is himfelf the unchangeable fource of 
light. 

So, if we (hpufd addre(s ourfelves to heaven, 
without the ufu^ forms of prayer, or aiiy words at 
all ; we have no reafon to be fad, as if our oraifons 
were ineffeAual and unheard. In the eternal, hifth 
xecefs, our filent vgws and fofteft whifper* of the 
Y<Jl,VU. K Toul^ 
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(quU echo as loud as th« molt bold and noify cla- 
mour of the tongue. There is a rank of fpirits 
among the reft above, on purpofe made to waft the 
fecret thoughts of mortal men to heaven. We can- 
not fail of audience there, whenever we fend the 
leaft ejaculation up, with firm credentials from the 
heart. 

In a word,' believe, my Dgnet, thpt the fu- 
premely intelligent and wile chiefly rejjaids the in- 
tention and fervor of our minds, the habitual bent 
of our fbuls, with the innocent and pious acEiions 
of our lives. *He is not to be moved (unlefs to in- 
dignation) by the vain tautologies of our verbal 
oraifons, the naufeating crambe of devouteft words, 
common to hypocrites and perfons of fincerity, to 
fhe moft incorrigible finners and the greateft faints. 
The humble filence of a he;ut refign'd to deftiny^ is 
a pacific facrifice, atoning for the greateft fins, at- 
trafting choiceft favours, fmiles and beiiediftions 
from the Eternal. This is the difcipline of facred 
love, the rule of perfedl life, the fecret chart of 
, the ele^, whereby they fteer their courfe to para- 
dife. ' 

Which of the prophets was a formal beadfman, 
to number out his oraifons at finger's-end, and of- 
fer up to God a fhort and vain retail of words, in 
recompence of infinite bounties paft, aiid in hope$ 
6f more to come ? , 

When Mahomet was purfued by cruel infidels, 
apd forced to make the wildernefs his fanftuary, 
and hide himfelf within the hollow of an aged oak, 
hedidnot feek to amufe the Eternal with ftudied 
forms of fpeech, and human eloquence, or tire tbe 
immortal ears with a religious lone harangue ^^a^ 
if he thought to enfnare the generd mercy of the 
Holy One, in trains of artificial and elaborate lan- 
guage, or catqh his more particular indulgence, in 
a trap of fubtle rhetoric. The harmlefs faint, 
y^ith heart and face compofed, with felf-denying 
thoughts and looks, flood like a ftatue in 'the 
bleffed afylum : Whilft ,genUe rivulct« of -com- 

. pafliottate 
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paffionate tears trilled .down his checks, his foul 
was pierced with facrcd pity to his tnemies. He 

* fighed, and wiflied, in mort, whatever blamelefs 
piety could fu^geft for him and them. Angels im- 
mecfiately carried the prophetic vows to neavcn. 
His filent paffionate prayer was heard. The cruel 
perfecutors, blinded with impious fury,' ruihed into 
the defert j they iprcad themfelves abroad, and rodd 
at large: One traytor fpurred his horfe through 
thickeft webs. of low-entangled thorns and undcr- 
iv'oods, ' greedy of the royal and majcftrc pfej^ ; 
whilft others took the open paths, hoping to over- 
take the prophet on the flight. They feemed to 
fwim or fly rather than. ride, fuch was the fwiftneis 
of their courfe ; Fierce was the cry, re-echoed from 
the hollows of the rocks and vallies, ' Mecca, for 
* the head of Mahomet/ 5Qme ftumbled ^t tlic 
out-creeping roots of trees, and broke a leg or an 
arm. by a precipitate, fall from off their beafts ; 
whilft others had their tjcs ftrutk- Wind by inter- 
fering twigs. One had his turbant rudely brufli'd 
off, and icalp feveraly fbaved', bV broken ftumps 
of boughs, and rows of knotty branches, placed 

«and bent down by iate, on, puirpoie. to av?nge*the 
apoftle's caufe on fuch a mii(creant as this. An- 
other could not curb his kor^ from jumoing down 
into a deep quarry, digged in the midft oftte wood, 

'where the proud heretic daihed his ikuU and brains 
upon the m^irbde pavement at the bottOQi. So 
^niible and vindictive are inanimate creatui;es, 
.when a good man, a laint, a friend of God, is 
wronged. The , very ftocts and ftonest, and all 
ijie elefnents^ are touched lyith facred fympathies 
3t fuch a time. The frame .^f natur? fi^ls ftrange 
tender paflions, fits and qualms of amorous re- 
gard. And God himfelf, if I may fo exprefs 
myfelf, is rouzed as ffom a trainee | and fnatchingr 
up the weapons of his power and wrath, runs, 
like a. champion, to defend the caufe of injured 
Innocence. 

K z .But 
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But I forget that I am wridng a letter, and tjierf^ 
fore ought to be brief. Befides, what I have laid 
is fuftcient to convince thee« that I have an idea df 
rehgion far different from that which the cafuifb, 
whether mufiulmans or cbriftians, would inq>nnt in 
mens minds. . j ♦ 

If thou canft not tbink^as' lab; L condemn thee 
not. Ufe thy native Freed6ni 5^ but remember, that 
though mens reafons and opinions vary as do thev 
faces, yet truth is homogeneous, uniform, and 
ever of die fame complexion, in all ages and na- 
tions. 

Paris, iftoftheadmc^* V, 

« the year 1672. '/ 



L E T T E R IV. 
T^ the Kaunacham. 

TH E Kins of France has lately made a lea^e 
with the iCing of England, Whereupon the 
people, by way of proverb, fky. That Mars and 
Jupiter are. now in conjundion ; refleding thereby, 
on the different tcmpjcr erf thefe two princes. The 
one debonair and jovial, exceffively addided to wo- 
men and wine, yet not forgetting or declining 
martid affairs, when bis honour or intereft invites 
him» to take up arms : The other feeming wholly 
taken up with the -thoughts of congueft, and en-^ 
Jarging^ his dominiotis ; yet fparing iome time for 
the enjoyment of himfeff, and profecution of his 
amours. .. - 

Howev^, both of them now have proclaimed 

open war againft the Hdlanders by fea and land. 

The King of Sweden, who was before an ally of 

tiie Dutch» h^s pf Ijtte declared himfelf a neuter. 

X And 
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And the Bifliop of Munfter, who is one of the 
£le^rs of the German empire, is engaged in the 
French intereft. 

Thus are fome of the princes and^ftates in Europe 
divided already ^ and God knows how far the 
breach may extend in tim^f . « > 

'Tis not altogether unworthy of remark, what 
dtiTerent fa&ions there were of late amongft the 
Hollanders themfelves, though a republic, pre-» 
tending to greater and fafter union of mterefts than 
what can be found in any monarchy^ Yet thiw 
conunonweaith was rent into three feveral parties ; 
iirhcreof one was headed by the Prince, of Orange, 
the other by John de Wit, and the third was com-* 
pofed of the Commons, without any chief of note. 
. I will not trouble thee with a charaAer of the 
Prince of Orange : He is already known by fame at 
the Sublime Porte. As to John de Witi I can 
give no other account at prefent, but that he was a 
perfon whom fortune had raifed to fuch an eminence 
m the commonwealth, as made him the Prince of 
Orange's rival, and competitor for the fupremacy^ 
Therefore he fought to exclude him from all em^ 
tdovments^and omces of truft, that he might efta- 
blim himfelf in his place. 

The third party^ whom we nuiy call Republicans^. 
Vere of ippinion. That it was not for the honour 
of the ipommonwealth to acknowledge any head ^ 
judeini^ that the eftabliihment or exclufion, the rifi» 
or Tall of the Prince, or De Wit, ought to be ar 
thing indifferent to the ftates ; in regard the com* 
monWealth appeared, in their fight, fufficient to 
fiouriih, under the protection of her own arms and 
riches, without having anynecd of either the Prince* 
of Orange's aififtance, or De Wit's. 

However, notwithftandine thefe animoiities of 
the Hollanders among themielves, as foon as they^ 
found themfelves engaged in a war with two fuch 
potent monarchs, they all unanimoufly chofe the 
rriAce of Orange, as General of their army : Re- 
pnembering the famous a&ions of his fathers^ the 
Klii Pnncee 
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Princes of the- houfe of Naflau, by whofe valour- 
and conduA they bad £^ined and conferved their / 
liberties. On the other. lide, DeWit< having 'ren- 
dered, himfelf odious to the vulgar, was by them ' 
torn in f>ieceft ; fuch a dtftiny oft happening ■• to 
thofe who afpire to raife thcmfelves by unlavtrful 
methods, and who. are ambitious to be the ring- ' 
l^ers of a fadion. j. 

The French call the Prince of Orange a General 
without an arniy } in regard the Hollanders being as -*■ 
yet only upon the dcfenfive, and their towns want- 
ing /ftrong garrifons, .their foldiers are all difpofed 
of this v/ay, fo that there is little or no appearance '■ 
of a field army. * 

This is certain, the King of France is the moft' 
gallant Prince in turope* He pafles from diver- ' 
tifements to the toils of. war y and from the cam-- 
^aign returns to hispkafures again,- Thus 'trs dif- 
iicult to diftinguifli between his labours and rdcrea- ^ 
tionsj his-pleafwres and his bufinef*,- They 'feem* 
to be fo near of kin, tliat he takes equal pleafure in^ ' 
both* 

'Twas but a little before the firft appearances of 
this war, that he and )>is. Queen Were revelling' ki^: 
the J ardens of Chan tilly, whei-e a royal entert^^i^ . 
n^ent was prepared .for. them by night. The court 
attemled them thither 5 and there tht Roman hixwry 
was feen in royal miniature; As ioen as the gates *• 
Vierc opened tnere appeared an artificial diy, fo . 
light was the place made ^ith Har^beaux and 
lamps ; which being well placed among the trees, 
wjth other refined illuminations, adorned with 
duplets of flowers, which pielented the eye with a 
pkafing medley of colours, interfperted with 
oranges, citrons, and other agreeable fruits, tran- 
fported the company with exquifite delights. All 
tO!getber pretty well refembled a foreft in a chamber : 
For die walls not being far from the place where' 
the King fat, were hung with arras, with* a mul- 
titude of lights bumiuj near the hangings; and' 
thcKie was a fpring of vwater in the middle of the 

garden, 
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garden, raifing itfelf after a wonderful manner into 
[the form of a high pyramid ; and falling again into 
three bafons of marble fucceffively, from one to the 
other, made a hieafant (pelade to the courticri« 

Then a moft magnificent collation was ftrvcd up 
with vocal and iniirumental mufic, fo loft Uid 6att^ 
with a fudden dew cooling the air, whkh had a 
fmell like fweet-bryars, as rendered tiie place a 
■ perfefi paradife. After which followed tbc King's 
flipper, far furpaffing the other banquet in all man- 
ner of delicacy and politenefs, asweu as the ftupen- 
dows abundance of diflies. Whoi fopgcr was erJed, 
they were entertained with a flbcw of Ibmediing 
admirable and new in fire-works. But thowh h be 
fo to them, I will not trouHe thee with adetaiptk^ 
of it ; fince thou haft feen far finer and more o^.jt 
at Conftantinople, or whcrc-cvcr the mat Sultan 
kept his refidence, at the time of a dunaima. 

After this, the King went to fisc tiie new fort-fi- 
cations- of Dunkirk, which he had ccdcr'd ohk lorig 
before. And in a little tioe fcJlawed tk» dtclsira^ 
tion of war againft Holland. 

So titings go in a circle from war to jp^aer, from 
peace to war ^ain. Howcrer, dwa ww Ar ketur 
know, by what I have find, howtooompoftthyirlf^ 
m cafe of any difference bu wc ea tae EngKft^ 
French, and Hcrfhnders at tbeSsbifBKpOTte. Goi 
inlpire thee with climadcrical wifilaa^ to a J jdl aS 
difncuRies in their fbted periods. 

Paris, 26tfa of tlie jd mooo, 
of tbe year 1672* 
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LETTER V. 

To Cara Hali» Phyfician to the G|und 
Signior. 

THOU Jiaft borne with a thoufand impeituien- ' 
cies in my letters -, and I know not whether 
what I am now going to write will deferve a better 
chara^^er,. However, 'I feel a fpirit within ine^ 
checking my ftupid mind, in that I was not before 
ienfibleof my error, but miift make fo Fate a recanr 
tation. It is imp^ffibfe for me to refkii on the vain 
and trifling fubje6t$ I have all along entertained 
thee with, and not to blu£i ^t fo grand an over^ 
fight; fince I then fecmed not fo much as to regard 
thy knowledge and pradice in medicines, which 
has exalted thee to the honour of being: placed in 
^the front of thofe who take care of the Grand S|g- 
nior's health. Much lefs did I prefent thee with 
matters fuitable to thy more interior knbwledge, 
and that hidden wifdom, which defervedly ranks 
idiee among the moft perfed and accomplifhed 
mortals. 

In ancient times, theology and phyfic were 
•counted fci.cnces of fuch a. near relation and mu- 
tual dependance, that one couM not fubiift Without 
the other. By phjfic they meant the general fcience 
of nature, othenvift termed magic j which compre- 
hended under it the knol/eledee of the heavens, the 
elements, and ei^ery being within their vaft circum-* 
ference: The motions of fiin, moon, and fkrs, 
their various afpeds, influences and dominions in 
this lower world : The n^ure of: the wind^ and 
meteors, with therr effeifts;: The ylrtues pf all 
plants and living creatnresf a^ aJfo of infenfible 
things^ the metals) minei^, and other fubftances. 

found 
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found both on the furface of the earth, within its 
concave, and in the fea. 

Such zs thole of old, were Apollonius Tyanseus^ 
•with the Magi of Perfiaand Chaidaea; fuch as Hle^ 
rarchus among theBrachmans j Tcfpion the Gym* 
nofophift ; Sudda the Babyioniait ; Ntuna Pompi«r 
lius at Rome } Zamelxideis of Thrace ;. Abbaris tb«L 
Hyperborean; Hermes Trrfmegiftus of Egypt 5 
Zoroafter, the foA of Oromafes King of Baaria^ 
Evantes an Arabian King ^ Zacharias a Babylo* 
nian J Jofeph a. Hebrew j with many others of dif- 
ferent nsitioni-i as^ !2enQterius. Kirannides, Alma- 
dal, Xhet<?l, vA.fchirid,.,-^ Abel^ Ptolemy, Geber, 
ZTabcI, Na;fcjjbarub,.;Tebitii, Aerith, Solomon, Af* 
trophon.'*.|^ipjjarc.hus^ And of later 

date, \kibefcu?, fiiriianied ^h!e,Great, Aotoldus de 
Villa Nova,*. Qu^dan,' Raymond Lwllius,.' with a 
few more not worth the naming. . 
- Theft Q^nfelnplated the fecret force and virtue 
of celeitiiil and uibluaarv things,; the hidden fym» 
pathy between tHem and themyfterious powers o£. 
nature. Then having, by a curious aiul painful 
fcrutiny, traced out the true genealogies of things^, 
caft their nativities,^ and difcovered all their km'- 
dreJ, allies, friends and enemies, knew, by ap-> 
plying, in due feafon, adives to proper paiffvres^ 
how to produce effeds appearing itupendous pro- 
digies to the vulgar, and no lefs tnsu^ Jiuracles t 
Whereas all this is but a pure refultvof.nature^ 
helped ^by human art.^ ,So watches, dial^ clocks 
ana mirrors^ ^ppea^d' at.iirft^; to the ignorant 
world, the efFeds of .magic. Efpecially the fimplo 
natives of America (hewed little more wit than apea 
or cats^ which look behind the glafj to frnd the 
SL&ive figure of themfelves that they faw in it. 

And now I am got ainongft thofe poor Barba-- 
rians, I cannot forget a pailage of a poor Peruviaik 
flave, who beir|g4ent by his bpaniib mafter with a 
baflcet of choice fruit, and a letter to his friend,, 
the filly ignbramus being faint, 1^ reafon of the 
cxcd^ve heat^ his journey being al& tedious, from 
K.5 the 
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^e town of Lima to a village near the mountains 
of Potofi, eat up the fruit by the way, to allay his 
hungry tniril. However, not having fo good a 
fiomach to the letter, he delivered it fafe to the 
perfon to whom it was addireiled; never once 
dreaming that ^ infenfible piece of paper could 
tell tales. But that fifcovering his crime, when 
he came home, his mafter orde^-ed him to the bafti- 
nado, to make him fenfible of itv Then he was 
fent again«on the fam^ errand, wi^h oranges and a 
letter J and meeting with the fame temptation, he 
knew not what to do. At laft, he hid the letter 
under a heap of fand : Wifely conciuding. That 
if it faw him not, it could never betray h^s faft. 
However,. to fecure it froin all means of peeping, 
he fpread his mantle over the place, and then 
fell roundly to his banquet, thinking he fbould 
now have no accufer. In fine, he eat up all the 
oranges, and was worfe .bangqd for his pains than 
the time before. 

Generous Hali, thou feeft I am fallen into the 
fame error for which I made apology at the be- 

f [inning of this letter : But thou can'ft eafily forgive 
uch crimes as thefe. Suffer me only to relapfe 
thus, far, that I may mention the mathematical 
magicians ; fuch as Archytas, who made a woode^ 
jiigeon to fly ; and Albert the Qreat, who taught 
a brazen head to fpeak; not forgetting him un*- 
known by name, who gave to the flatues of Mer- 
cury voluble tongues and elegant languages, by 
whofe mechanic art a brazen ferpent learned to 
hifs, and birds of the fame metal, with other helps, 
put-vyed the nightingales and .thruihes in their 
melody. 

I will not omit the execrable pra&ices of necro- 
mancers, or fuch as inyocate the dead, and, with 
nefandous cerenionies, rites and facrifices, call to 
aid infernal fpirits,. bind them in . cryftals or fome 
other vehicle, and then adore -them as the ancient 
Romans did their Lares and Penates. Thefe are 
tfeeir oracles, which they confult in all emergen- 
cies , 
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cies, and, by their Ifelp, work wonders in the 
world ^ foretel things future, and reveal th« 
ilioft renibte and hidden fecrets, whether paft, or 
prefent. Nor is this a fable, oranoid- wife's talc j 
for, unlefs the experience nations of the earth bad 
Cound fome real evils frqn^ wiziarcls^ magicians and 
'witches, they would not have maoe fo fevcre law& 
sigainft them, as to aim at their extermination fronn 
the earth. 

TS^either need we adniire,' that women are as much' 
suidi£^ed to thefe curfed vanities as men, fince they 
are natural y mpre iftqui^itive into fecrets, and leis 
cautious of jbeing iqSjpofeij fipoh ; t\\ef are prone ta 
fuperftition, and from their infancy bred up, to ob- 
ferv^ their dreams, their moles, arid other marfe. 
upon -their bodies ; tdiey covet all the depth of pal- 
mi Itry and phyfxognomy, befides a thgufand other 
Uttle follies. > . . . 

If they meet 9^ man in, the ftreet at firft going, 
out, they are ejicouraged, and take it for a fign of 
their good fortune, ;bu,t if one of their own fex; 
encounters them, they curfe, the undefigning fe- 
jnale, and fetturn h(M?ie again ^ they obferve fatal 
days and nights, and certain critical hours, wherein, 
they try experiments to know their future huf- 
Bands J they brew enchanting philters for their . 
lovers, and intoxicate them with liquors, wherein 
young hugian Cupids have been boiled with herbs^ 
as powerful to efteft their wiih as thofe that Circe. 
or Med^a, knew. In fliort^ there is no fpex:ies oF 
fortilegy, or divination, which vain and young 
maidens arc ,not pratSlifed in : Which has a fair 
difpofition, or introdudion, to the blackeft kind of 
magic. . , » 

But bleffed are they, O pious and moft learned 
Hali ! who, being profoundly fkilled, . <\nd daily 
converfant in the fcience of nature^ have never 
tainted themfelves by any unlawful commerce with- 
fpirits unclean, infernal, and enemies to God.. 
Tlicy are divine magicians, haviiig celcftit : cha- 
raders, the hidden name of God imprinted on their 

fbuls^ 
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fouls, whereby they are able to attrad the angeb^ 
and make the nighell fpirits obey him. 
. Hall, God grant that thou mayeft be one of tbii 
venerable and nappy number ! Farewd ! 

Paris, 5th of the 4th moon, 
of the year 1672. 



LETTER VL 

To Orchan Cabct, Student of the SdenCes, 
^d Penfioner to't^e Grand Signior. 

IT has been a lone time-fince the Chriftians have 
openly publiihed libels aninft our holy law- 
fiver, and the book which he received from the 
ands of Gabriel, oneof the chief princes of heavtiu 
. They afiirm, for an undoubted truth, Thai Maho* 
met himfelf compofed that volume of light, by the 
help of Neftorius a Ofariftian Monk, and Aboalla 
a jew I and that it is but an artifical medlejr^ a 
hotch-potch, or gallimaufry of Pagans Jewifll, 
and Chriftian principles, cunningly fuited and 
blended together, in order to gain pxofelytes of all 
religions. 

I proteft, by the veneration I owe to the eternal 
Goo of heaven, that I. really bdievethe alcoramto 
be of divine original. Such is the inimitable ele» 
gance of the ftile, the brightnefs and force of its 
reafonsand aivuments, the wonderful and charming 
contexture ot things hiftorical, moral and divine, 
that all the writings in the world beiide feem to 
be flat and Infipid, compared with this facred and 
ftupendous pande^l of wiifdom. Yet, I muft coq- 
fcfs, 1 know not how to anfwcr die accufation of 
ihej^azarcnes, becaule I have never read any Muf- 

fulman 
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fulman treatlfe that undertook to refute theib calum^ 
liicsy which makes me apt to think there is .none 
fiich extant ; for I have made diligent enquiry^ dif* 
^tourfed with feveral learned dodors of our law, but 
can gain no fatisfa£Uon in that point. 

Perhaps our fathers^ in former ages, were igno- 

nmt how the mefienger of God had been traduced 

by the Chriftians, or if they knew it, yet they dif- 

dained to anfwer fuch malicious lyes. And. as for 

thefe modem times, the zeal of religion is grown 

too cold amonj; the true believers; every one is 

carried aw^iy with felf-love, whilft no man will be 

at the pains to defend the truth. Or manifeft the 

errors of our enemies : Befides, it is now impoffible 

to diforove wha^ they fay concerning Neftonus and 

Abdalja, unlefs we could produce authors, of un- 

4|ueftionable authority, who lived in Mahomet|s 

time» and fo could give a more exzSt account of his 

Hft than thoie that came after them. 

However^ if we confult conrnion leafon, we 
fltall .find it very improbable, that three men of 
fttcb contrary principles, as a Jew, a Chriftian^ 
and a 'Pagan^ mould all voluntarily aeree and jump 
in one defisn of brewing their fevoal religions to- 
gether, aaa[ drawing fudi an extraft from them as 
could fuit with neither of their parties fingly, and 
was like to have all of them together for its enemies 
and perfecutxH^ : There was' no ground for them to 
expe^ the x:onverfion of any Jew^ fo long as thd 
Alcoran aflerts Jefus, the Son of Mary, to be 
^^ the tmie Meffias^ the Word ia^d Breath pf God, 
Worker «f ^ Miiaeles^^ Healer of Difeafes, - Preacher 
of heavenly Dofbine, and ejKmplary Pattern of a 
perfed lyife ; denying that he was crucified, but 
affirming that he a&emied into Paradife.'^ Whereas 
the Jews call him an execrable impoftor, magician^ 
fediic^r of the* nations ; and finally, by wav of ex* 
trcme deiifion, 'they jf cb» ;him» ** .Tl» Man that 
was hanged on a TtreeJ*^ < . \ 

Neither was the Akoraa dike to find any better 
entertainment among the Chriftiaos> for this laft 

reafor 
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ricaibn; In that it denies the crucifixion of the 
Mcffi'as, which is the T>afis whereojci all the fuper^ 
ftru£lure of their religion is. built : 'Tis the angular, 
ftone of chriftianity. Befides, they could never be, 
reconciled to polygamy, circumciiion, aboliihing o£ 
Images and pictures ; nor to a great many other 
things which the Muflulman law enjoins. ^^^- 
daily they could never brook the denial of the Tri-, 
nity. . >, 

And^ for the (ame reafqn, this fuppofed patched 
form of religion would hav€ been as little welcome, 
to the Gentiles, in that it took from them tlie naAiU 
titude of their gods, and afTerted the unity of the 
Divine Eilence. So that, all circumftances being; 
weighed, it appears that the Alcoran, fince it has had, . 
fuch fuccefs m the world, could no^ be forged by; 
thof^ three, nor con^pofed' by any human pen^ but 
is of divine original. Befides, had there been fu(:h 
a jtriumvirate known in the cafe, the^Cor^i's.of 
Mecciu and other mortal enemies of Mahoniet and 
his do4^riiie, would not have fpared to upbraid. him 
with it : And if they were not known, to the Ara- 
bians, who were converfant with him, how came 
tjt^e Chriftians to be informed of" this private cabal* 
who were altogether ftrangers to Mahomet at that 
time? 

Confider well thefe things, and thou wilt have no 
reafon to give credit to the calumnies and lying afn 
Bcrfions caft on the apoftle of God by unbelievers 5 
but being more and mcnre confirmed hi the undefiled 
faith, wilt glorify God, who has guided thee in tji/e 
right way, and not into the way of infidels, and 
thofe with whom he is difpleafed. 

Orchan, as thou art endued with great learning,, 
I counfel thee to employ it in d^efending the cauie 
of the prophet who could neither writo nor r«ad. . 

Paris, 15th of the 6th moon, , 
of the year 1672. 
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L.E T T E R VIL 

To Hamety Rds EflFendi, principal Secretary 
(rf the Ottoilian Empire. 

HERE has been hot work this fummer in th^ 
. weft. The King of France has made fuch 
fwift and large, conauefts on the Hollanders, that 
they have h^dly had time to confider their lofles, 
aiKl die number of their towns ^len into their ene- 
mies bands. 

It always falls out fo, when this monarch go^s .ia 
perfon to the campaign^ as he did this year. In a 
very little time he took ^urich, Orfey, Rimberg^ 
Vezely Rees, Emmerick, and many other places^ 
Yet this fucceis was allayed with the death of the 
^ Duke of Longueville, who fell a vidim either to 
his dullnefs or temerity, in not bearing, or not 
receiving die cries of the enemy, who demanded 
quarter, as the French were paffiAg the Rhine. He 
was (hot with a mufket-bullet : And the Duke of 
Enguin, his coufin, very narrowly efcaped; for 
' they were both jointly engaged in the fame a£Hon« 

The dei^th of this prince is 'much lamented, not 
only l)y thofe of his family, but by the wh(^e court 
and city^ as being in the flower 01 his time, having 
iignalized his valour at the (lege of Candy, the con- 
queft of the Franche-Compte, and other warlike 
expeditions. And they difcourie as if he had beea 
defigned to ftand candidate for the Poliih crown. 

I am the more particular in this relation, be* 
caufe the enterprise of the French King, in paffing 
the Rhine, is looked upon as one of the moft hardy 
and bold that ever was taken in hand. In all the 
hiftories of thefe parts, there is not one example 
of fo furprizing an expedidon. And the fuccefs 
anfwered their expe^dons: For die Holland^ 
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woe extremely daunted and difheartened by thflu 
nefft of thefe exploits. In a little time Arnhdm 
and Nimejruen were reduced to the Kind's obe- 
dience, with the fort of Skin, and towns ot D*Oef- 
burjgh, Bomel, Zuthphen ; Deventer, the metrar 
polls of a province, with Weifet, Tongres, Ma- 
leick, Dortemain, Elbourg, Woerden ; Arnheim^ 
anodier capital city« with many more places, too 
t^ious to be rehearied. 

In a wonL fuch are his expeditious marches, hi^ 
ikge counfels, his never-failing fuccefs, that the 
people think it not flattery to call him a fecond 
Alexander the Great, Tamerlane, Scanderberg, 
Scipio, Hannibal, and all the great heroic namer 
in the world. 

To fpeak the truth, the Kings of France have 
all along made an illuftrious figure in the world i 
Uki their famous exploits in war, with their heroic 
aAions in times of peace, afford fufScient matter 
for the higheft panegyrics, without an occaiion of 
Jiyperboles, which made one of the Roman Mufti's 
in a letter to the King of France, thus exprefs 
himfelf: * By how much the royal dignity tran- 

• fcends the ftate of other men, fo far is the mo- 

• narchy of France exalted above all the kingdoms 

• in the world.' Pope Urban IV. faid, that the 
King of France was as the momin^-ftar in' the fir- 
mament of princes, brighter than aJl other kings^ a 
perfedgod on earth. 'Tis aflferted by znother au- 
thor. Ijiat by the King of France's fhadow the 
whole world is ruled. And fuch was the cftc em 
that Pope Clement had for this Monarchy that he 

granted a hundred days indulgence to every one 
lat prayed for the King of France j to which Pope 
Innocent IV. added ten days more. 

'Tis a maxim in theSalique law. That the Krng 
of France never dies. But this indeed is altogether 
as true in Spain; Great-Britain, and odier h^redi^ 
tary kingdoms, till the fucceifion fails : For then it 
degenerates to an eledive monarchy, or otherwife 
into ariilocracy ; or laft of aJI» intodemocracy, or a 
republic But 
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But France is yet free from thefe i>ainted formt 
"<»f flavery : Her King$ are mafculine and vigorous ; 
her C^eens chafte and fruitful : There never wants 
an heir apparent to the crown ; and this fecures the 
nation from a thoufand calamities which attend 
dedive monarchies, and more pq;>ular forms of 
^gOY^nunent. 

What injuftices, cruelties, maflacres, and all 
manned of public grievances, were complained of 
in Rome, after Caaudius Caefar had bought the 
empire of his foldiers ? What bickerings between 
thfs fenate, the people, and the armies ? Each 
p^ity would have an Emperor of their own chofing } 
one province was emulous of another: So that 
ibmetimes there have been twenty or thirty Empe- 
rors together, all claiming the lovereignty. And 
when mere were but two, fuch was the obftinate 
and ftrong difpute between them, that they have 
been forced to (hare the empire equally, as the. 
only means to prevent its utter diflblution. Henctf 
fprung the firft inftitution of collegues in the em- 
pire : And this was the root of thofe fa&ions and 
divifions, which increafin^ and growing up with 
time, branched forth into fmaller fchifms ; till at 
length, by the ambition of fome, the misfortune 
or careleffiiefs of others, or at leaft their want of 
power and courage, that mighty empire was can- 
tonized, rent in pieces, and clwinaled into that 
narrow dominion which it now poffeffes under the 
tutelages of the Houfe of Auftria : And there appear 
ho hopes of its ever beinc; reftored again to its prif- 
tine grandeur, unlefs tne Bourbons, with their 
growing fortune, fhall crown the eagle with a 
chaplet of flower de lys, and change the feat of 
the weflern monarchy from improfperous Vienna to 
all-conquerine Paris. 

In a word,Ilenryiy • began the defign, LewisXIII* 
carried it on, and this prefent King has fo far im* 
proved it, by his matchlefs fortune and courage^ 
that, in all probability, this or th^ next age will Tea 
h brought to perfection. 

Accom* 
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' Accomplifli'd minifter, I bowmyfelfL with abtia^ 
dance of interior veneration, to the dolt of thy fedt^ 
I afFedtionately kifs the border of rfiy robe, aikl bid 
thee a devout adieu. 

Paris, 14th of the 8th moon, 
of the year 1672. 



LETTER VIIL 

To William Vofpel, a Reclufe of Auftria. , 

TH Y letters make me very reftlefs and rnqui- 
fitive ; thev awaken new doubts and fcruple* 
iii my brcaft, initcad of removing or fatisfying thc^ 
old ones. Frcfli queries ftart in my mind 5 and 
the more thou labourcft to fatten me m thy narrow 
ftiperftition and bigotted zeal for the infallibity of 
the Pope and the Roman church, the loofer I grow. 
My foul is like a wild in the wildernefs, that tofie$ 
lip his head, fnuffs the ahr in indigipiatioa^ ^nd^ 
fcorning the bridle of fcrvitude, neighs for joy at 
his native liberty, fcampering at large through the 
folitary wafte 5 nor can he be wheedled by humaft 
craft to lofe his beloved freedom, or change it for a 
tame captivity. 

I have revolved in my mind the ages that are paft, 
and the years of untraceable origin. I have exa- 
mined the times suid feafons of «ie world rfscorded 
in hiftory ; from Adam to Moles, from Mofes to 
Jefusy and from Jefus to thefe prefent days wherein 
we live. ' After all, J find that the memoirs of for- 
fner tranfaftions afe covered with great darknefs ^ 
yef there are not wanting fome glimmerings of light 
to direil *a diligent mind, ana impartial lover of 
truth.. * . - , - 

' - Jcfui 
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■ Jcftis th^ fon of Mary, was of the ftock of Abra-* 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob. He was educated in the 
l^tw of Mofes, which he obferyed in all things to a/ 
tittle : And in his life-time he faid, * Think noli 
* that I come to deflroy the law, but to perfe<ft it.* ' 
His apoftles obferved the fame rule, and in all; 
things were ftrid obfervcrs of the ftated precepts ; 
So were the primitive Chriftians, even to the keep- 
ing of thd Jewilh fabbath, befides the firft day.of^ 
the*week, at>pointed foir the public celebration of' 
their own niyft tries. They abftained from Wood,; 
^nd from things ftrangled, and from all unclean' 
meats, and fuch as were facrificed to idols : they* 
had no images or pidures in their cJiurches^ cha-- 
pels, or* oratories : In fine, they obferved all the . 
neceflary purifications, and adored one God with. 
unity of heart, and- lively faith, and good* works*. . 
Whereas, thou feeft, the prcfent Roman church 
follows quite contrary maxims ;' they give the lye 
to our Lord's own declaration, and pofitively fay, 
that he came on purpofe to abolifh the la\v, and in-^ 
trodute an univerfal liberty^ that we may now as 
freely banquet on the blood of flain beafts, as on 
the milk of the living, and eat of fwine's fieih, and 
dtiier abominable food, with as little detriment to 
our fouls, a$ oh thd flefh of laihbs, or other clean 
creatures afcllowed by the law of God. How can: 
thte hang t6gether, or be credited by any rational 
nt«n i 'lis no^ wonder there are fo many Liber--' 
tines and Atheilb in the world, when they find 
chriftiahity to be a meer heap of palpable contfa- 
didrons. 

To this thou wilt anfwer, according to the com- * 
monr rule of Divines, that, during' the primitive' 
times, riie Apoftles, and all other Chriftians. ob- 
ferved the law of Mofes for fear of giving fcanaal to* 
the Jews, of whom great numbers -were converted* 
te the Chriftian faith, when they faw that the fol-* 
Idwcrs of Jefu« did not deviate fjrbm the inflitu- 
tions of the feniors, the itatutes of the ttDufe of 

Jacob; 
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Jacob; But that afterwards, when the gofpd was^ 
preached £ur and wide on the bcc of the earth, ana 
that many of the Gentile nations were brought over 
to the church, it was no longer neceflary, for the 
£dLe of fo contemptible a people as the Jews, to 
Xcandalize all the reft of the world, and impofe on 
them a yoke which they wei« not accuftomcd t0 
bear, and whidi wt>uld tempt them to (hake oflT 
chrimanity itfelf, rather than fubmit to fo intcde* 
nble a burthen : Therefore the church, to facilitate 
as much as in her lay, the converfion of the Roman 
empire, which then extended itfelf .over the greateft 
part of the earth, accommodated her injun^ons^ 
precepts, manners, and ceremonies of religion, to 
the prefent humour and mode of thofe times : And 
whereas the Gentiles eat of all meats indifferent, 
fo they were taught that this was agreeable to the 
iffUl of our Lord Jefus, who came to refcue men 
from the flavery and bondage of Mofaic fuperili- 
tions. 

By the verv fame rule they introduced the ufage 
of images ana pidures in their churches ^ and the 
veftments pf the priefts^ the ornaments of the 
altar, the tapers, lamps, mcenfe, flower-pots, and 
other religious gaieties, were rahipned according 
to the patterns they received from the priefts of 
Jupiter, Apollo, Venus. Diana, and the reft of 
the Heathen deities. Hence the feftivals of the 
gods and goddefies were turned to holy-days of 
iaints, and temples before confecrated to the fun, 
incon, and ftars, were afiefh dedica^ to the 
apoiUes and maityrs. Thus the very pantheon 
itfelf in Rome, or temple of all the gods, in pro- 
cefs of time, by an ecclefiaftical dexterity, waft 
converted to the church of All-Saints. In a word, 
chriftianitY, in all things, feemed no other than 
gentilifm m difguife. And it muft be thought a 
pious fraud, thus to wheedle fo many millions of 
linners into the boiom of the church, whether they 
would orno. 
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Oh ! FatherWilliam, doft thou not bliifli at diefe 
trivial excufes, for the manifeft violation of the 
laws of God ? Can man be wifer than the Omni* 
potent ? Or will he prefume to corre<Sk the wayd of 
him that is perfed in knowledge ? Is the true reli- 
gion to be propagated by imitating the idolatrous 
^ites of Infidels f Or by proftituting the iacred in- 
tundions of heaven to the caprices of human po« 
licy? Did ever any wife lawgiver condefcend to 
alter and new-model his laws, to humour a peevifli 
captious fubjed i Would he add or diminiih any 
thine for the fake of gaining a fad^ion or party ? 
Ano can we think that God ever defigned, or can 
be pleafed to have his divine laws garbfed and mixed 
with prophahe induleencies, difpen&tions, and a* 
mendments of mortals ? As if he had been ignorant 
what he did, when he divulged his ftatutes, an4 
wanted the counfel of bis creatures to help him out 
at a dead lift. 

Was that tendernefs to be only fhewed totl^e Jews 
for a time ? And were they for ever afterwards to be 
fcandalized J In vain does the chur<;h diaily pray ftr 
the converfion of that people, whiltt by her doc*» 
trines and daily pra£tices, ihe hardens them more 
in their infidelity. The £thioi}ian Church is a 
ftanding witnefs againft her to this day, where the 
Chriftians, from all antiquity, even from the times 
of the Apoftles, have kept that part of the law of 
Mofes which relates to cleannefs and uncleannefi^ 
and prefcribes die choice we are to make of meats 
jtUowed to be eaten, forbidding thofe that are exe* 
<:rable, and an abomination. Hence it is, that there 
are more Jews converted to the Chriftian belief in 
that country, than in any other part of the world 
befides. . 

It was, in mv opinion, to begin at the wrong 
end, thus to negled the.falvation of the Jewsi, our 
elder brethren, from whom we received the oraclea 
<if God, and run to profelyte the Gentiles by fuch 
prepofteroui methods^ as rendered us Ia a manner as. 

m^uck 
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much their converts, as them tmrs : -Since due ihuf. 
fled our religions togetfier at random, and made** a 
lotteiy of divine and human mfKtutions, exch^g- 
ing one fpedes of fuperftkion and idolatry for ian- 
. other 5 bartering Jupiter for Peter, and Mars for 
Paul ; Venus and her Cupid, for the Virgin Mary 
and her child Jefus. A God for an Apoflle ; and a 
demi-god for a martyr : Whilft the law itfelf, which 
is the foundation and main prop of true religion, 
lies negle^fted and trampled under foot. 

The Chriftians of the Eaft feem more cxcufiMe 
than we : For, though thw are riot fo pundunl in 
ohferving all the niceties of cleannefs and uhclean- 
nefe, meats, and drinks, &c. as thofe of Ethiopia ; 
yet they will not tafte of blood, or any thing ftrang- 
led : And their ecclefiaftics abftain from all manner 

' of fle(h, during the whole courfe of their lives. 
They obferve alfo many purifications, and whote- 
fome rules of life. Whereas we of the Latin ChurCh 
t¥allow in all manner of filthinefs like fwine ^ and 
blefs ourfelves as if we were the only true Catholics, 
the Eled of God, in the hieh road to heaven. I am 
at a lofs what to think of thefe things ; neither c^ 
I ever hope to fee the Jews converted till thefe 
etkncea are removed. ^ 

There is a rumour fpread up and down of the 

; wandering Jew. I fuppofe thou haft heard of fucha 

-m^. He is now at Aftracan, and preaches every 
«w4ierc, that .there will be a reformation of Chriltia- 

vnity after the year 1700. That the Tewsihall be con- 
verted ; and all this to be performed by the admirable 

•|;ffts of an Englifhman, who fliall reftore truth to 
Its primitive luftre and integrity. They fey, he will 
caufe the images and pidures to be utterly deftroyed, 
and the law of Mofes to be kept, fo far as relates to 

.cleannefs and uncleannefi, &c: That in his days 

•the Temple of Solomon *fliall be rebuilt, and ffie 

wworkt fliall put on a new face. * 

Father William, I would not have thee dtfpife 
diefe'tbings^ fmce they have been long foretold by 

Joachim 
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Joachim the Abbot, by St. Methodius, by NtAra- 
damu^ tlie French Prophet, and by many other emi- 
* Jient i>erfoti&, wltofe writi«gs are extant, and mairy 
of their predi£tioas ave already come to pafe. The 
Roman church n^anileftiy ftands in need of a refor- 
• mation : And fince the governors of it cannot be 
prevaflcd on to f^t tiwir hands to fo pious a work, 
we know not but God may efFed it by the mean« of 
a ftraagcr, fome obfcure perftm at preicm, but whofe 
light may fhiile hereafter through all generations. 
• Father Willram, thou .'vrilt pardon the liberty I 
take indifcpurfiHg abotit dfiefe things, and Femem- 
i bw, that it is a work of charity to bear wirfi the 
! impcrtinencies of others. However, I thaii God I 
am out of the purHeu of the Spamfli inquifttion. 
.. ' * . ' ' 

I Paris, ift of the loth moon, 
<of the year 1672. 



LETTER IX. 

To Codabafrad Cheick,. a Man of the 
Law. . ! 

I Have a kinfman by bloody uefiding at Aftracan^ 
in the parts of Mufcovy : His name is Ifouf, a 
man of an ardent fpirit,. and aftive wit ; a greit 
traveller, and one who makes good -tiliat chara^r, 
by the folid rcmarics he has ma& on the moft im» 
portant things in his way, thrcRigh*Afia,Afric, aiid 
Europe. For he is not m the luimber of i^K^e who 
come hc»ne fromfbueign countries, only laden witb 
vanities and triftes. 

From him I receive frec^uent difpatches,* fince 'hig 
being fettled at Ailrracany m quali^ of a merchant $ 

, where 
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where he improves his eftate to great advantage^ 
enjoys the innocent pleafures of human life, wiol-^ 
out fuffering himfelf to be tainted with the vices 
wiiich are unprofitable, troublefome, and bring; ' 
fcandal to .a man's reputation. For fome vices, 
thou knoweft, pafs mto the predicaments of 
virtues, when intereft or neceffity gives an indul« 
gencc. 

There is a mutual intercourfe between my coofin 
and me ; and among other letters which he fends 
me, I receival one latelv, wherein he informs me, 
diat he whom they call the wandering Jew. of 
whom I have made mention formerly in one ot my 
difpatches to the Sublime Porte, is now at Ailracan ; 
that he preaches openly 4n the markets, and at the 
buiile or exchange, not refufing private converfation 
with any that defux it. 

^ There is a great conflux of peoi)le from all na»> 
tions, and of lul religions, to that city. He carries 
himfelf with an eoual indifference to every various 
it&j and' they all feem mightily taken with his 
doorines* Tne chief thing he aims at in all his 
difcourfeis, that there will be, ere long, an uni- 
verfal change of religion over all the earth, and 
that every nation on the globe fhall worfhip one 
God, obey the law of Tefus the fon of Mary, and 
embrace one faith. When he iniifb on diis, he 
fcems to be void of all doubts and hefitations. 
fpeaks magiflerially, like a prophet who has received 
a fure and certain revelation of the thing he foretels.- 
But when any difpute with him, not in fpirit of 
captiou(hefs, but to fift the truth, he fredv cotide- 
fcends to anfwer all their objedions with udid rea- 
sons, and to convince them, by their own princi- 
ples, that it rnuA be fo. 

He (ays, that about the year 1700 of the Chrifiian 
hegira, the invincible Ofmans fhall break down the 
fences of Europe, and (hall overflow all Chriften- 
doQs, like a mighty torrent that has over-topped its 
ku^k^ In thofcaay^ there ihall be great ddblation 
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i» Hungary^ Poland, Germany, France, and other 

[lisKions ot the Weft. Only Denmark, Sweden, 

i Muicovy, and other countries of the North, ihall 

i WCaiMn untouched. But above all other nations, he 

tinysy Italy will be made a perfe<Si wildernefs, her 

cities laid in aflies, her immenfe wealth plundered 

and carried away by the greedy Tartars, Arabiam^ 

and Turks, who will (pare neither age nor fex, 

putting all to the fw:ord, efpccially the ecclefiaftics ; 

none of which fhall efcape the public vengeance, 

<ave three cardinals, fincere and holy pcrfons, who 

Cball fly into England for fan£^uary by the way of 

the fea. 

HThat ifland, he fays, fhall become the refuge of 
ail iiich who can efcape the calamities involving 
the adjacent countries. Thither they (hall AocK 
with their wives and children, and all their v^alth, 
when they fhall hear of the approaching terrors^ 
the prcfent devaftatlons of Italy, and the univerial 
conquefts of the Ofmans : The king of the country 
fiiall receive thofe diflrefled fugitives with open arms^ 
and (hall affigjn them certain portions of land, where 
they may build houfcs and habitations for them- 
felves and thdr families ; there being abundance of 
wafte ground ia that ifland, which they may ma- 
nure and im]»icv^e to their own and the public 
advantage. 

After this, fays he, fhall arife a certain man in 
England from his obfcure center ; a perfon filled 
with all manner of divine knowledge and vfifiom, 
endued with the ipirit of prophecy, of a graceful af- 
pevl and elegant fp^ech, of a compofed gravity, and 
calm addrel^j ; a man mild, innocent, temperate, 
challe, and merciful above the reft of human race. 
People fhall let their eyos fall on the ground, wh^n 
they meet him in the Itrects, even before they know 
what he is ; overcome by the luftre of modefty, 
I grace, and virtue which Ihincs in his countena^uce. 
j A perfon highly beloved of God and man. 
' This man fhall meet the, three fugitive cardinals 

in an hour of d ft ny. 'I'hcn that which lay loitg 
Vol. VIL h fmotncring 
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fmothering fhall fuddenly burft forth into aflame. 
The light of God (hall be dift\;fed through his foul ; 
his heart fliall be like a lamp, and his tongue mall 
utter marvellous things. When he opens his mouth 
in divulging the mylteries of God, his words fliall 
be like ^c iparks ot an eternal lire, kiniiling flames 
of lov-e in the breafts oif the hearers. The cardinal 
JhaU rife from their places, and run to embrace &im. 
V\ council of the chief bifliops and priefts of the 
land fhall be aflembled by the king's order, virhcre 
the three cardinals alfo fhall be prefent; and after 
mature deliberation, with unanimous confent, they 
fliall call for the holy oil of confecration^ and fhall 
anoint him : They fhall proclaim him the great 
Tather vnd Patriarch of the Faithful 5 the Diredlor 
of fuch as would go to Paradife. 
' He fhall fhew them ^ new pattern of the law of 
Jefus the Ton of Mary j or rathvir the old and true 
one, free from the corruptions and errors which 
have been fuperinduced tor many years. Their 
hearts fhall yield as to an oraele, and the king of 
the country fhall approve of their counCel. So fliall 
all thofe of the noble and vulgar, whofe good fate 
is written in their foreheads. As fox* the reft, they 
(hall remain in their incredulity. ! 

This holy perfon fhall reform the errors of all 
the Chriltian churches, utterly abolilhing the ufe 
of images and pictures, convince the Jews of their 
infidelity, and chace away the darknefs of fuper- 
ftition trom the earth, he fhall argue with rea- 
fons fo forcible and cogent, fo clear and demon- 
IVative, that none but the wilfully otfUnatc will 
refifl the truth which he divulges, or oppoie his 
authentic million, Thoufands fhall be converted 
by the dint of his v.ords, and ten thoufands by his 
exemplary life. For he fhall go up and down 
preaching and doing good works throughout Great 
Britain, till the nuirber of his profelytcs is com- 
pleat. . T hen he fhall fend apolUes and mefTengers 
mto Swede! and, Denmark, Mufcovy, and other 
parts of Europe, who fhali alfo convert au innu- 
merable 
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fl^nerabk mukitnde to his law. Foreign princes 
^Aiall fend their ambaiTadors to the king or Gfeat 
•Britain, and to him; for he fhall be at the king's 
right-hand. They fhall enter into leagues and 
covenants, and all the Chriftian princes fhall be at 
linity. Mighty armies fhall be raifed in the North, 
who fhall come down and give new courage tothe 
opprefTed'Nazarenes of the Weft. They fhall all 
take up arms, and chace the Ofmans back again 
to their own country, recovering the wealth which 
they had taken from them. • 

After thTs,T>y*an uhiverfal agreement of the Chn- 
flians, this holy perfon fhould be proclaimed the 
Great Paflor pf tne Church. A prodigious army 
fhail be gathered together out of all the Chriftian 
nations, to condu(Sl him to the Holy Land, and to 
crown hint:in Jerufalem. They fhall vaxlquifli and 
exterminate the Ofmans out of Palcftine, and all 
the adjacent regions. Then fhall Jerufalem be re- 
built glorioufly ; and . the temple of Solomon with 
fapphircs ana emeralds. That city fhall be rixe 
feat of the Chriftian Muftis, this new Patriarch and 
his fucceflbrs, to the day of doom. Then fhall the 
eyes of the Jews be opened : They fhall acknow- 
ledge Jefus the fon of Mary to be the true MciSa$, 
whom they ha\e f« frequently curifed* In a word, 
^he fays, both Jews and Gentiles, people of all na- 
tions, fhall relort to Jerufalem, or fend thither their 
gifts and prelents. It fhall become the miftrefs of 
the whole earth. 

Sage Cheick, this is the fubftance of what my 
coufln Ifouf acquaints m;^ with concerning the vkran- 
dering Jew, and his nev/ doilrines. The cenfure 
9f)vhich I leave to ttiee, who haft a difcerning 
fpirit, and art able pc> diftinguifh truth from an im- 
poftuiC. God only knovvs what is hid in the womb 
of futurity. Every age is pregnant, and brings 
forth fbange- events. Yet when it is over, all 
founds like a dream. The world itfclf is no bet- 
ter ; and i that v/ritj this, am but, methinks, the 
fhadow. of a vifion or trance. I hardly know whc- 
L 2 thcr 
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thcr I am afleep or awake vfhiltt my pen feems «| 
move. Thertiore, it bein^ very Iate» 1 lay it afidj 
Mid bid dice adieu ; praying that thou and I r^ 
have the happinefs, even in this Ufc, to tafte m 
fweet flumbm of Paradife. 

Paris, 7th of the J 2th moon^ 
of the year 167a. 



LETT Er R XIIL 

To Hamct Rcis EfFendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

I Think all the (enftble world are inquifitive into 
the life of cardinal Richlieu. He was the pole- 
ftar of ftatefinen, whilft living : And now he is^ 
dead, his memoirs and maxims ferve as a chart aod 
compafs, by which the politicians fleer their courfe: 
to avoid the rocks and (helves which threaten z 
kingdom, or commonwealth, both in the tempcfe 
of war, and the ferene calnw of peace. 

Thou haft formerly received fome remarks from 
me, on the life of this great minifter ; yqt I am not 
furprized at the contents of thy laft difpatcK, which! 
require a farther account of him. • Nobody caaj 
know too much of a man who was the miracle rf! 
bis time ; and not oply ftartled the wifeft of con-j 
temporaries, by his prodigious actions ; but hi 
uzzled all that furvive him, to trace his foot 



^ 



eps. 

Undoubtedly, France owes to his condu£l all hi 
prefent grandeur, with the hopes fhc has of ii 
creafmg it. To him Ihe is indebted for her cofi 
aucftf m Flanders, Sicily, Catalonia, Piedmont, an 

th 
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the German frontiers. It was he firft taught her 
the cdhipleat way to humble her infoknt neighbours, 
and to lupprefs her rebellious- domeftics. He much 
abated the troublefome weight of a crown, and made 
it fit lighter on the head of Lewis XIIl. WUlft 
cardinal Maxarine, his fuceeflbr in the. prime mi- 
niftry, ading by the feitie'^prbdples» rendered it 
as foft and eafy to the prefent king, as the Grand 
Signior's turbant. In a word, through the efficacy 
of Richlieu's politics, Lewis XIV, is become the 
moft abfolute monarch in Chriftendom* For he 
either undermines or over-reaches his enemies, by 
fpecious treaties of peace, where he is fure tJD have 
tne better on it ; or he runs them down with the 
force of war. To conclude^ he has a long head^ 
and a long fwordj^ which all will confefs that have 
to do with him. And this is the pure refult of Rich* 
lku\ memoirs* . 

Yet after adi, that minifter had his blind fide too^ 
as well as other mortals. Public virtues, and pri- 
vate vices I ftate^perfeAions, and perfonal frailties. 
He ferved his mafter with a zeal and fidelity, with a 
wiidom and courage difficult to be matched ; but h« 
ferved himfidf amr the common nutnner of men. 
He indulged his fiivourite paffions^ which were love, 
jealoufy, and revenge. 

There is a letter of mine reeiftered In the srchive^ 
of the facred Porte, wherein 1 mentioned a parti- 
cular amour of this great prelate. Befides that, he 
had feveral intrigues with the duchefs of Elbeuf, the 
countefs of Soihons, and other ladies of prime qua- 
lity. Nay, there are not wanting fuch as confident- 
ly report, that he had two children by one of hit 
own nieces. And verfes v^ere fpread about on that 
fabjea. 

As he cheriflicd tlysioft inclinaticm to women, (o 
he was naturally jealous of all rivals, whether of htsr- 
love or intereil. He would never fuffisr any man to 
; live, whom he once fufpe£ted to be in a capacity^ 
and to make the fmalleft advances to thwart his de* 
figns. 

L 3 For 
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Fojr this reafon he gave the taoft confidcrable mir 
lltary offices, both by fea and land, to eccIefiaiHcs^ 
who depended on him ; which occasioned a certain 
waggiih poet to pais this jeft on the public ad- 
nviniltration : 

' Un archevec^ue eft admiral, 

* Un gros eveque eft corporal, 

*' Un prelat prefident aux fmatieres^ 
^ Un autre a dis troupes guor^ ierc^, 
^ Un capuchin penfe au comhat^^. 
^ Uh cardinal a ^s fo^a^, • . « 
^ Un autre eft .gei>eraliiSine -, 

* France je croy.qu'icy bas 

* Ton EgJife A magnanime, 

* Milite U ne triqnjphe pas/ 

I it '; * * .» i . > 
RcfleiEiing hereby on the archbifliop Qf BemrcleaiijK, 
the biihop.of Chartajes, the: bilh^; of- .>I antes, ^he 
l>ifhop of Mai)de, father Jofeph^ ^ friar* fi^i^i'itis^ljdp 
Valette, and cardinal Kichlieu.; t;Iie£^ bf ii>g (be.chie/ 
,€Oinmanders of the land aiid feji-fbi^es. : . ; ; 

It will make tjliee fm>le, perhaps^, to read zfk epi- 
taph that was made on ^that.fai^h^^jQli^ph^bQve- 
iiamedi ,who being efteeiped ^4: y.f}xj i^f^mglkSr msui^ 
«ahd lying interred in the fame, too^b ^wi^ anodier 
ffiar named fath^.iA.ngpli,.pFpvok,il4; fome iatiripal 
wit to put this iarcafii^' on blm ; • j :.},-. i] . , • 

* Paflant, n'eft ce pas chofe etrangc, . 
-* De voir diable aupres d'un ange f 

f I believe father Jofeph w»s d>e worfe J^loved for 
beijpg cardinal Kichlieu's confeiTpr. It, was oiiierved 
that he died fuddenly, without confeiTmg himfelf ^ 
which occafioaed anotheir e^itqph to be.tnftde.^^n 
him; 
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* Sous ce tombeau g!t un bon pere 

* Qiii eut tant de difcretion 

* Que pour etre bon fecretaire 

* II mourut fans confeffion/ 

Every body fufpefts the cardinal had a hand ia 
lijs precipitate death, to prevent his telling of tales : 
"For he knew all his fedrets j and the Cardinal was 
known to be with him when he died. It was du- 
ring the 'fiege of Brifac; a city on the Rhine, which 
was theii upon the point of furj-endering to the 
French ; and the news coming to the Cardinal, juft 
as father Jofeph Was-ih his lall agonies, became to 
his bed-fide, and laying hismoiith clofe to the poor 
Friar's ear, cried, ' as' loud as he coujd, ^Courage, 
* Courage, mon'j^eref nous avez pris Brifac !' A 
ftrange cordial for a dying man -, and fomebody 
made thefe verfes on it : 

* Itc cucuUati, vobis fi purpura ridet, 

* Fungitui* inferni munere pontifici/ 

There is another inllance of this Cl^ir^inars re.- 
vengeful temper and his cyuelty. , One day the 
Duke of Orleans, who hatec( him mortally, went 
to his palace, under pretence p£ giving him a vifit^ 
but really witli a defign to nab hiax. However, as 
foon as. he came into .the Cardinal's prefe;ice, hi^ 
nofe fella-bleeding.: Which appearipg to him a* 
an ominous prefagc of what he was going aboutj 
he was ftruck wiili Tome remWfe, and frankly con- 
feffing his defigto to the Cardinal, begged his par-? 
don.' That cunning miniltcr diffembling his re- 
fentments, knowing the Duke was not a man 01 
refolution ciiough to undertake fo bold an aaion,, 
uhlefs he, h^d befen extremely animated by'fome- 
body near him, be prefently refle<£ted oii monfieur 
Puylaurent, the. Duke's chief favourite. Imme^ 
diately he decreed his ruin, and to effeft it with 
more eafe^ he pretended an e>f tracrdinary friend- 
ship to him, offering him one of bis nieces in 
L4 '" mar- 
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marriage. Moniieur Puylaurent, whp {u£pc6ted 
not the train which was laid for him, embraced 
the propofal with much joy, as hoping thereby to 
raife and eftabliih his fortune under the protedion 
«f his potent uncle. , Ia fine, he mamied the Car- 
dinal's niece, but lived not to enjoy her i for on 
the very nuptial d^y^ ^he Cardinal caufed him to 
be arretted and fent pnfoner to th^ Baftile, where 
he was poifoned by a Friar, in a glafs of wine. 
As foon as he had fwallowed the fatal potion, the 
Friar told him, * It was necefl'ary for him to con- 

* fcfs his fins that very moment, in regard he had 

* but a few minutes to live.' Monfieur Puylau- 
rent threw the glafs at the Friar's head, giving him 
two or three fwinging curfes, and then feH on his 
knees to confefEon j which being performed, he 
expir'd. 

Sometimes the Cardinal was very fingular and 
ingenious in the execution of his revenge, as if he 
endeavour'd to perfuade the world that he fulfilled 
the law of the Taiio, which requires an eye for 
an eye, and puniihes by an exad kind of propor- 
tion : As it happened in the cafe of the Dukes of 
Guife, Montmorency, and monfieur de Baflbm- 
pierre. Thefe were the heads of a fadion, which 
diametrically oppofed the Cardinal and his party. 
He was the grand eye-fore, the chief obftacle of 
their defign'd prevalence at the court : Wherefore,' 
if they could but once remove him out of the 
Way, they thought themfelves fure of the King's 
car, in ail things. To effed thi&, they confulted 
together how to difpofc of him, The Duke of 
Guife was of opinion he (hould not be kill'd, in 
regard he was a prince of the holy church ^ but 
that lie (hould be lent to Rome, there to attend the 
proper affairs of the ecclefiaftical fun^tioiK among 
the reft of his purpled brethren : The Duke rf 
» Montmorency was clearly for taking off his head : 
I But monfieur de Bailpmi)ierre was agaifift both 

L thefe methods; * For (faid he) if -he be fent to 

f Rome, he will be always plotting of mifchief 

• againft 
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* a^nft us : And it would be an eternal blemifh 

* to France, if the purple cf the holy church ibou.di 
^ le ftained with blood. Ifet us fend him cloie 

* f rifoner to the Saftile, where he may fpend the 

* remainder of his days in writing learned books.' 
The Cardinal, who had his agents bufy about in 

all parts^ foon was inform^ of this confult ; and 
lie retaliated every man's fentence upon its own 
author : For he banifhed the Duke of Guife, con^ 
fining him to Rome ; he behc2uied the Duke of 
Montmoreiicv, and imprifoned monfieur de Baf- 
ibmpiere in tne Baftile, where he lay till the Car* 
dtnalfs death. 

I could infert a great many more remarks con- 
ccrning Cardinal Richlieu ; but I am afraid of of-- 
fending by tedioufnefs. If thou commandeft me^, 
another letter ihall prefent thee with more varie- 
ties. 

In the mean time, with humbleft obeifance and^ 
re(pc&i I defift, and take my conge, wifhing thee 
a long life on. earth, full of honour ; and a fame 
without blemifii, when thou art tranflated .0 hea*- 
ven. 

Paris, 15th of the ift moon,. 
' of the year 1673. 



LETTER XIV. 

To Mufu Abu*l,, Yahyan, Ptofeffor of Phi- 
loibphy at Fez. 

THOU haft laid a grand obligation on. me by 
thy lall difpatch, whofe learned contents, 
have opened my eyes, or rather drawn back the veil, 
which covered the interiors of Afric fio.*n the view 
of ftrai^gers. Now I ftand^. as it were, on the top 
L 5 'of 
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of a high mountain^ ftfaat^vAebcB Iittkela'.dear 

rofpett of thofe fair regional inhat>i ted. by Blacks: 
furvey the paradifea of the Tonid Zone^ a moff 
fertile and populous dhnatB, tJkough blind anti- 

Suity could not difcem a blade of grafs growing 
lere, nor any of human race fetching their breath. 
My mind revels in perfed vohiptnoufnefs, and 
all the faculties of my foul banquet on the con- 
templation of that moft dek&able fffecin£l of the 
world. Oh, Afric I Thou may^ft he .called the 
Bazeo, or Mercat, where. nature exhibits :all. her 
choicdl; wonders. Thy mountatna aie higher than 
the clouds; their tops are inacceffible; they* ap- 
proach the borders of paradife : On them fall the 
fivers of Eden in mighty catarafts : The noife of 
the precipitate waters is heard afar oiF, like the 
found of remote thunders ; it deafens the ears, and 
aftonifhes the minds of mortals : The ambitious 
under-growing rocks are pnnid of the glorious caf- 
cade, and envy thofe that fhoot up above them, 
which receive the facred flood at the firft hand, 
Jrom the very wings of Gabriel* 

Happy are the valleys which lie beneath, and are 
yearly impregnated by the heavenly deluge. The 
grateful helds and plains^ in humble acknowledg- 
ment, make the returns of com and fruits in due 
feafon. The marlhes of Egypt are as the gardens 
9f Afia, and the banks of the Nile as the fenced 
feminaries of Babylon, fragrant and abounding m 
all forts of vegetable delicacies. 

My heart is ravifh'd with the fpeculations of thefe 
things : I am full as the, moon, and cannot utter 
my lentiments in order. Vifions of Ethiopia, Mo* 
rocco, Fez, and the land of Archers invade my eyes; 
I behold the beautiful provinces of the ibuth in a 
trance; I ftand gazing in ecftacy on the fhady 
groves of Benin and Arder, the haunts of lovely 
demons, the genii of the upper element, who daily 
defcend to thefe refrefhing folitudes, and converfe 
with their younger brethren, incarnate mortal de- 
mons, the fons of men. 

I COR- 
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I conAder^ with, sidmiration, the monfters *of 
Afrlc, the creatures of the fun and (lime. With 
contcmptu&Hs horror I draw near the dens of dra- 
gons ; the purlieu of ci:oa>diles, and other amphi- 
bious anim^Is^ which lurjc among the reeds of Nile 
and Niger^ to trapaa iwitji feigned cries the unwary 
traveller. I . '.*,•.. 

In fine, I am, moved. with fuperlative devotion and 
joy, when I tourfue thy ♦iccurate defcription of the 
princiii^ mQ(c[ue. at Fe^.. Methinks I fee the jflu^ 
peodous • fabrJQ making its lofty advance towards 
heavei^ RIyeyes r^v^re the holy and magnificent 
ftru^ure, qUft^e o^tfide <idc^n?d with ftately towers. 
and.j9iiii«ratSj| and coiver^ng b^ty hundred paces in 
its circuit. • But when my fancy enters i 7 by any 
of the pne-a:,d thirty^gates by night, I am dazzlea 
with the infupportoble fplendor of fo many thou- 
sand lamps, «as burn within .that moft illuilrious: 
temple. I admire, with proportionate veneration,, 
the charafter thou giveft of all the other magnifi- 
cences- iii that ancient and* noble city, with what- 
foever elfe thou fayefl: of the whole kingdom, and 
the adjacent regions. 

In anfwer to thy requeft, I will, in another letter^ 
fend thee a fliort portraiture and hiftory of Con- 
Aantinople ; but now I am interrupted by company^ 
. Befides, my Jetter would be too, long. 

I befeech thee to cherifh that friendfhip which 
thou haft fcitherto fliew^d me ; and let me have the . 
honour of thy frequent converfetion by I^^tter ; For 
though I live ii^ a populous city, yet piy life fee ma 
like that of an owl or a pelican of the defert, ex- 
tremely folitary and dejeded. 

ParU) 19th of the 3d moon, 
of th#-year JQ73. 
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LETTER XV/ • 
To the fame. 

SU C H is the zeal I have to demonftrate how 
highly I vsdue thy friendfliip, that I wouM not 
"fufFcr this poft to efcape without gratifying thy ex* 
pc£tations. I juft now diihuifled my company, and 
naving time enough, will entertain thee with an 
abftracl of what I know to be moft remarkable m 
the ftate of Confhntinople, both at prefent, and in 
ancient times. 

In the jfirft place, it will be convenient for thc« 
to know, that this city was formerly called Byzaq-* 
tium, from one Byzas, Admiral of the Spartan 
fleet, under Paufanias the Kin^ of Sparta, who 
laid the firfk foundations of it. 1 he ftory is this : 

In eld time, the Grecians having a mmd to build 
a new city in fome part of Thrace, and being at 
odds about the choice of a fpot of ground fiiitable 
to fo great and important an undertaking, they at 
laft agreed to confult the oracle of ApoUo. They 
did fo, and were anfwered, * That they Ihould lay 
^ the foundation of the city right over-aeainft the 
* blind men/ For fo the inh^mtants of Chakedott 
were called, becaufe, when they wefe upon the 
fame defign of founding a new city, they could not 
difcern between the fertility of the foil on that fide 
the Propontis where Conftantinople now fbnds, 
and the barrennefs and defert itate of the ground 
where they built, on the other fide. 

Paufanias therefore bufying his mind about thefe 
things, and pitching right upon the fenfe of the 
oracle, caufeo the foundations of the city to be laid 
f xadly over-againft Chalcedon : And wb^n it was 
finifhed it was called Byzantium, as I have faid, 
from Byzas, who had the overfight of the work. 

It 
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It retained this name many years and ages, flou* 
riihing in a hi^h degree among the other cities of 
Orccce and Thrace, being efteemed the gate of 
£urope and Afia, by which, the mutual commerce 
oi both thofe quarters of the earth was interchange-* 
ably held up. 

But after the days of the Meffias, there aro(e an 
£mperor of Rome, whofe name was Conftantine. 
This prince, as it is recorded in BLoman hiftories, 
faw a vifion in the air, when he was at the head of 
his army, marching againft Licinius, and pre* 
paurine to give battle. He and all his foldiers he^ 
held ue figure of a ciofs, with thefe words plainly 
engraven m the firmament, ^ In hoc figno vinces.' 
Conftantine took this for a good omen, and caufed 
a ftandard of filver to b^ made exa£Uy after the fame 
form ; to which he appointed fifty ftandard-bearers, 
to carry it by turns, and to guard it : For it was 
exceedmg ricn, being embofied all over with rubies, 
diamonds, oearls. and other precious jewels of the 
Orient. He built a pavilion alfo for the glorious 
idol ; and being inftruded in the Chriftian law by 
Eu^bitts, Pamphilius, and other learned Mollahs, 
he was at laft luptized by Sylvefter the Pope, 
:;!rhis great Monarch, as the ftory goes, being 
; vcyy pious, and having conceived a protound vene- 
• T$Bapn for rope Sylvel&r, left him the dominion of 
. R^Bie^ and a great part of Italy, whilft he removed 
- 4|ife^ imperial court to the eaft, and took up his refi- 
' deuce at Byzantium, which he augmented with innuf- 
^ ' nimble ftately edifices, ftriving, if poffible, to equal 
it with the majefty and grandeur of Rome, He 
icollefled whatfoever was precious and beautiful in 
all the eaft, to adorn the city withal : Witnefs the 
. palaces of fuperb archite&ure, the admirable height 
and form of divers obelilks and pillars, all made of 
marble, porphyry, or jafper ; not to infift on the 
prodigious ftrength and nrmnefs of the walls, the 
coftly aquedu^s, with other ferviceable things* At 
laft, that he might confecrate himfelf to immortal 
renown, he called the city by his own name, Con^ 

ftaiitinopl^ 
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ftantinople, or the city of Conftantine : By which 
nanie it is known even to this day. It was alfo 
calkd New Rome, aft^ it once became the jfeat of 
the Chriftian £iitperors : In whofc pofleffion it re* 
maiined till it was taken by Mahomet XL invincible 
Emperor of the Ottomans, the year 1453, according 
to the epocha of the Nazatenes, on the third day of 
Ae weeic which they call Pentecoft. ► 

It had been a grand negled and ovei^ght in any 
pl^ihee^ fo potent and fxHitic as Ms^omet was, to 
fufFer Aich an o{^>ortunity to efcape 2a fortune of- 
fered him, of taking the moft opalent and gloricms 
eity in the ^vvrld ; 1* or there was an irreconcileable 
fchifm broke fortli between the churches of the eaft 
and weft. There were two or "three Popes, it the 
lame time, quarrelling in Rome for die fupremacy : 
.There was a war of fitty years ftandlng between the 
French and the En^Hfh, whjch unhinged all the 
^xnirts in Europe. 7 he Chriftians had long before, 
^by dear-bought experience, the lofs of many hun- 
irii tho^and men, and infinite iums of money, 
confum'd in thofe vain and rafh expeditions which 
they fan£tified with the fpecious title of the Holy 
War) found, that it was not eafy to wrcft one town 
.of ftrength out of the hands of the tenacicms MuiTuI- 
mans ; much lefs to defend it long, or ikve their 
moft important cities from the fury of a Turlcifti 
reprizal. They were fick and furfeited with the 
vihonary ftuff of Peter the Hermit ^ and all illuiiii- 
jiato's likeJiim, grew out of faftuon. Every prince 
^nd ftate in Weftern Chriftendom began to mind 
their own intereft ; no more enthufiaitic tales of that 
kind would go down : The great ones had opened 
their eyes. 

Beiides, he that was then Emperor of Greece, 
Conftantius JPaleologus, was looked upon by liie 
Chriftians as a tyrant, the offspring of tyrants and 
ufurpers. The Grecians ftill retain'd the black', 
memoirs of thofe horrid and nefandous tragedies, 
a£l;ed by Michael Andronicus, John and Manuel, 
the precfeceflbrs and anceliors of this Conftantine : 

And 
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And thfljr had iiicfa a particifl^r averAon for his go-* 
vcmn^ent^.tib^ tfacH^h th^e were inHoite treasures 
of gold and filver in the hands, olf.the rich citizeA§ 
of.CcBiltabtim^lei, when that . c#y was^efie^/hy 
l^iahontbet !!« yet no maa would part With the lea^ 
fum of money to iupport the p^ibiic caufe j but 
chofe rather,- in a kino of revengeful and defperate 
fuUennefs^ to fall into the hand^ of the vi<i^orious 
Ofinaiis, than to afford tft^ir iMUsed^yereign any 
xelirf. , ' . ; • J , ■ , . , . ' ./.. 

Tb«3 fell that queoii: o( cii;ies^ .the, glory' of ^ 
die tsA^ under tbe.fiQWQi::of our .puiftuir£i^peroi;$^ 
in whofe polleffion it cem^ns to this .day ; V^nd may^ 
it fb remain till the moon ihall be in her ia^'wane^ 
and the fun (hall ceafe to fhiae on the.vm^'ld ! 

In the m^n time^ I will . entertain tb^ en pai^ 
fant, as the French call it, with a fhort^view of the 
chief magnificences in CQimaniui9{]4e. 

That which firft draws Ap admiration of tjrav^^ 
lers, is the glorious ftrtt^iire of San(5ta Sophia^ a 
temple confeccated to the £t«rnal W I S D UM by 
which the worlds were made : Built by the Emperor 
Juftinian. with inimitable magnificence s. though af* 
terwards fpoiled and plundeii^ of its chiefeft orna- 
ments by tne greedy foldiers of .Mahomet IL whom 
I have lo often mentioned^ and fix.partsof it en- 
tirely fubvertsed by fucceeding Emperors. . 

Pity it was, if furious and ill-grounded fuperili«> 
tion wasithe caufe of fuch deplorable ruins. vVhat 
can be faid of thofe who.demoliihed t&e fub-fana 
of the third temple, celebrated in the univerial 
hiilory of the world ! That of Diana at Ephefus^ 
it is true, was the pattern ; yet, it was not much 
beyond Solc»non's boafted fane at Jerufalem, with* 
out iron, pins,, or nails, or oth^ work of the hamr 
- nier, excelled but a. little in the artifice and fym« 
metry. Indeed, th^ luftre of Sion's mofque was 
more radiant and glorious in workmanihip of gold, 
the walls and floor beii^ over-laid with that metal^ 
' and the mof on the outiide.was, as it were, ftuddqd 
with fpikes of beaten gold, fo thick that there was 

not 
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not room for a bird to |>erch between them* And 
this was done to prevent the prophanation of tlie 
temple by their muting on it. 

When the fun ihone in its full ftrength, the co-» 
rering of the temple, thus adorned, looked like a 
firmament glittering with innumerable ihxs. 

But to return to the mofc^ue of Sanfbi Sophia, 
let us conlider it in its primitive ftate, and we fliall 
find fome excellent curiofities : Among the reft, 
there was a candleftick or fconce of beaten gold, 
fo admirably contrived, that it fpontaheou^ fed 
Che bowl» of feven branches with a coniiant fbeam 
of oil. which, by equal meafures. flowM into 
them nrom the hdlow of the fhaft : 5o that, if the 
flame but of one fiiigle one had wanted aliment, 
^ the reft muft have been extinguiihed at the iame 
time. 

The walls of this glorious mofque, within and 
widiout, prefent the eye with nothing but white 
marble, porphyry^ and other precious Itones. The 
roof is of a prodigious height, covered with lead 
without^ but proudly oftentous of its inward cieline, 
which is divided into vaults and. arches, richly 
adorned with golden fret*work, and fijpported by 
pillars of C^^prtan jafper, pureft white marble and 
porphyry. Inhere is a marble ftone in the mofque 
had in great reverence by the true faithful, becaiUc 
the tradition goes, * That on it Mary, the mother 
^ of Jefus, waflied the infont^-projphet's linen.' 

There are alfo, under the molque, innumerable 
vaults, or oratories, full of altars and lefuilchres ; 
but there is no accefs to them, in regard the doon 
ure walled up. 

' In a place ncjt far from theie, you find ten huge 
veflels full of oil, referved there ever fince the days ' 
t>f Conftantine the Great, ytt remain uncorrupted, 
being of c<^ur white like milk^ It is an inexpiable 
crime for any, but the Grand Signior's phyhcians 
and furgeons, to ufe or touch it : And they com* 
pound certain medicaments with it, for the fervice 
of him and bis Serail* 
- - Now 
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Now I remember what I have read in a very au* 
thentic hiftoriany concerning an oil made by ter- 
tain holy perfons, who only had the fccret of it. 
As the ftoiy goes, it was extraded from the leaves 
and chips of wood which are found floating in the 
rivers that defcendoutof paradife. This oil they- 
compounded with other ingredients, and performed 
cures therewith, which were efteemed miraculous. 
It was fent from one prince to another, as a facred 
^nd invaluabk treafure; till at laft it came intp 
the luuids of the eaftem patriarchs, who preiidal 
over the Chriftians of the Greek, Armenian, and 
Egyptian churches^ who pretend to the only true 
myftery and power of making it at this very day« 
And that though the ancient Popes of Rome were 
formerly prefented with a yearly portion of it, to 
long as they remained in communion w^th the pa- 
triarchs of theeaft, yet, after Vi£tor had once made 
thelatal fchifni,- which never could be htoded ilnce^ 
the holy .favour was denied to his fucceiTors ; who, 
inftead of the original genuine oil, were forced to* 
counterfeit it, ufuig a fpurious unguent, to preferve 
the authority of &eir religious lacraments. And 
hence, they lay, it comes to pais that few, or none, 
are ever healed by the extreme un£tion of the Latin 
church. 

God knows whether this be truth or no ; but I 
am apt to diink that the ten jars of oil, before men- 
tioned, which lie under the mofque of Aja-Sophian, 
are relics of the ancient patriarchs of Conttantinopk ; 
who had the fecret of compounding the myitenous 
extrad. 

From the place where thefe •veflels are kept, you 
defcend into the dormitories of royal Ottoman car^ 
cafes, the fons of pur renowned Emperors. From 
thence you pafs into two caverns, one leading di-* 
re^ily to the feraglio, the other extending itfelf under 
die buildings of the city, by a vail long tra<^ of 
ground. I know no ufe there is at prefent of the 
tormer cave 3 but the latter ferves ^r a work-room 
to .certain poor lilk-fpinfters« 

*^ This 
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This letter would be too tedious^ if I ihould de- 
fcribe all the other mofques and buildings of note in 
Conftantinople. Wherefore, not to tire thee, I 
will referve what remains to be faid of that glorious 
city for other dlfpatchcs. 

In the mean ttme, with an affectionate conge of 
my foul, I bid thee adieu ^ praying God to let thee 
crop the cholceft flowers of human happinefs. 

Paris, 14th of the 5th moon, 
of the year 1673. 



LETTER XVI. 

To Hamet, Reis Eficndi, principal Secretary^ 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

^^OW I will perform the promife 1 made thctf 
X\r long aeo ; which was, to prefent thee with ai» 
Idea of die different ftrength and policies of thefe 
Nazarene kingdoms and flates, wherein I will begin 
\fith Gem^aay, which; is, as it were, the lafl re* 
treftcbment of the d/eclioinjj( Roman empire. 

^ The annals affirni, that m the reign of Charles V» 
lyhen the MufTulmans invaded Aulrria with innu« 
niierable forces, that Emperor op{}ofed him with aa 
army of 90,000 foot and 30,000 horfe. Maximilian XL 
W^nt bevondhim, andraifed loo^ooofoot and 35,000 
horfe. Neither was corn dear in fo vafl: an army. 
If is certain that the German Emperor can, upon 
QQpiiion, fend into th^ iield 200)O00 expert foldiers. 
Ijt is nK)reover obferved, that from the ypar 1560 of 
tjie Chriftians hegira, even to thefe prefent times, 
thefe has been no war between France, Spain, ^nd 
like Netherlands, wherein many thoufands of Ger- 
mans havt not ferved, 

c! Their 
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Their beft infantry is gathered out of Bavaria, 
Auftria, and Weftphalia 'y and their choiceft cavalry 
cprae out of Brunfwick^ Juliers, stnd FranlbendaK 
!6Qth foot and horfe fight better, or more fucccff.- 
fiiUy, inan ii^wn plain or field, than 'in narrow co-. 
vert places, fuch as lanes and woods, &c. for they 
are not good at taking advantages of ground, or at 
politic ikirmiihes and cunning ambufcades : They 
nave not patioQce fx> lie long waiting the enemy's 
motions, neith^trare they to divide their main body 
into f|agment$ on detoohmente ; but they^love to 
wedg^e };hemfdves.aUitQg^ether in fonnof^a triangle, 
and (d murch with grave aiid<flDw: pace, that fothey 
may, break tSirough their enemies, and confouna 
their order, which they. efteem a certain ftep'to 
yi£tpry : They fight bcpir alf© under a foreign Com- 
mander^ than a General of tbeicown nation 3 They 
c^nnptefidure thehardlhips afld}:affli£tions cfia long> 
fi^i^ 9 but^.wben ones tfasy^ begin to fmart fat want; 
of pfovifi^nsi they foonxapltul&fie and fuir^der: 
I){ei.dier:, h^ye thjay/ jiiDr^ .patience.- in: a camp,' no 
bear fhe ^i^ries onweaether; but tt»ey make hafter 
to fet upoR the. ensmy^ and .deqide tbs- quarrel in a 
pitched combat^ wh^nsin, if their firft onfet fail^ 
they lpAm'.like:men« ftcqiifiedyaftonilhed, or in. a/ 
tr^Q, ^notiknixwifig' whether diey liafd bdl 4ro reneW - 
tb^Mirault,.:0r;Co.ifly ; and id they qikc %^ diere U^ 
i\o>raIlytng<rthcm«gain:: ♦ Yet'thrfeJ-armjeis are not* 
raifed mtfaoult^a vaft expeace,- nor aftaintoined with-* 
out a greater,: being cumbered with a train of wo^ 
men, children, and .fervants^ wbo-confumc th«k 
provifions of the foldiers, fo that many times they 
ftai " " ' ' 




nam theplclugh, or other rural ^drudgefi^s.; In a? 
word, Ithcy are like the>t i^ers^-phleJmaticS'-JilKl^ 
dull-; havjng this alfo peculiar in 'their Gonftiti*li6n>' 
that at'the iigbt of blood they flifink, and ape rtadf 
to faint: Whereas the Spanifb horfe gather frim 
eoUtagcfiaon^tkis fpcftadc; -* • i- ' (-»— - -• 
Lii:: The 



236 LETTERS WRIT BY 

The Gcnnans alfo have confidcrable forces hy 
feat; but they Mdom make ufe of theihyr unlefs it 
be a^iainft the Danes and Swedes. Befides all thi»9 
tbrir auxiliary armies are not to be forgo^^ whicb 
they leceive from Italian princes, from the Dukes 
of Savoy and Lorrain, and fometimes from the 
trufty Swiflb. 

But there are two things chiefly wanting in this 
empire, amidft all its numerous fopccs: One is, 
umty and concord among d^ fubjeAs ; another is, 
a fin'd refolutton and leadinefi to enterprize any 
thing of moment. Their bans-towns are always 
j«Uous of the neighbouring princes: And thefe 
•again give them occafion to lufped their power, 
and h^ their intereft, which they fo often employ 
aeainft them, by encroaching on their privileges. 
Then the Cadiolics and Protcftants are always 
quaiidling; and one feA of Pioceftants perpetually 
perfecuting another.- Hence it fidls ottt, that tbe 
princes go fo unwiilingiy and rarely to the diets : 
And when they come tiiere, they fpm out fo much 
time in ad)ttftin|[ their private pretenfions, claims, 
and privileges, m perrorminjg of ftate*ceremonies, 
and m ddioerating coocenung the public good ; 
whiUl every one contradiAs ois neighbour, and- 
labours with all his mi^t taeftabl^ his own opi« 
aion, and^t it paftd mto a decree by the fan^iion 
of the diet} that oefore they come to any refdves, 
am expeditious and potent enemy might ruih into 
the heart of the country, and even take all thefe 
northern blockheads pritotiers. 

The German empire is ele&ive, and the power of 
cfaufing Csefar is m the hands of feven princes. 
Thefe are, firft, the Archbiihop of Mentz, Graiid 
Chancellor of the empire, in whofe cuftody are the 
^hives and decrees of the German diets. The 
fecond is, the Archbiihop of Triers^ or Tsevcs^ 
Oreat Chancellor of the empire for I* ranee. The 
third is,, the Archbiihq;> of Colen, Great Chancellor 
of the empire for Italy. The fourth is, the King 
mi Bohemia, Cup-bearer Jto the Emperor. The< 

.fifth 
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fifth is, the Coimt Palatine of the Rhine, Mailer #f 
the imperial, oalacc. The fixth is, the Duke of 
Saxony, Marlbalor Sword-bearer to the Emperor. 
The ieventh and laft is, the Marouis of Branden* 
hur^h. Great Chamberlain, or Treafurer of the 
einpire. 

There are reckoned twenty-five politic Princes or 
Dukes of the empire, fix Mar^uifles, five Lant- 
graves, nine Archbiihops, and Bifhops forty-fevenj 
Abbots who' enjoy the title and dignity ot Princes 
twelve. Abbots or a lower degree hfty-two ; with 
innumerable others, too tedious to be named. They 
reckon, alfo eighty-<two Counts of principal note, 
befides many of a meaner figure. They number 
forty-nine Barons and free Lords, ninety hans- 
towns, and ten circles of the empire. 

In the German ^Itets this order isobferved : When 
the Emperor is placed in the dirone, the Archbifhop 
of .Triers takes his place juft over againft him : He 
of Mentz fits next to the Emperor, onhisrieht-hand^ 
the fecond place belongs to the King of Bohemia; 
and the third to the Count Palatine of the Rhine. 
On the Emperor's left-hand the Archbifhop of Co- 
logn takes the firft place ; the Duke of Saxony the 
next ; and the Marquis of Brandenburgh the third. 

The hans-towns, which acknowledge no other 
Lord but the Emperor, are governed by their owji 
municipal laws and privileges. In fome of them the 
common people bear rule ^ in others, a mixture of 
the commons and nobles ; and many of them wholly 
obey the nobility. 

No man falutes, by the title of Emperor, him 
whom the Princes have elefted to that dignity, till 
he be crowned by the Pope, or Mufti of Rome. 
They .call him Caefar, or King of the Romans, or 
King of Germany, but not Emperor, till the coro- 
nation is finifhed. Nor does the Emperor, even 
after he is crowned and eftablifhed in the throne, 
exercifc an abfolute power in all things ; affairs of 
importance being generally referred to the public 
diets or divans of the empire, where the eleftoral 

Princes 
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Frinc^' ddiberttr all things, oa whom the very 
power of the Emperor himfelf depends. 

Thefe diets arc . very confufed and tedious, in re- 
gard the Princes feldom appear there in their own 
perfons, but fend their ambafladors and deputies, 
who yet have not full power to conclude any thing 
without particular orders from their reipedive ma- 
fters. So that a prodigious deal of time is taken up, 
in fending couriers to inform the princes of all emer- 

S;nt counfels and tranfadions, and in waiting for 
eir cxprefs inftru£tions and anfwers again« 

In a word, confidering the diverfity of interefts 
carried on by the eledoral Princes, their mutual 
feuds and diilentions, domeihc animofities, and fo- 
reign engagements, both on religious and political 
accounts, it is a miracle that this tottering empire 
ftands fo long, and does not fall jto. ruin; efpecially 
being, environed,: and aimoft continually a&kulted, 
by three potent enemies, the King of Sweden, the 
Iking of r ranee, and our invincible Monarch : Not 
to mention the frequent incurfions of the Mufcovites 
and Tartars ; the revolts of the Hungarians, Tran- 
filvanians, Boihians, Croats, and other nations, 
which are counted .members of the German empire. 
But he abounds, in men and money, .with all other 
nec^iTaries to fupport his wars ; tiiere not being a 
more rich and populous region on earth than: Ger- 
many. 

Sage Hamet, when the determined period is come, 
God will abafe the4)rideqf thefe infidels by the hands 
of the true believers : The riches of the weft ihall 
become the fpoil of eaftecn heroes, and the pofterity 
of Shem (ball take:r6ot in the cities of Japhet. 

Mayeft thou live till that time, to triuAiph in the 
glory of the hoiife of Ifhmael, when they ihall be 
exalted more than in the ages that are paft. 

r 

Paris, Qth of the 7th moon, 
ot the year i673. 
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LETTER XVII. 

"To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 

Signior. 

THY memory is like the fmell of incenfe, rc- 
frefhine as wine of Tenedos in a goblet of 
ptire gold. When my heart is almoft dead with 
melancholy ; when I can find no pleafurc in com- 
pany abroad, and the very elements, of which I am 
maoe, frown upon me ; when the time of night 
forces me to come home, fighing, as to a priioh, 
and the hangings of my bed-cnamber look dull, and 
fcem to he painted with horrid tragedies : In a word, 
when every thing in nature appears in an angry 
threatning fit, then 1 think of thee, my friend, and 
that thought relieves me. Thy beloved idea is a 
perfed talrfman, working wonders in my foul. It 
charms, or countercharms, as my occafions do re- 
(j[uire. No fears or griefs, or other melancholy paf- 
iions, dare abide its energy : As footi as it appears, 
each baneful thought is gone ; the troops of fad 
chimeras vanifh like the morning milt before the fun. 
Thou art as a flrong tower or fortrefs, where I can 
take fandluary from my enemies; an impregnable 
citadel, feated on the top of a high rock, from 
whence I can look down with fcorn on my per- 
fecutors beneath, pofTefling myfelf in perfedl fe- 
curity. 

1 dare not fo much as vent my thoughts to aft- 
other, though a Muflulman, for tear of fome unto-^ 
ward coniequence: So induflrious is the malice of 
moft men ; fo vigilant and Itudious for an oppor- 
tunity of doing mifchief. And as for thefe infidels, 
my converfation is for the moft part hlftrionic. f 
am conflrained to aft to the life a very zealous 
Chriftian, and a Catholic ', when, God knows, my 

heart 
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heart keeps not time with my exterior adions and 
words : Not but that there are fceptics among the 

jChriftians, as well as among true believers ; but ti^j 
are generally very private an4 refervcd: For open 
blafpheitiy, or what is reputed fo here, is certainly 
punifhed with death. 

I fometimies meet with injgenuous and candid Ibttls, 
with whom I can difcourfe freely, and like a man 
that doubts of many things, which ethers currently 
believe : Yet we dare not truft each other too far, 
not the very air in which our words vaniiKj, after it 
has helped to form them, left fome ilv envious de- 
mon ihould catch the tranfient found, and rever- 
berate the yet articulated body of particles which 
made it, into fome inquifitive ear to ruin us : For 
there are certain bufy goffipingecchos icattered up 
and down the elements, which are always liitening 
to the words of mortals ; and if the fprightful elves 
can but take hold of any fyllable to do a man an in- 
Jury, they are big till they have vented it : Yet they 
make no ihew or noife, but whifper out their tales 
in fecret; fometimes in dead of night, whea men 
are faft afleep ; at other times when they are deeply 
mufuig on the hidden things of nature: For -'tis 
only to the wife, the (age, th^ noble, and the 
^at, that they reveal thefe pailages, becaufe it 
IS fuch alone have ears to hear them. They haunt 
the bed-chambers of kings and princes, to tell them 
news in dreams^ They are the fwifteft couriers 
in the world ; for they have wings, and fly from 
court to court, and from one climate to another, in 
a moment's time. They are always buzzing in the 
ears of ftatefmen and great politicians, to whom they 
ihew the dark intrigues of foreign and domsAic 

• enemies. Thus are confpiracies and plots of la- 
bels oft difcovered, though managed never fa fe- 
crctly. They vifit now and then the clofets of 

-philofophers, and fuch as love the fciences ; men, of 
abilra^ted fouls, whofe thoughts are volatile and 

^ pure, their fancies lively and vcgete. To thefe they 

.unfold the covert myltcries of nature, and fhcw 

them 
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them things to come. They frame the ideas of 
remote, unknown events, which they imprint upoa 
the dudlile minds of prophets and holy men : In- 
fpiring them with ftrange and unaccountable pre- 
fages of what ihall (hortly happen to themfelves or 
others, whether it be good or evil. For thefc bufy- 
bodies are the daughters of the world's great foul i 
and they inherit an univerfal fenfe and feeling of 
vrhatfoever happens in the elements. It is true„ 
fbme knowledge they acquire by ftudy and obferva-* 
tion, even as we mortals do j but at a far fwifter 
rate. Their airy bodies do not fo opprefs their in- 
telledual faculties, as our grofs hulks of fleih da 
ours. We are forced to dig' and glow, or to fovr 
and harrow, for fmall returns of fcience. Our foil 
is barren, it muft be manured and cultivated with 
art and coft, before it yields a tolerable harveft of 
Mrhat deCerves the name of fotid knowledge. But 
thefe defecate tenants of the air have no more ta 
do, but to be merely paffive, and they ftrait learn 
every thing : For the eternal Sapience wanders, 
through the univerfe, to feek out fuch as will or 
can imbibe her free impreilion. She voluntarily 
Aides into receptive fouls, and fiils them with her 
rays. Thus the fublimer Genii of the air bafk in an 
open orb of intellectual lk;ht, becaufe they are em* 
bodied in the moft refilled and purelt matter ; 
Whereas we mortals muft be thankful for her illu- 
minations by retale. She only ihines on us through 
chinks and crannies of our dungeon fleih ; and yet 
but feldom fo in direct beams. Few men can boaft 
tliat privilege. The greateft part walk only in the 
uncertain twilight oi opinion ; or, at beft, in the 
faint languid glimmering of human reafon ; which, 
like the moon, conveys the original light of fcience 
to us by refiexion, and at a fecond-hand. We are 
fain to learn from books, from converfation and 
experience. • ' 

Courteous Hali, thou wilt pardon the confufednefs 
and want of order in tnis letter, when thou ihalt con- 

VoL. VII. M fider 
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fidcr the force of mebacholy which firft prompted 
me to write it. For, being very lad, and overcaft 
with clouds of daric and gloomy thoughts^ which 
different paffions caufed to joftle one againft another 
in my troubled mind, I knew not how to efcape the 
tempeft better than by writing to thee, my learned 
Ariend, though only to exprefs my circumftances. 
For when I began, I knew not what to fay ; but it 
was an eafe to write at random, any thing to breathe 
my heart, and ventilate my fpleen. But the fpecific 
remedy of my ^riefconfifted in addrcffing to thee, 
my dear phyncian, whofe very remembrance is a Ca- 
tholicon, proof againft all my maladies. 

Adieu, thou ^fculapius ot the Ottomans, and live 
for ever. 

Paris, 15th of the 8th moon, 
of the year 1673. 



LETTER XVIII. 

To Mufu Abu'U Yahyan, ProfefTor of Phf- 
lofophy at Fez. 

THou (halt fee, that I am a man of my word, 
and will keep my promife : For this difpatch 
contains a ferther delcriptibn of Conftantinople, 
which I engaged to prefent thee with in my J alt. 

This famous city is fixteen miles in circuit, and 
Contains nine hundred thoufand inhabitants. , It is 
divided into three parts, by the intercourfe of cer- 
tain arms of the lea ; ana almoft forms the figure 
of a triangle. The walls are of an incredible 
height, and encompafs feven hills within their ex- 
tent. One is near the Grand Signior's Serail : Ano- 
ther is in the oppofite corner ot this city j which 
leads to Adrianople. Between two others, there lies 
a plain, which is called the great valley. In this 

is 
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is to be ken an aqueduft of admirable contrivance 
and ftru£ture, the work of Conftantine the Greats 
who by this conveyed water to the city from feven. 
miles diftance. Solyman 11. augmented: it, by open- 
ing a current of water two miles beyond the fource 
of Conftantinople, which runs through feven hun- 
dred and forty pipes into the city ; befides thofe 
-which ferve the Mofqiies,. the Baths, and houfes of 
Purification. 

At the extremity of the town^ is feen the antique 
building of a fortrefs, which is called the CafHe of 
the Seven Towers ; a work of inimitable architeihire.. 
There is a garrifon in it of twa hundred and fifty 
foldiers j rK>t One of which dares to fet his foot out 
of the caftle-gatesy without the leave of the Vizir. 
Azem,. unlefs it be on two certain daysr in the year 5 
that is, the firflr of Beiram, and Ramezan. 

In this place formerly the Ottoman Emperors tifed! 
to lay their treafure of gold and filver, their arms. 
*and ammunition, their books, and wiiatfoever they 
eltefemed precious. But Amurat, the fon of Se* 
Kmus n, tranflated all thefe things into the Se- 
rail ; where they have been kept ever fince : And' 
this caftle is turned into a prifon for kings and prin- 
ces taken captives by the True Faithful ; as alio for 
febeliious baffas, and other perfons of quality^ Here; 
Corefqui, Vayvod of Moldavia, vras fliut up in the, 
ye^r 161 7 of the Chriftian ^ra.. And in the year 
1622 of the fame date, the rebellious Janizaries im- 
prifoned their fovei'eign lord,. Sultan Ofman, whont 
afterwards they ftrangled in the fame place. 

There arc above two thoufand Mofques, Oratories,, 
and Sepulchres, within the walls of Conltantinople. 
I have already defcribed that of Aia-Sophian in my 
laft. It remains now, that I fpeak of four others'., 
built by fome of our former Emperors. The firft 
and the chiefeft was built by Sultan Mahomet II. to. 
exprefs his gratitude to God for the taking of Con- 
ftantinople. It is a magnificent ftrudure, raifed, 
according to the Pattern of San£la Sophia. He 
M 2 caufed 
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caufed a hundied ftately chambers to be built round 
about it, both for the fervice of the Imaums and Mol- 
]ahs who belong to the Mofque ; and for the enter- 
tainment of firangcrs, let them be of what nation or 
religion focver. He raifed alfo fifty other chambers 
without thefe* for the ufe of the poor : And en- 
dowed the Mofque with fixty thoufand ducats of 
yearly revenue. 

The fecondMoique was built by Bajazet II. the 
fon of this Mahomet. The third was built by Se- 
limus I. The fourth, by Solyman the Magnihcent» 
The three lalt of thefe princes lie buried each in his 
own Mofque, under monuments of a fuperb figure, 
innumerable lamps burning over them, and round 
about them, night and day, whilft certain MoUahs 
pray by turns, without ceafmg, for the health of 
the departed royal fouls. 

But the laft of thefe Mofques, which \^tLS built^ 
as I have faid, by Sultan Solyman, far exceeds all 
the reft, and comes not ihort of Sanda Sophia, in 
the richnefs of marble, porphyry, and other excel- 
lent materials. 

The Greeks have forty chirches and chapels in 
Gonftantin^le, wherein they perform the Nazarenc 
.worship. The Armenians have four. Thofe of the 
Laiin communion have a college annexed to it for a 
certain number of Jefuits. This is feated in Pera, 
which is a kind of fubuirb to Conftantinople. 

The Tews have great liberty in the Imperial city. 
Their habitations are contiguous, taking up nine 
principal ilreets, and they nave eight and thirty 
Synagogues . 

The walls of the city remjain very entire, and are 
double towards the land. There are nineteen gates 
in them j one of which is callca the Holy-Gate, 
in refpedt of a vaft multitude ot Chriftiau faints 
who lie buried in a'chapel hard by it.' It was through 
this gate that Mahomet II. . made his triumphant 
entry into Conftantinople^ on purpofe, as it were, to 
j>rophane the reputed fandity of the place, and 

infuit 
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infult ovfer their falfe gods ; whilft he came to efta- 
blifh the law and worfliip of the only True God, 
Creator of Heaven and Earth. 

There are abundance of antique monuments in 
the city, as pyramids and obeliiks of admirable fi- 
gure and contrivance. In one place, there are three 
ferpents of marble, ftretching themfelves to the 
height of two men, and mutually twifting about 
ea,ch other. The report goes, that thefe were ered- 
ed by a magician at the time when the citizens were 
rnucn infelted with living ferp&ts, iiid that by this 
enchantment they were freed. 

One of thefe has a wound in the neck, which was 
given it by Mahomet II. when he rode into the van- 
quifhed city. For he, beholdiiig the horrid idol, and 
gueffing right, that it was the wofk of fome magi- 
cian, was moved with holy zeal and indignation.' 
Wherefore, couching his fpear, and giving fpurs to 
his horfe, he ran full tilt againlt it, and wounded one 
of the ferpents in the neck, which is feen to this day. 
In the fame pavement there ftands a very elegant 
column of ruftic workmanfhip, as they call it : The 
marble of which it confifts, being fattened together 
without the intervention of mortar, bitumen, or any- 
other cement. It has within awinding ftair-cafe, 
by which one may go up to the top. 

In this place, which is called theHippqdromeythe 
Ottoman Grandees exercife themfelves on horfeback, 
and fometimes the Grand Signiorhimfelf; Efpecial- 
ly on great feftivals. 

Round about it there are above two thoufand little 
fliops of taylors or botchers, for the ufe of thofe who 
would have their garments mended, fcowered, and 
polifhed, at a fmall price. And yet out of' thig fo 
conteinptible a trade, the Grand Signior receives/ ^ 
yearly cuftom of elevpn thoufand zequins. By this 
thpu mayeffi take an eflamate of his other revenues, 
which flow into his coffers from all parts of fo vail 
an empire^ 

There are above forty thoufand wafe-houfes,' and 
fliops of merchants, brokers, pedlars, buckfters, and 

fuch 
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fuch like callings : Each trade having their proper 
Bazar, or market^ according to tbe quality of the 
goods t)iey fell. But there is one more eminent than 
all the reft, which is called Baftian , where are gold- 
fmiths^ jewellers, and fuch as deal in any manner of 
fine coftly things. This place is environed with very 
ftrong walls, fix feet thick, and is fhut up Qvery 
night by four double gates, and at other times as. 
occafion rc,quires : So that it looks like a little well- 
fortified town. 

In this weallhy market there is a gallery or pi- 
azza neatly arched, and fupported by twenty-four 
pillars. Under this there are abundance of little' 
ihops, fix feet long ^ahd four in breadth. Here all 
thofe precious commodities are expofed to fale on 
tables or counters, and with their luftrc dazzle the 
eyes of fuch as pafs by. 

Thou may eft alfo conjcfture at the gains of the/e 
merchants, oy the rates which they pay to the 
Grand Signior, bhly for their licence to fell in this 
place, I have known one rnan, fhat was my parti- 
cular acquaintance, give yearly two thoufand franks 
for this liberty 5 and he told me. That no man. 
could enjoy tne freedom of the place under that 
price, unlefs he had great favour mewn him, which, 
is very rare; and even then it would not be much 
abated. 

As one pafles from this market one way, there ar- 
rifes a ftately column of porphyry, begirt in many 
places'with iron hoops ; and a litne diitant you fee 
another more lofty than this : It i . called the Hilto- 
rical column, being engraven all over with the fi- 
giires of men. In this alfo there is a ftair^cafe to. 
the top, but much broken, and in danger of falling, 
if it were not firengthened and held together with 
vaft hoops of iron. - ^ 

The next thing worthy to be feen is the old palace 
of Cohitantirie the Great r' Worthy, I fay, to be [ten 
only for its antiquity ; fol: it is no very elegant build- 
ing i yet it has this commendation, that it ftands 
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in the pureft and moft wholefome air of the whale 

There is another market alfo walled in, befides 
that of the goldflniths, &c. which has a piazza fup* 
ported by fixteen pillars. In this are fold all man- 
ner of filks. And a little way oiFfrom this is the 
Bazar, where they fell flaves. So great are the gains 
of this traffic, that thofe who uie it, pay ta the 
Grand Signior, by way of cullom, the yearly fum 
of fixteen thoufand zequins. 

The vintners, vi£tuallers, and futlers, who fell 
wine to the Chriftians and Jews, and privately to 
MufTulmans, pay yearly fifty-eight thoufand, feven 
hundred and eighty-eight zequins. The very fifher- 
men of Conftantinople, who live along the Strand, 

; pay the yearly fum of twenty-nine thoufand three 
hundred ninety-four zequins. The corn-market, 
where all forts of grain, pulfe, meal, and flower are 

» fold, pays yearly into the treafury fourteen purfes of 
money, each purfe being worth a thoufand, fix 
hundred, thirty and three zequins. The Egyptian 

I merchants who bring their goods from Alcaire, to 
fell them at Conftantinople, pay twenty-four purfes. 
The freight of all foreign merchant-fhips make up 
one hundred and eighty purfes of gold. 1 have men- 
tioned the value of each purfe before. The great 
fhambles without the city pay thirty-two purfes. 

I There ferve in this place two hundred butchers, over 

; whom there is a pracfeft or mafter, without whofe 
confent no man can kill any beaft, unlefs it be in the 
cafe of Corban. Nay, fo great is the authority of 
this praefeca, that the Jews themfelves are forced to 
aflk his leave to kill their beafts after their own fa- 
Ih^on. The reafon why the £hambles are without 
the city, is for purity fake, left the city be polluted 
"with blood. 

It is impoflEble to caft up the prodigious revenue 
which ariles to the Grand Signior from the fale of 
Hungarian fheep and oxen, m the lolh and nth 
moons. But thou mayeft comprehend that it is very 

great, 
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great, when fometimes in one day's time there aw 
u>ld 25,000 oKCTiy and 40,000 iheep. 
. Neither h it more eafy to reckoa up his incomes 
from the fale of houfes, fkiffs, galleys, faicks, and 
bigger veffels. Befides, it would be too tedious for 
one letter. What fliall 1 fay of the tribute which th« 
Jews and Chriftians pay, amounting yearly to a pro- 
digious fum of money ? Time, paper, ink, and hu- 
man patience itfelf wouH fail in rehearling fo many 
particulars. 

But thou mayeft frame a regular judgment of the 
immenfe riches which the Grand Siguior is poffeffed 
q{', when thou fhalt know, that there is a mint in 
the Imperial cityj where four hundred men perpe- 
tually labour in coining new money, having a prefi- 
dent, or overfeer, who lupervifes the work, who miift 
be a Grecian, by a fpecial privilege granted to that 
nation by our munificent Emperors 5 becaufe the 
mines of filver and gold are within the limits of the 
Grecian Empire. So that none but Greeks are ad- 
ihditted to affift at this curious artifice. 

The prefident is obliged every new-moon to fend 
iilto the Serail ten thoufand zequins of gold, and 
twenty thoufand in filver. For luch Is the pleafure 
-of the Great Sultan, that the royal palace ihould al- 
ways abound with lair new money. 

Sage Mufu, aiiure diyfelf, that Conftantinople is 
the grand treafury, exciiequer^ or bank of the whole 
eartli 5 where all the ricncs of the Eaft, Weft, North, 
ajid South, and of the ftven climates^ are refunded 
and laid up as in their proper centre. But I have 
more to fay. in another letter concerning this glori- 
ous city. Only time juft now gave me a prick with 
the end of the ley the, to put nie jin mind of an ur- 
gent affair, riot to be'negteded this moment* Where- 
fore, m halte, adieu. ..-;'•' 

Paris, ift of the 8th mooii, v^/ 

of the y^ar 1673* ^ 



THE END, 
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